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Bethel Banner 2020 

 

Shameless 

A friend of mine from the Lancaster community had 

access to tickets to hear Toni Morrison 1993 winner 

of the Nobel Prize. When Bonnie realized she could 

only get one ticket, she insisted I go since she had 

already had an opportunity to see her once. I car-

ried my copy of her The Bluest Eye to be auto-

graphed. As always, it is a blessing to be in the 

presence of excellence.  

Recently, I borrowed her splendidly done video doc-

umentary The Pieces I Am, in which she described 

growing up in Lorain, Ohio. She describes a time 

when the community was not wealthy and there was 

no shame in being poor. People had their basic 

needs met and being wealthy was not a prize to be 

obtained.  

September 6 Matthew 18:15-20 “Reconciliation—

God Will Do It!” 

September 13 Matthew 18:21-35 “Reconciliation– 

Forgiving Seventy-Seven Times” 

September 20 Matthew 20:1-16 “Reconciliation– 

What’s Fair” 

September 27 Matthew 21:23-32 “Reconciliation– 

Changing Our Mind”  

Sunday Services Have Resumed Outside!!  

Effective August 23rd, we will be having outdoor 

services at 11am in the Shick Shack Pavilion. 

Masks and social distancing are required.  

We hope to see you there!! 
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Spring City Food Pantry (Project Outreach): 
The Spring City Food Pantry (Project Outreach) is 
back to accepting food donations by appointment on-
ly.  Items may once again be placed on the collection 
table at church now that we are in the "Green 
Phase."  The Mission team will restart the monthly 
drop-off when we get a good amount together.   

The 2 items for September will be canned fruit 
and dry cereal.   

Thank you in advance for your donations! 

The United Methodist Women will be holding the annual Bazaar on Saturday, November 14th.  It has not 

yet been decided how it will be structured due to the COVID guidelines, but if nothing else, there will be 

Soup-to-Go!  

B.U.S. Update: Hopefully, BUS will meet 

again Tuesday,  September 8th, 2020, 

at 11:30 am in the Cafe.  It will NOT be 

catered.  Everyone will bring your own 

lunch but, Dessert will be provided. En-

tertainment will be Nick Viscuso on the 

Keyboard. There will be a signup sheet 

in the Sanctuary Corridor.  

Charge Conference will be via zoom this year. It is 

scheduled for Wednesday November 4 from 6:30 to 

8 p.m. District Superintendent Rev. Evelyn Kent-

Clark will preside.  

The Banner Wants to 

Know! 

What movies, books, television 

shows, devotionals, games, 

podcasts, magazines, etc. have 

you 

enjoyed (or would not recom-

mend) now that you cannot in-

dulge in your regular routines? 

Share your list. Names are op-

tional. 

Lasagna Dinner  to Benefit Scholarships  

                for BCP Children                  

        Saturday, September 12, 2020 

       TAKE OUT ONLY  2:00 to 6:00 PM 

 

BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

952 Bethel Church Rd., Spring City PA 

19475 

 

Gluten Free and Vegetarian Available 

Price:  $12 Adults  $5 Children under ten   

Children under five free 

To Order Tickets contact: 

Janet Hunter bethelcp@verizon.net or 610 

412-7464 

or Barb Hanlon at newidea@msn.com 

mailto:bethelcp@verizon.net
mailto:newidea@msn.com
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Need Support During the Pandemic? 

Suicide Prevention - 800-866-7233 

Domestic Violence - 800-866-7233 

Counseling - Creative Health Services 610-326-
9250  
Pastor Hines - 410-963-1721 
Dr. Lucille Ijoy, Family Therapist - 215-224-1783        
 

How is Sarah Thompson? 

 Sarah was a regular worshiper at Bethel when she lived in the area and worked side by side with the 

Bethel Christian Preschool Advisory Committee on occasion.  You may remember the lovely hats that 

she wore every Sunday. After building her own home, one of her retirement dreams, she moved to 

Schwenksville and joined Mt. Olive Baptist Church of Pottstown. 

 In March she went on a tour of the holy lands (Egypt, Israel, and Turkey) and would have been on lock-

down in the Middle East if they had not returned March 11th, a day earlier than scheduled. They were 

detoured from Jordan back to Jerusalem and endured the grueling ten hour flight from Turkey. 

 One of the persons who accompanied Sarah on the trip had a respiratory infection that spread. When 

she got home, Sarah too, had respiratory distress. Urgent Care, concerned that she might have Covid-

19, put her on quarantine. Her test came through a few days later as negative though she spent six 

weeks with a nebulizer every four hours and antibiotics to cure her bronchitis and laryngitis. 

 Her sister visiting from South Carolina stayed with her in Pennsylvania for three months until the virus 

subsided. It was nice that she, like many of us received a generous stimulus check, but it came unex-

pectedly in the form of a debit card, so she shredded the envelope. Happily, when her brother informed 

her that it was indeed valid, she found it in the recycling bin a little pressed but still usable! 

 As the week of the pandemic went by, Sarah dusted off her old sewing machine after years in storage. 

So far she has made 250 masks and designed some of them with her church (Mt Olive) logo. They 

plan to resume services outdoors in August. 

 
Young People Scammed  
During the Pandemic 

 
The Doctor's broadcasted a show declaring 
that young people are three times more likely 
to be scammed online than seniors. Why? 
They may more easily give out their personal 
information to scammers. Scammers are tal-
ented and millennials are more gullible than 
we think they should be.  
 
The fact of the matter is that many of us have 
been scammed at least once. Being scammed 
can be embarrassing and humiliating. That is 
why we make it our business as Christians to 
seek the Lord diligently, serve God faithfully, 
and obey our master quickly. The Christian life 
is a yoke that is easy and makes our burdens 
light. 
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Guess Who? 

What choir member has a Level 2 Cer-

tification for coaching bowling and, 

after a decade, is still in contact with 

her mentees?   

Unscramble the answer: SAIL YIREL 

Double  K Ranch in Texas!! 

Karen Kehs and Dallas moved from PA and have been living at the KK Ranch for about 5 years. For those who 
don’t know, Dallas is Karen’s mini-pig who has “blown” his coat recently. His usual hairy coat shaped into a 
Mohawk is now more of a buzz cut. By winter, he should have a full length coat again. Dallas, now 3 yrs and 
100lbs is still Karen’s main man and best snuggler!! 

Karen is one of four generations in her family who 
grew up in Bethel. The Mowrer family has a significant 
legacy as part of Bethel’s foundation. One of the rea-
sons Karen has found contentment in Tarpley, Texas 
is that she found a Southern Baptist Church that is 
very much like Bethel where she grew up.  Nice people 
with loving hearts. They were eventually impacted by 
Covid-19 like the rest of the world, but had no cases. 
Since the second week in July, they have returned to 
indoor worship with about 40 persons attending 
which is about half of what it had been.   

Karen is quite content with her new life even though there is no cable and just enough internet to connect 
with family and friends. Fortunately, she keeps busy and out of trouble serving as teller and financial secre-
tary at church as well as sewing and crafting.  She rarely misses an opportunity to participate in a game of 
Dominoes and Bingo. The Woman’s Club that she hangs out with is also a book club and travels to places like 
nurseries that harvest plants unique to Texas. She doesn’t even mind that Tarpley has only about 100 resi-
dents, a Church, a fire station and a post office and  
that she has to drive a three mile dirt road through 
a creek (pronounced Kreek, not Krik) that occasion-
ally swells and is unpassable. The closest gas sta-
tion, bank and grocery store is 18 miles away. If you 
have ever lived in Texas you may recall the more 
common HEB grocer, but that is farther away. The 
major traffic jam she encounters is due to the cat-
tle crossing. They take their sweet time moving out 
of the way. She has traded in her Phila- ewe’s guys for y’all’s!  However, whenever she and Dallas return, they 
feel right at home, in the midst of all the TX wildlife(deer, jack rabbits, wild hogs, roadrunners, wild turkey 
and armadillos), surrounded by a beautiful hill country and breathtaking view of God’s creation. 
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Allen is ready to return to playing the 

chimes! In the meantime, he is practicing 

on his friend Jean's piano, now that he is 

free to travel.  

Willow Trout Turns Two! 

Karen Kehs’ youngest grandchild Willow is now two years 

old. She received a swing for her bir thday from Grandma 

who could not celebrate with her in person. The last time she 

saw her was Christmas. Daddy John set the swing up. Bri-

anna would have helped but she was napping after tending 

to her garden full of squash, tomatoes, cucumbers, and pep-

pers. She topped most of us by starting some plants from 

seeds! 

Karen’s daughter Tina and granddaughter Abby have been 

living in in North Carolina now for about a year after her 

job transfer!  Tina is currently working from home (due to 

COVID) for IPS construction co.  Abby is stil l spor ting her 

blue hair and caring for her many bearded dragon pets!!   

An Update from the Moore Family: Harry is 6 years old and has 

enjoyed attending Bethel with his 

Nana Barbara and Poppop  Ron 

Moore since he was about 2 years 

old. Harry is also a graduate of 

Bethel Christian Preschool 

(2016/2018 school year) and Pre-K 

program (2018/2019 school year). 

We are always happy to see the 

Sunday School activity/art when he 

comes home and he very much 

looks forward to when he can see 

everyone's friendly smiles again 

soon.  

Eleanor is 6 months old now and has been a very happy baby. 

She loves to giggle and laugh at 

her big brother when he makes silly 

sounds and faces. She loves music 

and when Mommy sings to her. 

When Daddy walks into the room 

her smile is the only thing you see! 

We hope to include her in the 

Nursery and Sunday School as she 

gets older, and we look forward to 

watching her grow among the 

Bethel Church family.  
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Construction Update  

Trustee chair Ralph Emery and son Mike 

built this beautiful temporary wall to keep 

the dust from entering the fellowship hall 

and lobby.  

Ralph and 

Mike have 

been hard at 

work for the 

last few 

weeks. The 

new accessible 

restrooms are 

on their way.  

 Confirmands have a special role in worship. Jackson and 
Lucas read Psalm 133 together.  

Jean Domin and Peg-
gy Linderman discuss 
generous Bethel do-
nations of Giant Cards 
for victims of  the 
North Coventry fire.  

 About 40 persons attended the second communion 
service that also acknowledged our newest members.  

 Pastor Hines, our new District Superintendent Rev. 
Evelyn Kent Clark and her husband retired Methodist 
Pastor Rev. Noah Reid as worship begins.  
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Meet Kristen Starner  

Bethel’s new Youth Director! 
 

Kristen Starner comes to us with over ten 

years experience as a Spanish teacher at the 

high school level and as the Youth Director 

for Glenmoore UMC.  She and her husband, 

Michael, became members of Bethel in 2018 along with their 3 boys.  Jackson (15) and Lucas (12)  affirmed their 

commitment at an outdoor confirmation service in the Shick Shack on August 2, while their proud brother, Max (9) 

watched on.  Though the pandemic has altered our lives and activities significantly, it has not diminished Bethel’s 

call to connect with the children and youth.  Kristen looks forward to facilitating a program of ministry for the youth 

of the church which will encourage them to develop their gifts and talents and to use them in the service of the 

church and in praising God.   

BETHEL YOUTH ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

… DISTANCING  WHO:   All kids,  young and 
old, who like ice cream  

 

WHAT:  A socially dis-
tanced kickoff to the school 
year with fun activities and 

ice cream for everyone 

 

WHERE:  The Shick Shack 
@ Bethel UMC 

 

WHEN:  Youth Sunday,  
Aug. 30th @ 3:00 

Calling all youth!  Whether you are young or just young at heart, everyone is invit-
ed!  Come out to reconnect with old friends or make some new friends, enjoy a lit-

tle ice cream and have some fun to kick off the new school year. 

Below are two short surveys.   

Youth in grades 6-12, please fill out the 
Bethel Youth Survey: https://
s.surveyplanet.com/j16eQ43Ini 

 

Parents and congregation members,  please 
fill out the Bethel Parent/Congregation Sur-
vey: https://s.surveyplanet.com/y1n5agy5QC 

Thank you in advance!   

This information will help develop programs and 
activities to meet the interests and needs of our 
youth.  Please respond ASAP.  

https://s.surveyplanet.com/j16eQ43Ini
https://s.surveyplanet.com/j16eQ43Ini
https://s.surveyplanet.com/y1n5agy5QC
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Special thanks to Katrina for updating our playground!  
 

Congrats on earning your  Girl Scout Gold Award! Special 
thanks to members of  Bethel United Methodist Church: 
Bob, Terry and Tina Miller, Bob Meissner, Hal Shutt, and 
Katrina's Mom, Cathy, who worked so hard in the heat to 
help Katrina get the playground looking great for the new 
school year!  
We would also like to extend an additional thank you to 
Peggy Linderman for providing the stain for the ark and the 
Shutt family for a donation from the Daniel Shutt Memori-
al fund for the mulch.  

September 1  Robert Graeff 

September 1  Mary Tyson 

September 4  Scott Osiol 

September 6  Norman Segner 

September 6  Alexander Gerber  

September 7  Barbara Gill 

September 7  Linda Unger 

September 7  Nicole Lederer 

September 8  Ryan Conway 

September 8  Lisa Riley 

September 11 Mary Parke 

September 11 Kathryn Tschantre 

September 13 Barry Kerchner 

September 13 Chris Cuthbert 

September 15 Michael Steele 

September 15 David Guest 

September 17 Tyler Shantz 

September 18 Joan Spiece 

September 18 Analisa Romberg 

September 18  Grayson Duber 

September 19 Liam Conway 

September 20  Darlene Robinson 

September 20 Lori Williams 

September 21 Austin DeMarco 

September 21 Peter Gill 

September 21 Jim O’Connor 

September 21 Sean Davis 

September 21 Justin Daubert 

September 23 Cheryl Mullins 

September 24 Diane Raab 

September 25 Joyce Shutt 

September 26 Adele Groman 

September 26 Mark Ferriss 

September 27 Russell Bush, Sr. 

Bethel Christian Preschool will be 
continuing our ministry to share the 
love of Jesus with the children and 
their families this fall by starting the 
school year in September virtually. We 
will be revisiting in October to hopeful-
ly reopen in person in November.  
 
Typically, August is the month for 

BUMC members to donate to the BCP Scholarship Fund.  
 
We are still requesting donations for scholarships at this time.  
You  can send a check to BCP at the Church or use the BCP Venmo 
@Janet-Hunter-22. 
 

Please keep us in your prayers as we navigate this new  
adventure! 
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Twenty for 2020 

During our January training and planning retreat, we were reminded of our need to deepen our prayer life in 2020. On the 

20th day of every month, we will dedicate ourselves to pray for at least TWO MINUTES for Bethel to seek God diligently, 

serve God faithfully, and obey God quickly and we will offer up to 20 MINUTES to offer prayers for our General Conference 

proposing an amicable separation around inclusion of LGBTQ persons as well as prayers for the Global Church. Everyone 

is encouraged to connect with a prayer partner in person, in the Bethel Sanctuary, via email, or phone.  

We are stronger together! 

A Page For Prayer  

John Wesley maintained an interest in the 

abolition movement until he died.  

Wesley also famously said: 

"Give liberty to whom liberty is due, that is, 

to every child of man, to every partaker of 

human nature. Let none serve you but by 

his own act and deed, by his own volun-

tary action. Away with all whips, all chains, 

all compulsion. Be gentle toward all men; 

and see that you invariably do with every 

one as you would he should do unto you." 

Thought’s For The Day from  

“The Upper Room”  

I can rest in God’s promise to supply whatever I 

need to serve.  

When I take steps of faith to follow Jesus, I will 

surely taste God’s goodness.  

We all can learn to hear God's will for our lives. He will show 
up In the grand scheme of HIS mosaic and in the microscop-
ic details of each fiber. 
Picture a beautiful rolling field dotted with flowers and small 
shrubbery and trees. Beautiful majestic trees. Did each 
blade of grass or tree start that way? 
NO emphatically NOT!  
 
Just as we do not start knowing God and praising God. We 
must daily and regularly nurture that relationship. We must 
regularly seek to turn our eyes to the SON. 
As we grow physically we will also encounter moments that 
will help us grow emotionally and thus spiritually.  
There can not be spiritual growth without emotional growth. 
We must all learn to respond to the circumstances of the life 
we are given and thus we will learn to become emotionally 
mature. 
Anxiety, anger, fear are all real feelings and have value in 
that they remind us to seek God to help us navigate 
the pitfalls in this life we are given.  
As we physically mature we learn to listen and seek the ad-
vice of others beyond our immediate family. God places peo-
ple into our lives when we need them to be there. 
God is constantly guiding us and directing us and teaching 
us to trust in HIM.  
 
How does this play into knowing God's will?  
 HE IS SOVEREIGN IN ALL THINGS! 
 GOD LOVES ALL HIS CREATIONS AS IF THEY WERE 
THE ONLY ONE HE CREATED. 
 
On this journey (thanks Pastor Tim) we must constantly ask 
ourselves carefully and prayerfully: 
1. Is what I am doing consistent with the word of God?  
      Read His book. It has ALL the answers. 
2. Honestly and openly can I ask God to help me achieve 
this goal? 
      If it is for His glory then YES! 
      If it is for your own wants then see the answer to #1 
3. Is there peace in my soul as I make this decision? 
     True Peace that lets you know, that you know, that you 
know what you thought or did was from God. 
 
In all things pray before speaking and always lead with love 
and compassion and kindness. 

By Deb (Just Plain Deb) Len   

(Submitted by Betty Jo Borzick)  

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and 

the treasury of compassion inexhaustible, 

look kindly upon us and increase Your mer-

cy in us, that in difficult moments we 

might not despair nor become despondent, 

but with great confidence submit ourselves 

to Your holy will, which is Love and Mercy 

itself.  
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BETHEL UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 

 

 Articles for Next Issue Due:  

September 14, 2020 

Published by: Samantha Stauffer 

Bethel United Methodist Church 

952 Bethel Church Road 

Spring City, PA 19475 

Pastor:  Rev. Jacqueline Hines 

Church Office: (610) 495-6807 

Church Office Hours: 9am –1pm Monday through 

Friday 

Parsonage Phone: (610) 495-5070  

Pastor’s Cell: 410-963-1721 

E-mail: betheloffice952@aol.com  

Visit us at: 

www.bethelumchurch.com  

Follow us at bethelspringcity on Instagram  
and bethelumchurch on Facebook 

Missed last week's service?  

Visit bethelumchurch.com to read the bulletin/

announcements and Pastor Hines' message! 

Christian Symbol   

Cross Crosslet 

This cross is formed of four smaller 

Latin crosses joined at their over-

lapping bases. The cross as a whole 

represents the spreading of the gos-

pel to the four corners of the earth. 

This cross is often used in connec-

tion with missions. 

mailto:betheloffice952@verizon.net

