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The Church is the 

Church because we 

are the sheep that fol-

low. We have followed in spite of war after war, persecution after persecution, and pandemic 

after pandemic. In spite of it all, the joy of the Lord has been our strength. 

We are the church because we are listening for the voice of the good shepherd. To those who 

do not share our faith, the voice may be imperceptible, unimaginable, and even a little crazy. 

Still we listen for his voice and we follow. 

We’ve come a long way. One of my favorite lines in the 150th anniversary book from 1994 when 

Rev. James Pierce pastored, was a recording of minutes from November 1928 requesting that 

the Board purchase a small tractor to mow the lawn because the horse was not doing a good 

job.” We’ve come a long way.  

When Methodists gathered, in the 18th century, they would ask the question in the song, “And 

are we yet alive, to see each other’s face? Glory and thanks to Jesus give for his almighty grace. 

What troubles have we seen, what might conflicts past, 

fighting without and fears within since we assembled last!! 

We are yet the church alive! By the mercy and grace of 

God we hear the voice of the good shepherd, we are fol-

lowing, and we are continuing in mission and ministry. 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Bethel Banner 2020 



June 2020   2 

 

 

 

- The UMW made a donation to the restroom fund this Mother’s Day in honor of all women who are mothers, grandmothers, aunts, 
sisters, nieces, mother figures, and mentors- all those who have nurtured and been a loving support to those around them by their 
contributions to family and society. 

UMW Missions 

Spring City Food Pantry (Project Outreach): Once the Covid-19 restrictions are 
eased, the Spring City Food Pantry(Project Outreach) will again be open to re-
ceiving our Bethel donations.  Until that time, if you have picked up some items 
while you were out shopping, please retain 
your contributions at home.  When the 
church opens again, you may place your 
items on the collection table in the BUMC 
lobby.   

The items for the month of June are:   

Pasta sauce and canned carrots   

Thank you for your support of this mission. 

 

Bethel is seeking a youth director to lead 

an active program for our youth ages 11-

18.  The position, average of 10 hours per 

week, involves leading both Sunday-

morning church programs and occasion-

al events that engage students in Chris-

tian learning, service, and leader-

ship.  Salary is commensurate with skill 

and experience.  

Please contact a member of SPRC for more 

information, 

email betheloffice952@aol.com or call the 

office at (610) 495-6807.  Our time of quiet and quarantine allowed Sandy Shultz and 

her good neighbors to enjoy this goose sitting on her eggs 

day after day. Finally 5 hatched!!!  

- This Father’s Day we honor all men who are fathers, grandfathers, uncles, brothers, nephews, father figures, and mentors, 
and the UMW would like to again acknowledge these men by making a contribution to the building fund for the restroom pro-
ject. 

mailto:betheloffice952@aol.com
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Corona Virus (COVID-19)  

Just in the Nick of Time! 

Just before Christmas, Glenn Hale felt short of breath. He was wise enough to stop at Ur-

gent Care where he was directed to go to the hospital IMMEDIATELY. St. Mary’s Hospi-

tal provided excellent care for the two weeks he spent there. It turns out he had an acute 

pulmonary embolism. His doctor told him that he was one lucky man. That was sobering 

news. Sadly, he missed playing his bagpipes during St. Patrick’s Day. Now limited to at-

home therapy because of the coronavirus, he is working to gain strength in his lungs so he 

will be ready, as the great piper he is, for the next season. 

Medical Soldiers Fighting the Virus 

The family of Adele and the late Har-

rison Groman have had their chal-

lenges during covid-19. Lifestyle and 

workstyle changes for Gwyn,  

a veterinarian in New Jersey, means 

meeting pets in the parking lot, never 

approaching their owners. This family 

has a doctor in Tennessee, nurse 

practitioner in a hospital ICU in Wash-

ington, DC., two nurses in Tennessee 

and Virginia, and a physician assis-

tant in Pennsylvania who are living 

conscious of the risks. Not to be for-

gotten are the host of students, con-

cerned parents, and employees on 

standby with which every family is ac-

quainted.  Praise God for the day 

these moments will be behind us. 

Covid-19 Humor: 

When I go out to Kolbs, I wash my hands 
to the tune of Happy Birthday. When I put 
gas in the truck, I wash my hands to the tune 

of Happy Birthday. When I put trash in 
the bin, I wash my hands to the tune of 

Happy Birthday. All week long, I have 
washed my hands to the tune of Happy 
Birthday…by now I am 100 years old. 

Nurse Jena Verish is on duty as a Medical ICU Nurse at 
Lakeland Regional Medical Center in Lakeland Florida. 
She is a first responder amidst the coronavirus. Jena 
graduated from the University of Tampa in 2017. She is 
the daughter of Pat and Bob Verish, and the grand-
daughter of our own Edie Duranto. She was scheduled to 
be married to her fiancée David Brandt in March but 
was fortunately able to reschedule for September. 

Need Support During the Pandemic? 

Suicide Prevention - 800-866-7233 

Domestic Violence - 800-866-7233 

Counseling - Creative Health Services 610-326-9250  
Pastor Hines - 410-963-1721 
Dr. Lucille Ijoy, Family Therapist - 215-224-1783        
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Like all of us, Mr. Bush misses going to church, but at the age of 97 he still keeps up with his Beth-
el family. He is as sharp as a tack and does not miss a beat of Bethel happenings. He carefully 
reads each Banner and keeps his home companions well informed. Cards from members have 
often been displayed on a special table in his home, and piled high when space runs out. He in-
quirers of unfamiliar signatures and the wellbeing of new members with whom he is less famil-
iar. Phone calls with Mr. Bush are a delight because he is quite a man of honor. He is also a veter-
an of the United States Army. He served during WWII under General George S. Patton. His first day 
of duty as a machine gunner was June 1st 1943. His unit overtook German forces on September 
13th and Mr. Bush was hit with shrapnel and sent to a tent hospital in Nancy, France where they 
operated on his knee.  He was then flown to England where he stayed until they could get him on 
a boat to the U.S.  He landed in NYC on Christmas Day but they could not get him off the ship until 
the next day because of the holiday.  He was then sent to Rome, Georgia. He spent a year in a 
cast. 
He retired from the army in 1946 and sought work as a civilian with the shrapnel still embedded 

in his leg.  After finding a job, he was married to his beloved Evelyn for 63 years. They and their 

fine son, shared continual love for Bethel. We claim Mr. Bush, not only one of America’s heroes, 

but one of Bethel’s heroes as well.   

Be sure to visit the Bethel Wall of Veterans near Mower Hall where all Bethel service members 

are listed as beloved heroes and heroines. 

A Bethel Nonagenarian  
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Meet our new Bethel neighbor, Blanche. 
She has lived on Eleanor Drive for 
about a year. She takes walks around 
the church with her "mom" from time to 
time. This four year old Newfoundland, 
weighs a mere 160 pounds! 

You Can Move Mountains 

In Matthew 17:20, Jesus told his disci-

ples that, with faith, they could move 

mountains. While that sounds impossi-

ble, I have seen a mountain moved. 

When I was in Viet Nam, there was a 

small mountain near the army canton-

ment area at Cam Ranh Bay that the 

Corps of Engineers had begun mining 

for stone to build roads. Each day, at 

noon, a siren sounded and a blast went 

off on the mountain. Bulldozers then be-

gan scooping up the rocks so trucks 

could move them to rock crushers to be 

turned into the aggregate for roadways 

and concrete building projects. 

A year later, when I left that country, 
what was left of the mountain was barely 
noticeable. That may not be what you 
would expect when you say faith can 
move a mountain, but that mountain did 
move. – Aubrey Bates 

Bethel's Historian Featured in Coventry 
Living Magazine 

 
The May 2020 edition features a two page 

article entitled A Memorial Day Tradition. The 
author is Bethel's own Michael Osiol! 

 

Seekers Class Meets During quarantine at 9 

a.m. on Sundays!   

Bethel News  

Missing from this class picture are regulars Cal-

ci (Demarco's Dog), (Cosette and Penelope, 

(Phyllis's Cats), Cuddles (Trish's cat). Duncan 

(Corbett's dog), Holly ( Kunsch's Dog), Rusty 

(Osiol's Dog), 
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Twenty for 2020 

During our January training and planning retreat, we were reminded of our need to deepen our prayer life in 

2020. On the 20th day of every month, we will dedicate ourselves to pray for at least TWO MINUTES for Bethel to 

seek God diligently, serve God faithfully, and obey God quickly and we will offer up to 20 MINUTES to offer prayers 

for our General Conference proposing an amicable separation around inclusion of LGBTQ persons as well as 

prayers for the Global Church. Everyone is encouraged to connect with a prayer partner in person, in the Bethel 

Sanctuary, via email, or phone.  

We are stronger together! 

A Page For Prayer  

About Prayer  

Bold prayers honor God and God honor bold prayers. 

God isn’t offended by your biggest dreams or boldest 

prayers. He is offended by anything less.  

~ Mark Batterson ~ 

A Kindled Fire — “I can worship outside among nature just as well as I can inside a church building.” 
That claim is especially common during the summer, when church attendance tends to decline. 
 
Certainly it’s possible to worship and talk to God among his creation. In fact, George Washington 
Carver called nature “an unlimited broadcasting station, through which God speaks to us every hour, 
if we will only tune in.” And Martin Luther said, “God writes the Gospel not in the Bible alone, but 
also on trees, and in the flowers and clouds and stars.” 
A kindled fire 

“I can worship outside among nature just as well as I can inside a church building.” That claim is espe-
cially common during the summer, when church attendance tends to decline. 
 
Certainly it’s possible to worship and talk to God among his creation. In fact, George Washington 
Carver called nature “an unlimited broadcasting station, through which God speaks to us every hour, 
if we will only tune in.” And Martin Luther said, “God writes the Gospel not in the Bible alone, but 
also on trees, and in the flowers and clouds and stars.” 
 
Yet corporate, or church, worship is still vital. Luther also noted: “At home, in my own house, there 
is no warmth or vigor in me, but in the church when the multitude is gathered together, a fire is kin-
dled in my heart and it breaks its way through.” When we’re away from God’s house, we miss bless-
ings and opportunities including communion, fellowship and support. So this summer, spend time in 
nature but won’t neglect “to meet together” (see Hebrews 10:25)! 
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Children and Youth  

Dudley’s Joke of the Month  

Q: Why do fish like worms?  

A: Because they are hooked on them. 

 

Q: What did the egg say to the Easter Bunny?  

A: You crack me up!! 

Play It Again, Sam!  

Congratulations to Sam Turley, grandnephew of Mary Tyson. Sam was awarded a full scholarship at 

the Philadelphia University of the Arts, home of the Curtis Institute and the Philadelphia Orchestra. 

Already a member of the Youth Orchestra and the Bravo Brass Band of Curtis, he has developed the 

talents that God has given him through outstanding mentoring, family support and excellent experi-

ences.  

Sam’s sights were set on playing in South Africa with Carnegie and with the Owen J Robert’s School 

band at Disney World this summer, but plans have been cancelled due to the pandemic.  
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 VBS UPDATE!!! 

Due to COVID-19, VBS  

has been cancelled this year. Please see 

youth page for details. 

But we will be back next summer!!!  
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** Emelia Barton ‘s birthday was 
on May 10th and we missed it in 
the last banner!! Sorry Emelia!!!  

We recently asked our Bethel Christian Preschool Board Members why 
they volunteer 

 to be Board Members and here are their answers! 
If you’d like to join the fun and become a BCP Board Member,  
just let me know at bethelcp@verizon.net or 610-412-7464!    

Take Care!  
Janet Hunter     

Director 
 

The Bethel Christian Preschool is a vital outreach mission of Bethel 
Church. I joined the Advisory Board to help maintain the Christian per-

spective of their teachings, to assist in finding adequate funding to make 
the school self-supporting, and to connect the church with the communi-
ty. The children are our future. My grandchild attended the school, and 
I was so impressed at the quality of instruction, the social interaction 

and the life skills that the children were receiving that I wanted to be a 
part of the planning and management of this dynamic venture. I will con-

tinue to assist wherever I can be useful. 
Aubrey Bates, Certified Lay Minister 

 

Once upon a time three youth leaders from BUMC had a dream.  They 
dreamed that the young children from BUMC and the community needed 
a Christian Preschool.  They dreamed that the young children and their 
families would come to know Jesus, live good lives, grow with love and be 

ready for Kindergarten.  That dream became reality with the Bethel 
Christian Preschool.  As one of those dreamers, I serve Bethel Christian 
Preschool and those children and families by being a member of the BCP 

Advisory Board.  This service continues to make the Bethel Christian 
Preschool dream come true. 

Barb Hanlon 

 
Even though I came on to the BCP Board as the SPRC representative, I 
am blessed to be serving in this capacity.  BCP is an integral mission for 
Bethel, as outreach programs for children lay the foundation for a life-
long love of Jesus Christ.  It is never too early to begin a walk of faith, 

and Miss Janet and Miss Kristy create a safe and loving environment 
where Christian values are developed in fun and exciting ways.  It is a 

joy to be part of this ministry. 

Terry Miller 

 

BCP Administrative Board offers many interesting challenges.  But, I en-
joy helping to plan fun things for the children to learn about and knowing 

that we are offering important skills to our students.   

Trish Richards 

June 1  Nicole Moore 

June 2  Paul Long 

June 2  Joann Murray 

June 3  Anna Bodor 

June 3  Elaine O’Connor 

June 5  Wesley DeMarco 

June 6  Bob Miller 

June 6  Jeffrey Wood 

June 10 Danielle Stauffer 

June 11 Tyler Collins 

June 12 Bethany Davis 

June 13 Mary Yusko 

June 18 Gwynn Davies 

June 18 Ed Howard 

June 19 Craig Horvath 

June 19 Casey Ohst 

June 21 Craig Collins 

June 21 Kerriann Shutt 

June 21 William McMillan 

June 22 John Kessler 

June 22 Cheryl Yeager 

June 24 Bobby James 

June 24 Bethany Kilroy 

June 25 Sandra Shultz 

June 25 Alyssa Mullins 

June 29 Glenn Guest, Sr. 

June 29 George Quay 

June 30 Michelle Vondercrone 

June 30 Walter Shultz 

mailto:bethelcp@verizon.net
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BETHEL UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 

 

 Articles for Next Issue Due:  

June 8, 2020 

Missed last week's service? Visit bethelumchurch.com to 

read the bulletin and Pastor Hines' message! 

Published by: Samantha Stauffer 

Bethel United Methodist Church 

952 Bethel Church Road 

Spring City, PA 19475 

Pastor:  Rev. Jacqueline Hines 

Church Office: (610) 495-6807 

Church Office Hours: 9am –1pm Monday through 

Friday 

Parsonage Phone: (610) 495-5070 Pastor’s Cell: 

410-963-1721 

E-mail: betheloffice952@aol.com  

Visit us at: 
www.bethelumchurch.com  

+ Christian Symbol +  

Follow us at bethelspringcity on Instagram  
and bethelumchurch on Facebook 

Olive 

 
The olive branch is a symbol of peace, 
harmony and healing. Olive trees pro-
vide shelter, as well as oil used for oint-
ment and consecration. The olive branch 
also represents deliverance from hard-
ships and anxiety because a dove brought 
an olive leaf back to Noah’s ark after the 
flood ended (Genesis 8:11).  

Marie Spiece Casey and Kirk Casey are expecting 
their first child in June. It's a girl!!  

mailto:betheloffice952@verizon.net

