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Bethel Banner 2020 

Scriptures and  

Sermons  
 

May 3 Bethel History Celebration 1844-

2020 (176 years) John 10.1-10 “Bethel 

Alive” 

 

May 10 Mother’s Day John 14.1-14 “I 

will Do It!” 

 

May 17 John 14.15-21 “When Love Dis-

appears“ 

 

May 24 Luke 24.44-53 “Let Jesus Open 

Your Mind” 

 

May 31 Youth Sunday Acts 2. 1-21 “let 

Jesus Have Your Heart”  

Just because we are closed for worship and 

meetings does not mean we are 

closed entirely. At various points 

during our sheltering in place 

“church mice” have visited with 

good will gestures, staying within 6 

feet of course and with no more 

than 10 gathering at a time. We 

are now beginning to use masks 

and have always sanitized surfac-

es, door knobs, etc. in the hopes of 

remaining virus-fee. Folks have 

come in to help record the ser-

mons, to consolidate leftovers into the refrigera-

tors and clean them, to pack up food pantry 

donations and deliver them to the food drop 

off centers that are continuing now more than 

ever. Others have come to clean, repair and 

follow up on projects that are long overdue.  

At the same time, there is no limit to the great 

things that are being done outside of the sanc-

tuary, not only among our three members in-

volved in critical medical care, but for those 

shopping for the more vulnerable, calling, tex-

ting, emailing, Facetiming, etc.in order to stay 

connected in the best way we can. Indeed, 

the Church has left the building. 
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 The Ladies Tea will be rescheduled. Please be on the lookout for a new date to be announced at a later 

time!!  

UMW Missions 

Spring City Food Pantry (Project Outreach): Though the food banks are open for distribution and receiving, out 
of an abundance of caution, hold your contributions at home until further notice, rather than bring them to 
church.   
In an effort to be supportive of the Spring City Pantry year 
round, the Mission Committee will be collecting two items per 
month. The pantry will be making specific requests. Each 
month, two items will be listed in the Bulletin and Banner. 
Items can be dropped off on the table at the bottom of the 
ramp outside of Fellowship Hall. 
May Items:  - Canned fruit 
          - Canned soups 
Thank you for you generosity to those in need in our  
community!  ~ The Mission Committee  

Matthew 25 Ministries  

As a new mission project, we will be collecting empty pill bottles. Both prescription and over-the-counter 

bottles of any size are acceptable, as well we those with or without child-resistant caps.  

These pill bottles are then sent with medical supplies to developing countries and used to distribute pills to the 

people in need of medicine. Bottles that cannot be used are recycled. If you are able, please remove the labels 

from the bottles prior to donating them. There is a box on the mission table in the top lobby for donations. For 

more information on “Matthew 25 Ministries” you can visit their website at https://m25m.org/ to see all of the 

various missions they are involved in and good work that they are doing!    

Thank you ~ The Mission Committee  

Bethel is seeking a youth director to lead 

an active program for our youth ages 11-

18.  The position, average of 10 hours per 

week, involves leading both Sunday-

morning church programs and occasion-

al events that engage students in Chris-

tian learning, service, and leader-

ship.  Salary is commensurate with skill 

and experience.  

Please contact a member of SPRC for more 

information, 

email betheloffice952@aol.com or call the 

office at (610) 495-6807.  

“Back To Normal Brunch” - The Bethel Brunch Bunch will be serving a special brunch on May 31st to 

welcome us back to normalcy (pending further notice)! Please stay tuned for more information!  

Coronavirus Can’t Stop Their Caring 

Our Osiol and Collins families have scheduled vis-

its with their mom for many years. One family 

stops by like clockwork on Mondays and Fridays, 

another Tuesdays and Saturdays and another on 

Wednesdays and Sundays. Since she still lives in 

her own home with a daughter, they can keep the 

schedule freely and provide her with essential food 

and support even in the midst of Covid-19. Thank 

God for the ongoing care of all our Christian fami-

lies for their seniors. It is a testimony to the love of 

God that runs from heart to heart and mind to 

mind.  

https://m25m.org/
mailto:betheloffice952@aol.com
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Corona Virus (COVID-19)  

God’s Timing Is Perfect! 

While doing my morning devotions dur-
ing this pandemic, I was surprised and 
stunned to see that many of the daily 
devotional readings, particularly in Je-
sus Calling by Sarah Young, though 
written far in advance, seemed to fit the 
exact moment that we are living in now. 
It became clear. This is indeed the 
work of the Holy Spirit on our behalf!!  
~ Sandy Davies  

A Bethel Businesswoman’s Essential 
Farm 

While the pandemic has everyone scurrying 
for cover, Dorene Pasekoff and her IT tech 
husband Frank are busier than ever along 
with their grocer cousin Ed. Dorene, with lots 
of help from family and friends like Luke 
(English Shepherd) and Mochachino (barn 
cat) run Hill Creek Farm which is overflowing 
with baby chicks and customers rallying to 
buy fresh eggs. The seasons for White Rus-
sian kale and purple asparagus are fast ap-
proaching. Farming – you have to love it, and 
they truly do! 

Covid-19 is a Flashback of the 1918 Outbreak in Pennsylvania — 
Chris Long reminded us of her husband Paul’s amazing family story of the 
years 1917 to 1919. The 1918 world wide Spanish flu pandemic had the 
largest number of infected victims here in the Delaware valley area. Paul’s 
maternal grandmother, Mary Ann Winterbottom, had arrived from England 
and was living in Conshohocken, PA. Mary was 27 at the time and was 
caring for a sick family member when she was stricken by the flu and died. 
The family, devastated by her death, decided to go back to England due to 
the large number of people sick and dying in the Philadelphia area. They 
stayed for a year but the conditions in England were even worse with no 
central heat and a lot of dampness in all the homes. They left England on 
December 3rd 1919 on the passenger steamer named Carmania bound for 
New York. Off the coast of Labrador, the ship was hit by a German torpe-
do. Another ship rescued all the passengers and returned them back to 
England. They eventually returned to America. It was determined that the 
flu epidemic was spread by the military men returning home from Europe 
during WWI. There was no demand for the wisdom to quarantine and large 
outdoor gatherings like the St. Patrick’s Day parade in Philadelphia added 
to the spread of the virus where over 100,000 people died just in the Phila-
delphia area. There were an estimated 675,000 deaths in the US and 50 
million worldwide. Comparatively, there are said to be 1,139,613 cases 
worldwide of the Coronavirus with 61,000 deaths and about 240,000 re-
covered. That number is changing daily, still we see that we have grown in 
our understanding of the “enemy” and how to protect ourselves and our 
loved ones. 
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Paul Wolf recently shared his testimony of God's 
divine intervention for his health. He has learned 
wonderful lessons on relaxation along the way. 
This magnificent scene of an eagle with a wing 
span of over 6 feet was captured while he was 
enjoying nature.  

Terrier McKinley and Chris 

Long have created this dis-

play as you enter Mower 

Hall to honor all veterans.  

Photos of the podium (called an ambo) and Paschal Candle stand designed and creat-
ed by Condy and Wynn, our favorite artistic team! The Paschal candle, only used at 
Easter, is the last piece of a family of liturgical furnishings the couple has been working 
on since 2018. The finished work inspired from "Open Hands" was recently delivered 
to the Sisters of St. Joseph Chapel at Chestnut Hill, Phila.   

IMPORANT!  

The Chicken BBQ has been cancelled .  

We look forward to having it next year!!  
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Twenty for 2020 

During our January training and planning retreat, we were reminded of our need to deepen our prayer life in 

2020. On the 20th day of every month, we will dedicate ourselves to pray for at least TWO MINUTES for Bethel to 

seek God diligently, serve God faithfully, and obey God quickly and we will offer up to 20 MINUTES to offer prayers 

for our General Conference proposing an amicable separation around inclusion of LGBTQ persons as well as 

prayers for the Global Church. Everyone is encouraged to connect with a prayer partner in person, in the Bethel 

Sanctuary, via email, or phone.  

We are stronger together! 

A Page For Prayer  

About Prayer  

“Prayer is not asking. It is a longing of the soul . It is 

daily admission of one’s weakness. It is better in prayer 

to have a heart without words than words without a 

heart ” 

~Mahatma Gandhi~ 

Attitude  

By: Charles Swindoll  

“The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life. Attitude, to me, 

is more important than facts. It is more important than the past, than education, 

than money, than circumstances, than failures, than successes, than what other 

people think or say or do. It is, more important than appearance, giftedness or 

skill. It will make or break a company...a church...a home. The remarkable thing is 

we have a choice everyday regarding the attitude we will embrace for that day. 

We cannot change our past...we cannot change the fact that people will act in 

a certain way. We cannot change the inevitable. The only thing we can do is 

play on the one string we have, and that is our attitude...I am convinced that life 

is 10% of what happens to me and 90% how I react to it.  

And so it is with you...we are in charge of our Attitudes.”  
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Children and Youth  

Dudley’s Joke of the Month  

Why are cops in coffee shops?  

So nobody gets mugged!  

A Bethel Protocol 
 
Occasionally, we have to remind ourselves that 
children are important, so SPRC has developed 
the following protocol in the hopes of nurturing 
a family friendly atmosphere: 

 
See something…don’t say something. 

1.     Share a troubling observation with Team 
Tyson, Condy-Wynn and Hines 
2.     Team will develop a gentle response to mit-
igate uncomfortable and troubling situations and 
their fallout. 
3.     The gentle response will be reviewed for 
its effectiveness. 

Scholarship Available 

Going to Albright College? If you 

are an active member in the Unit-

ed Methodist church, you are eli-

gible for a scholarship!! Please see 

Pastor Hines for more details.   

Trust the Artist  

“We must offer 

ourselves to God 

like a clean, 

smooth canvas 

and not worry our-

selves about what 

God may choose to paint on it, but at 

each moment, feel only the stroke of 

his brush. … It is the same with a 

piece of stone. Each blow from the 

sculptor’s chisel makes it feel … as 

if it were being destroyed. … All I 

know is that I must stay immobile in 

the hands of the sculptor. … I have 

no idea what he is doing … but I 

know his work is the best possible.” 

- Jean Pierre de Caussade  
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News From Kenya  

Supported by funds from our Bethel, the basic kitchen 

construction project for Bethel UMC Kikopey was com-

pleted at the end of August 2019!  As with all Methodists, 

food is a big part of church fellowship and life in Kenya 

and our Bethel Kenya friends were incredibly grateful. 

The building process began with a meeting of the kitchen 

committee (Rev.Moses and Pastor Richard are on picture 

taking side; Richard's wife Martha is at far left).  Once a plan 

was developed and a fundi (contractor) was identified, the site 

digging began.   

When this was completed, the first step of block foundation was 

laid followed by layer of sand. This was followed by layer of bro-

ken stones and first cement coat and then second cement coat 

and second step of block foundation.   

Next was wood framing followed by metal sides and roof.  Last 

outside work was installation of steel doors and window.  Inside 

the kitchen is divided into two rooms, one for cooking and one 

for storage and preparation, with connecting door.  The cooking 

room has a screened opening for smoke/ventilation.   

The kitchen is situated behind the church and next to storage 

container/water tank support.  It was dedicated to the Lord's 

service on the last  Sunday of August and used for the first time  the following Monday for Kikopey 

Inter-Denominational Pastor Council luncheon! 

Like most UMC kitchens, this one has been getting regular use! 

Looking backward, the Bethel Early Childhood Development school was completed August 2018 with 

our Bethel’s support.  Looking forward, later this year Bethel will be providing $350 to equip the 

kitchen with pots, open fire supports, dishware and other items. 

Our Bethel donated $1,250. Final cost was 133,480 ksh ($1,283.46) with exchange rate of about 104 

ksh per USDollar; final 3,480 ksh was gathered locally. 



May 2020   9 

 

*UPDATE*  “Dinner and a Show” has been rescheduled for 

September 12th. Mark your calendars!  

Governor Mike declared Tuesday April 14th 
as Kiwanis Reads Across Pennsylvania - to 
celebrate this day the Kiwanis Club of Phoe-
nixville partnered with Bethel Christian Pre-
school. Below are books from their wish list 
that we will be donating to their classrooms. 
Since COVID-19 has shut down all schools in 
Pennsylvania we took the project one step 
further- we have created a Phoenixville Ki-
wanis Youtube page! With the help of a fam-
ily member children from the community can 
pick their favorite story and see one of our 
Kiwanis members as a guest reader- how 
cool is that!!! Be sure to check back quite 
regularly as we hope to add a new book each 
week for your enjoyment. 

WAHOOOOOOOOOOOO!!! 
~ Janet Hunter 

May 1  Mary Lou Keim 

May 3 Mark Murray 

May 3 John Yusko 

May 5 Doug Long 

May 6 Jake Kelly 

May 7 Margaret Linderman 

May 8 Dana Robinson 

May 9 Clayton Platchek 

May 9   Scarlet Marie Barton 

May 9 Haloran Shutt 

May 10 Robert Shantz 

May 11 Karen Hetrick 

May 14 Danielle Shantz 

May 14  Jennifer John 

May 18 Erich Earhart 

May 20 Douglas Kollar 

May 20 Jenny Robinson 

May 22 Frederick Duske 

May 23 Val Romberg 

May 25 Lynne Huerta 

May 27 Charles Hanlon 

May 31 Jennifer Vondercrone 
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BETHEL UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 

 

 Articles for Next Issue Due:  

May 11, 2020 

Missed last week's service? Visit bethelumchurch.com to 

read the bulletin and Pastor Hines' message! 

Published by: Samantha Stauffer 

Bethel United Methodist Church 

952 Bethel Church Road 

Spring City, PA 19475 

Pastor:  Rev. Jacqueline Hines 

Church Office: (610) 495-6807 

Church Office Hours: 9am –1pm Monday through 

Friday 

Parsonage Phone: (610) 495-5070 Pastor’s Cell: 

410-963-1721 

E-mail: betheloffice952@aol.com  

Visit us at: 
www.bethelumchurch.com  

+ Christian Symbol +  

Follow us at bethelspringcity on Instagram  
and bethelumchurch on Facebook 

God bless Jamie and Jason Shultz 

proud parents of Louis Walter Shultz 

born February 26, 2020 weighing 9 lbs 

4 ounces, 20 inches long.  

Congratulations!!!  

Violet 

 

The violet, a symbol of humility, is used 

most often to refer to the Virgin Mary, 

whom St. Bernard (1090-1153) de-

scribed as “the violet of humility.” The 

purple flower also is sometimes used to 

express Christ’s humility in assuming 

human form. 

mailto:betheloffice952@verizon.net

