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If you have seen the film Just Mercy you most likely recall the moment when attor-

ney Bryan Stevenson convinced a witness to clear his conscience and tell a truth 

that released an innocent man from death row. Bryan recalls the inmate explaining 

that even before he was set free, he was liberated by the fact that the truth  

was finally told.  

Indeed, the truth does set us free. When the truth is told, reconciliation can begin. Healing can happen 

and God is glorified. At the recent showing of Bryan Stevenson’s documentary True Justice on which 

the film Just Mercy was based, Bryan tells the story of his lifelong work to get equal justice for in-

mates for whom the scale is tipped. The documentary was shown recently at Cedarville UMC before a 

crowd of 150 people, including our Bishop Peggy Johnson.  

There were opportunities at the showing of the documentary to better understand the need for Chris-

tians to pray for mercy.  We were introduced to Sandra Strauss who shared a link inviting us to 

speak out against the cruel and unusual punishment of solitary confinement that can continue for 

days, weeks, and even years in some cases. 

http://org2.salsalabs.com/o/5415/p/dia/action4/common/public/?action_KEY=26889 

“I started losing my mind in prison. They threw me in a pink cell, it was for people with mental ill-

ness. They took my sheets. They took my clothes. There wasn’t any mattress. They cut the water off. I 

felt like an animal.” STORY FROM SOLITARY 

CONFINEMENT 

May God deliver us and enable us to pray, keeping 

that conversation going with God who will surely 

help us to do justice and love mercy. 

Bethel Banner 2020 

Scriptures and Sermons  
 

April 5—Palm Sunday  Psalm 118.1-2, 19-29 

*Matthew 21.1-11  “God is Good…All the Time” 

 

April 12—Easter Psalm 118.1-2, 14-24 * Matthew 

28.1-10 “Earthquake!” 

 

April 19 Sunday after Easter Rev. John Holsey 

preaching 

 

April 26  Psalm 116.1-4, 12-19 *Luke 24.13-35 

The Walk…toward Emmaus 

A Note from Mary Lou Keim 

I wish to thank Bethel for the many kind visits, cards, and 

flowers you have blessed me with during the year that I have 

been in living in Manatawny. Remarkably, you remembered my 

favorite color and the Christmas cards were a particularly nice 

surprise.  It is nice not to be forgotten. (Though I know I am 

unforgettable.)   
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Due to the ever-changing nature of this 

surreal time, most activities for the 

month of April have been cancelled, so we 

have decided not to  

include a calendar this month.  

In the event that some events may still 

occur, please contact the host for confir-

mation.  

Thank you so much for your patience  

as we prayerfully await the  

return of normalcy! Be well! 



March 2020   3 

 

 

May is fast approaching, and we invite you to join in an afternoon of food and fun as we host a Ladies’ Tea this 

year.  The event will be held on Saturday, May 16th, at 1pm in Fellowship Hall. There will be a sign-up sheet posted 

at the beginning of April for individuals wishing to be table hostesses.  Each table will seat 8 people.  The hostess 

will be responsible for providing her linens, table settings, and a centerpiece, or she may choose to share the plan-

ning with her tablemates. Feel free to have a theme. You may want to consider co-hosting a table. UMW will pro-

vide the tea sandwiches and beverage options.  Further information will be available next month.  This is an op-

portunity to invite friends outside of the church. Anyone 14 or older is welcome to attend. Be sure to save the date. 

Hats are welcome, but not required! 

UMW Missions 

Spring City Pantry: In an effort to be supportive of the Spring 
City Pantry year round, the Mission Committee will be col-
lecting two items per month. The pantry will be making specific 
requests. Each month, two items will be listed in the Bulletin 
and Banner. Items can be dropped off on the table at the 
bottom of the ramp outside of Fellowship Hall. 
March Items:  - Canned Meats (Chicken, tuna, etc.) 
  - Instant Potatoes  
Thank you for you generosity to those in need in our  
community!     ~ The Mission Committee  

Matthew 25 Ministries  

As a new mission project, we will be collecting empty pill bottles. Both prescription and over-the-counter 

bottles of any size are acceptable, as well we those with or without child-resistant caps.  

These pill bottles are then sent with medical supplies to developing countries and used to distribute pills to the 

people in need of medicine. Bottles that cannot be used are recycled. If you are able, please remove the labels 

from the bottles prior to donating them. There is a box on the mission table in the top lobby for donations. For 

more information on “Matthew 25 Ministries” you can visit their website at https://m25m.org/ to see all of the 

various missions they are involved in and good work that they are doing!    

Thank you ~ The Mission Committee  

Bethel is seeking a youth director to 

lead an active program for our youth 

ages 11-18.  The position, average of 10 

hours per week, involves leading both 

Sunday-morning church programs 

and occasional events that engage stu-

dents in Christian learning, service, 

and leadership.  Salary is commensu-

rate with skill and experience.  

Please contact a member of SPRC for 

more information, 

email betheloffice952@aol.com or call 

the office at (610) 495-6807.  

Upcoming Sexual Ethics Workshops 

All United Methodist leaders and lay ministers are invited to 

take sexual ethics workshops. Credentialed ministers are re-

quired to attend one workshop per quadrennium. See Pastor 

Hines for more information. She organizes the workshops on 

behalf of the Board of Ordained Ministry. 

Saturday May 16, 2020   

Basic Sexual Ethics      

Time – 9 30 - 3pm       Cost—$35 

Presenter - Linda Crockett – Director of Safe Communities 

Place – Faith UMC, 1290 Fruitville Pike, Lititz, PA 17543     

Registration link: https://na.eventscloud.com/499782 

https://m25m.org/
mailto:betheloffice952@aol.com
https://na.eventscloud.com/499782
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Corona Virus (COVID-19)  

 Churches ARE Essential!! 
 As the number of coronavirus cases climb, the US now has the third highest number after Italy and China.  Gov-
ernor Wolf’s declaration of essential businesses was confusing for many, especially liquor stores and laundry mats. Of 
course, the church is essential and needs to operate with extreme caution. Fortunately, the government shares that pro
-religious philosophy, and it became most clear in the March 21st edition of our Conference NewSpirit. Now if we can 
only convince them that hair salons are essential!! 
 For some, the quarantine has led to a Bethel couple having time to enjoy the sights and sounds at the home in 
Manatawny Village. After about a week, Joanne and Chris recall the joy of seeing two robins, a sea of daffodils, tulips, 
azaleas, hydrangeas, and the bliss of budding trees. Her mom is isolated in an assisted living facility, but they find ways 
to connect. God is good all the time, and all the time, God is good. Prayer is a glue that holds us together. 

Check out the link below!!!  

https://video.foxnews.com/v/6141763610001?
playlist_id=930909787001&fbclid=IwAR0dFwmmk-
gFqrbADDkL3DhHo5cQcUsS-nVFdsZNL-
zhhXDOPk76M1VqaFE#sp=show-clips  

Acts of Kindness  

Coronavirus Blessings All Around 

       From Diane Raab 

Of course we are not able to visit my mother at Tel Hai.  But one day when I called to check on her, the 
wonderful social worker offered to use her phone so that I could  FaceTime with my mom.  It was a great 
relief to be able to visit and see with my own eyes that she looked good and was content.  I’ve thought a lot 
about how as hard as this social distancing is, we certainly have been blessed with a multitude of ways to not 
be isolated as would have been the case in the past. 

This Is Like Wartime 

 

The battle against the Corona-

virus has been compared to the 

anguish of WWII by many who actu-

ally experienced the siren warn-

ings and rationing of gasoline 

and food. The big difference, 

according to Bethel's Harry 

Meitzler, is that we have ad-

vanced as a society in terms of 

technology and earnings that al-

low us to have more, and we ex-

pect much more. The virus has us 

disappointed and stunned us be-

cause it seems we are going back-

wards instead of forward. 

Never Alone 
 
This season of isolation has 
given us a new appreciation for 
even symbolic connections. A 
springtime wreath on the front 
door of the parsonage was 
hand crafted by a Bethel mem-
ber, a very talented and ener-
getic nonagenarian. It features 
lavender, pansies, and a blue 
bird that is so welcoming. You 
can almost hear her sing. 

 
Pets Support during Troubling Times 
As if the shock of Covid-19 was not enough to endure, Ron 
Moore was hospitalized for an emergency appendectomy. 
Barb was not even allowed brief visits. The hospital was 
shut down. At such a time as this, their pets brought 
unique comfort. Their dog Stella looked around the house 
ponderously noting that Ron had not been in his favorite 
chair for a few days, but when Facetime allowed her to 
hear Ron’s voice and see his face, ran around in circles of 
glee and pounced her ball as if to say, “What a joy it is to 
see you again.” Lucky, the African Grey parrot is quite 
another story. She mimics the sound of a telephone ring-
ing, leaving neighbors to wonder why no one bothers to 
answer. She quacks just like a duck and can even imitate 
the sounds of a microwave. If you hear someone yell out 
“hey!” it is no doubt the parrot and when Barb runs the 
vacuum cleaner, he cries “Help, Help!!” 

https://video.foxnews.com/v/6141763610001?playlist_id=930909787001&fbclid=IwAR0dFwmmk-gFqrbADDkL3DhHo5cQcUsS-nVFdsZNL-zhhXDOPk76M1VqaFE#sp=show-clips
https://video.foxnews.com/v/6141763610001?playlist_id=930909787001&fbclid=IwAR0dFwmmk-gFqrbADDkL3DhHo5cQcUsS-nVFdsZNL-zhhXDOPk76M1VqaFE#sp=show-clips
https://video.foxnews.com/v/6141763610001?playlist_id=930909787001&fbclid=IwAR0dFwmmk-gFqrbADDkL3DhHo5cQcUsS-nVFdsZNL-zhhXDOPk76M1VqaFE#sp=show-clips
https://video.foxnews.com/v/6141763610001?playlist_id=930909787001&fbclid=IwAR0dFwmmk-gFqrbADDkL3DhHo5cQcUsS-nVFdsZNL-zhhXDOPk76M1VqaFE#sp=show-clips
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Twenty for 2020 

During our January training and planning retreat, we were reminded of our need to deepen our prayer life in 2020. On the 

20th day of every month, we will dedicate ourselves to pray for at least TWO MINUTES for Bethel to seek God diligently, serve 

God faithfully, and obey God quickly and we will offer up to 20 MINUTES to offer prayers for our General Conference propos-

ing an amicable separation around inclusion of LGBTQ persons as well as prayers for the Global Church. 

A Page For Prayer  

About Prayer  

“I believe that prayer is 

our powerful contact with 

the greatest force in the 

universe .” 

~Loretta Young~ 

You Love Me Still  
By Anne Hoffman  

So often I strayed from your righteous path, living far 

outside of Your will.  

You cared for me as I went my own way because You 

loved me still.  

I tried many things that some said were good, and the 

world said, “Take your fill.”  

But nothing could satisfy the thirst of my soul and You 

cared and loved me still.  

I accepted Christ as my Savior and Lord, still neglecting 

Your word and will.  

And forgetting to pray when you longed for that talk.  

And You said, “I love you still.” 

How many dear ones did I hurt or neglect while ignor-

ing Your purpose and will?  

Was it family or friends or someone unknown?  

How amazing! You loved me still.  

I asked You to me a love of your Word and You said, “I 

joyfully will.”  

I want my life to honor You, Lord because You love me 

still.  

Your Holy Spirit dwells within, now helping me live in 

Your will.  

Thank you precious Heavenly Father.  

Jesus Christ, you traveled through towns and villages “curing 
every disease and illness.” At your command, the sick were 
made well. Come to our aid now, in the midst of the global 
spread of the coronavirus, that we may experience your healing 
love. 

Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they regain their 
strength and health through quality medical care. 

Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from working 
together and neighbors from helping one another. 

Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim invulnerabil-
ity to a disease that knows no borders. 

Jesus Christ, healer of all, stay by our side in this time of uncer-
tainty and sorrow. 

Be with those who have died from the virus. May they be at 
rest with you in your eternal peace. 

Be with the families of those who are sick or have died. As they 
worry and grieve, defend them from illness and despair. May 
they know your peace. 

Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical profes-
sionals who seek to heal and help those affected and who put 
themselves at risk in the process. May they know your protec-
tion and peace. 

Be with the leaders of all nations. Give them the foresight to act 
with charity and true concern for the well-being of the people 
they are meant to serve. Give them the wisdom to invest in 
long-term solutions that will help prepare for or prevent future 
outbreaks. May they know your peace, as they work together to 
achieve it on earth. 

Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by many people 
suffering from this illness or only a few, Jesus Christ, stay with 
us as we endure and mourn, persist and prepare. In place of our 
anxiety, give us your peace. Jesus Christ, heal us. Amen.  

By Kerry Weber from American Magazine Online  

A Coronavirus Prayer  
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Bishop Peggy Johnson addresses a crowd of over 150 who gath-

ered at Cedarville UMC to view True Justice. She shared passag-

es of Jesus' reminder that not all laws are just.  
The event was sponsored by the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference 

Commission on Religion and Race and the Prison Ministry and Re-

storative Justice Team for which Bethel has participated in sending 

over 5,000 Christmas cards in over a dozen institutions. 

An Interesting Read... 

When GOD solves our problems,  
we have faith in HIS abilities.  
When GOD doesn't solve our problems,  
HE has faith in our abilities.  
 
 One may observe God's accuracy in the hatching of eggs…  
those of the Canary in 14 days;  
those of the Barnyard Hen in 21 days;  
Eggs of Ducks and Geese in 28 days;  
those of the Mallard in 35 days;  
Eggs of the Parrot and the Ostrich hatch in 42 days.  
 
 (Notice, they are all divisible by seven,  
the number of days in a week!)  
 
 See God's Wisdom in the making of an Elephant…  
The four legs of this great beast  
all bend forward in the same direction.  
No other quadruped is so made.  
God planned that this animal would have a huge body…  
too large to live on two legs.  
For this reason He gave it four fulcrums  
so that it can rise from the ground easily.  
The Horse rises from the ground on its two front legs first.  
A Cow rises from the ground with its two hind legs first.  
How wise the Lord is in all His works of Creation!  
 
Each Watermelon has an even number of stripes on the 
Rind.  
Each Orange has an even number of segments.  
Each ear of Corn has an even number of rows.  
Each stalk of Wheat has an even number of grains.  
 
 Every bunch of Bananas has on its lowest row  
an even number of Bananas,  
and each row decreases by one,  
so that one row has an even number  
and the next row an odd number.  
 
 Amazing!  
There's more…  
 
 The Waves of the Sea roll in on shore  
Twenty-six to the Minute in all kinds of weather.  
 
All Grains are found in even numbers on the stalks..  
 
God has caused the Flowers to Blossom  
at certain specified times during the day.  
Linnaeus,  
the Great Botanist,  
once said that if he had a Conservatory  
containing the right kind of Soil,  
Moisture, and Temperature,  
he could tell the Time of Day or Night  
by the Flowers that were Open  
and those that were Closed.  
 
The Lives of each of us  
may be ordered by the Lord  
in a Beautiful Way for His Glory,  
if we will only Entrust Him with our Lives.  
If we try to Regulate our own Lives,  
we will have only Mess and Failure.  

Only God,  
who made our Brains and Hearts,  
can Successfully Guide them to a Profitable End.  

When you carry the Bible,  

Satan has a Headache;  

when you Open it,  

he Collapses.  

 

When he sees you Reading 

it,  

he loses his Strength,  

and when you Stand on the 

Word of God,  

Satan can't Hurt you!  

And did you also know…  

that when you are about to Forward this Email to others,  

the Devil will probably try to Discourage you,  

but do it anyway.  

 

 Life without God is like an Unsharpened pencil - it has no Point.  

 I pray God bless you in ways you never even Dreamed.  

Beloved Members and Friends: On Wednesday March 4th, there 

was a house fire in Reading. Michael Steele's brother John Van-

natter died after assisting 11 others to get out safely, includ-

ing his children. Cards and condolences can be sent to Michael 

Steele 4 Birch Drive – Coventry Terrace, Spring City PA 19475 

Please pray they find spiritual strength in this season of dis-

tress and that they experience deeply the power of God's love and 

presence through our support. 
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Children and Youth  

Dudley’s Joke of the Month  

What kind of fish do they serve on 
an airplane? 

Flying Fish! 

A Bethel Protocol 
 
Occasionally, we have to remind ourselves that 
children are important, so SPRC has developed 
the following protocol in the hopes of nurturing a 
family friendly atmosphere: 

 
See something…don’t say something. 

1.     Share a troubling observation with Team Ty-
son, Condy-Wynn and Hines 
2.     Team will develop a gentle response to miti-
gate uncomfortable and troubling situations and 
their fallout. 
3.     The gentle response will be reviewed for its 
effectiveness. 

Scholarship Available 

Going to Albright College? If you 

are an active member in the Unit-

ed Methodist church, you are eli-

gible for a scholarship!! Please see 

Pastor Hines for more details.   

  

See(k) first 

On Facebook, I can “follow” as many people 

as I want, viewing their messages, photos and 

activities. But I can choose only 30 to “see first” 

— that is, to prioritize in my news feed. As of 

this writing (Facebook changes often), if my 

“see first” list is full and I want to add someone 

new, I must “unprioritize” someone else. 

 

That leads me to ponder bigger matters: I of-

ten claim to follow Jesus, but what might I 

need to “unprioritize” to make him not just a 

priority but the priority in my life? To what do I 

devote time and attention but ought to let go 

to follow Christ more closely? What activities, 

behaviors and values do I need to not just 

bump from my “see first” list but “unfollow” or 

“block” entirely? Perhaps they are antithetical 

to discipleship or simply take too much time 

away from prayer, Scripture and service. 

 

This dilemma isn’t unique to the digital age. 

Facebook parlance is about what we “see 

first,” but in Matthew 6:33 Jesus says, “Seek first 

the kingdom of God and his righteous-

ness” (ESV, italics added). 

 

—Heidi Mann 
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 Did You Know???? 

A giraffe can go without water longer than a 

camel. Giraffes can go up to 3 weeks without a 

drink and have been known to down 12 gallons in 

one sitting! 

- Submitted by Joe Moyer from The Fishwrapper 



March 2020   9 

 

March certainly has been an unusual time for us hasn’t it? 

With BCP being closed, it’s been inspiring finding new 
ways  

to stay connected with our families. 

We’ve been emailing, texting, talking on the phone, and 
messaging on Facebook. 

I’ve been doing a live Storytime over Facebook on Tues-
day and Thursday mornings! 

I’ve been posting fun ideas to keep the children busy,  

encouraging stories for the grown-ups and pertinent in-
formation for all. 

We are all looking forward to the time when we return to 
school again 

 and begin our new normal. 

Won’t you please keep our families in your prayers? 

3 Liz Mongold 

3 Paul Gresko 

3 Laurie Hasselhan 

5 Clair Weikel 

6 Erin McKinley 

6 Robert Shantz 

8 Amanda Lederer 

10 Jason Romberg 

10 Mike Kelly 

10 Jake Robinson 

11 Sam Keller 

11 Jake Vondercrone 

12 Chris Weber 

12 Allen Collins 

12 Michael Horvath 

13 Turner Graeff 

13 Kevin Shutt 

15 Jeffrey Wynn 

15 Marisa Bishop 

16 Terrie McKinley 

17 Dennis Robinson 

20 Ethan Conway 

22 Ruth Peterman 

23 Kathy Gresko 

23 Timothy Keller 

28 Jason Shultz 

30 Benita Adams 

*UPDATE*  “Dinner and a Show” has been postponed until 

the fall. Please be on the lookout for updates!!!  
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BETHEL UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 

 

 Articles for Next Issue Due:  

April 10, 2020 

Missed last week's service? Visit bethelum-

church.com to read the bulletin and Pastor Hines' 

Published by: Samantha Stauffer 

Bethel United Methodist Church 

952 Bethel Church Road 

Spring City, PA 19475 

Pastor:  Rev. Jacqueline Hines 

Church Office: (610) 495-6807 

Church Office Hours: 9am –1pm Monday through 

Friday 

Parsonage Phone: (610) 495-5070 Pastor’s Cell: 

410-963-1721 

E-mail: betheloffice952@aol.com  

Visit us at: 
www.bethelumchurch.com  

+ Christian Symbol +  

Follow us at bethelspringcity on Instagram  
and bethelumchurch on Facebook 

Nails  
Nails symbolize Jesus’ passion and suffering because they were 

used at his Crucifixion. They are often depicted in groups of 

three because two nails were used to secure Jesus’ hands, and 

a third was used to secure his feet. Three nails are also used to 

identify Jesus as a member of the Holy Trinity.  

mailto:betheloffice952@verizon.net

