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Sunday Services Have Resumed Outside!!  

Effective August 23rd, we will be having outdoor services at 

11am in the Shick Shack Pavilion.  

Wear your masks and prepare to social distance.  

We hope to see you there!! 

Bethel Banner  

October 2020 

World wide communion Sunday: What better 

way to celebrate by bringing or sending a story 

of a one to two minute heroic covid-19 story, or 

miracle or mystery to be shared during worship. 

Deadline October 2 at 10 a.m. 

October 4th — “Paul & the Church in Philippi: 

The Prize” Philippians 3:4b-14 

October 11th —  “Paul & the Church in Philip-

pi: Prayer, Pleasing, Peace, and Purity” Philip-

pians 4:1-9 

October 18th  Laity Sunday —  Lay Leader 

Donna Kunsch Preaching 

October 25th — “Paul & the Church in Philip-

pi: Opposition” 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8  
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Spring City Food Pantry (Project Outreach): The 
Spring City Food Pantry (Project Outreach) is back 
to accepting food donations by appointment on-
ly.  Items may once again be placed on the collec-
tion table at church now that we are in the "Green 
Phase."  The Mission team will restart the monthly 
drop-off when we get a good amount together.   

The 2 items for October will be Macaroni & 
Cheese and canned mixed vegetables 

Thank you in advance for your donations! 

Charge Conference will be via zoom this year. 

It is scheduled for Wednesday November 4 

from 6:30 to 8 p.m. District Superintendent Rev. 

Evelyn Kent-Clark will preside. Log in to 

zoom.com and enter the following meeting 

ID number to enter the call: 798 903 3336 – 

no passcode or link needed! (Think of it like 

entering a phone number!)  

The United Methodist Women's Annual Christmas Bazaar will be structured differently due to the 

Covid situation.  Not to worry-THERE WILL BE SOUP!!!!!  Preorders will be taken for soup, hoagies, 

and jellies/jams. Pot Pie, Vegetable Beef, Ham and Bean, and Chicken Corn Noodle will be on 

the menu.  All items will be available for walk-in purchase that day, as well as a bake table. 

There will be no vendors, and we may have to forego Attic Treasures.  Look for more information 

and the order form in the November Banner. Remember:  Pot Pie sells out fast, so make sure you 

preorder to guarantee your delivery!  

Boscov’s Fundraiser Day October 14th & 15th 

Peggy Linderman is at it once again. She is inviting all of us at Bethel along with our family and 

friends to shop at Boscov's during their two-day Family and Friend's Day sale when Boscov's 

grants each shopper a 20% discount on most items and 10% on some others, and Boscov's 

makes a generous donation of 5% of the totals purchased. 

Peggy and her crew have organized this opportunity for 5 years. Participants of family and 

friends have ranged across several states. It is easy to find a great bargain or you can beat the 

crowd and find the best Christmas gift during the two-day sale. Our goal for 2020 is $400. 

This year, because of Covid-19, the procedure is contactless. We are not using the little cards 

we have used previously. When you arrive at Boscov’s on either of the two sale days, as you 

get to the register to check out, tell them the non-profit you select is BETHEL UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH IN SPRING CITY. (You can also do this for your online purchases.) 

Peggy and Sam have made sure that Bethel has pre-registered and is on every Boscov’s offi-

cial list. 

We hope to see you then, wearing a mask and social distancing,  

but seeing each other nevertheless! 

 Inspirational T-Shirt Contest: Wear or bring your most inspirational T-Shirt for the second and third Sunday of 

October (October 11 and 18). Betty Jo Borzick will guide the congregation in a vote each Sunday for two win-

ners. The two prizes for October 11 are gift certificates for O'Grady's and  the two prizes for October 18 will 

be gift certificates for the Ridge Restaurant. 
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District Conference Update ~ Our District Conference was held 6:30pm, on Tuesday September 

15th via Zoom. Donna Kunsch and Aubrey Bates  were in attendance. Bishop Peggy Johnson opened the 

meeting with an explanation of resolutions to be presented at Annual Conference October 9 and 10. She 

also recommended resources: How to Be An Antiracist by Ibram X. Kendi, 25 Things Churches Can Do to 

Dismantle Racism and a statement by the National Laity Committee. The links for these can be found be-

low and are also posted on the bulletin board outside of the church office. The meeting closed with this 

blessing from one of our Conference Deacons, Rev. Susan Worrel:  

 

May God bless you with a restless discomfort  

about easy answers, half-truths and superficial relationships, 

so that you may seek truth boldly and love deep within your heart. 

 

May God bless you with holy anger at injustice, oppression, 

and exploitation of people, so that you may tirelessly work for 

justice, freedom, and peace among all people. 

 

May God bless you with the gift of tears to shed with those who suffer 

from pain, rejection, starvation, or the loss of all that they cherish, so that 

you may 

reach out your hand to comfort them and transform their pain into joy. 

 

May God bless you with enough foolishness to believe that 

you really CAN make a difference in this world, so that you are able, 

with God's grace, to do what others claim cannot be done. 

 

And the blessing of God the Supreme 

Majesty and our Creator, 

Jesus Christ the Incarnate Word who is our 

brother and Saviour, 

and the Holy Spirit, our Advocate and 

Guide, be with you 

and remain with you, this day and forever-

more. 
AMEN. 

 

(A four-fold Benedictine Blessing - Sr. Ruth 

Marlene Fox, osb - 1985) 
 

“25 Ways To Affirm Diversity” https://

www.resourceumc.org/en/content/25-

ways-to-affirm-diversity 

“Lay Ministry Letter” https://

www.epaumc.org/ministry/lay/ 

 

https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/25-ways-to-affirm-diversity
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/25-ways-to-affirm-diversity
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/25-ways-to-affirm-diversity
https://www.epaumc.org/ministry/lay/
https://www.epaumc.org/ministry/lay/
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The Finance Committee is pleased to report that 
we have now raised $40,000 to go towards the 
remodeling of our men’s and ladies’ bathrooms 
downstairs.  We wish to thank all the faithful do-
nators to the Building Fund for this project in 
such a short time.  Special thanks goes to our 
Secret Santa who matched approximately 
$15,000 towards this project.  

Still Working to Decrease Your Implicit Bias? 

Watch this enlightening video featuring Rev. Christine Caine and Dr. Anita Philips entitled Race and 
Restoration in the Body of Christ. The dialogue between a trauma-informed therapist and a pastor who 
rescues women victims of sex trafficking is filled with tools and research that help all who are serious 
about working with the Holy Spirit to forgive and heal from our cultural transgressions.  

https://youtu.be/W1P6AXjXnXc 

One Bethel member who watched said this, "The entire video was enlightening, but I was most struck 
by the studies Dr. Phillips referenced toward the end: 1) police estimating ages of black and white male 
youth based on photos (youth were the same ages but estimates were older for blacks, younger for 
whites); 2) a study tracking eye movements indicated teachers viewing videos of small white and black 
boys together identified black boys as behaving ‘badly. ’Even if our hearts say ‘ there is no difference’, 
we have learned to see differences.” 

Michael Osiol is a regular writer for Coventry Living. 

His latest work is about a Parker Ford business man 

who was visited by a turtle who showed up every 

spring for 25 years.   

Ralph, chair of Trustees, rides a motorcycle to 
church during his last few weeks of constructing a 

restroom that accommodates a wheelchair. 

Who is This??  Please follow these links to take a tour 

with Linda and Jeff for a spectacular view 

of Kelsey's Bridge during the recent 

downpour as well as their artistry at the 

interfaith (Christian, Muslim, Jewish) 

chapel at the unique model of education 

at Philadelphia's Cristo Rey High School.  

~~~ 

https://drive.google.com/file/

d/1_Z39b2OuyAhXwFLaOj5i4MrDv3CQ

K-B7/view 

https://drive.google.com/file/

d/1DAq0dAgwUCb9VuWLLEAeaDqdvmj

WLKF3/view 
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Spring and Summer at the Rowley House  

 

Doug took a sabbatical from his elementary physical education position this spring, but 

spent the second half of it teaching Kindergarten to our son Drew. Jen recorded & posted 

elementary music lessons from March - June for her French Creek students.  When not 

teaching/learning, the Rowley family enjoys bike riding on local trails with bikes they res-

cued from family member's basements; purchasing new ones is tough to do these days.  They 

are not pretty, but get the job done!  In June, we hosted a socially distanced Epilepsy Walk 

around our development to honor Jack since the Philadelphia walk went virtual. We had a 

great time vacationing at a friend's condo in Ocean City, MD.  Ft. Myer's Beach, FL will have 

to wait till 2021.  Drew lost his first tooth in August and loves spending his time drawing, 

building Legos and playing with his cousins.  After a busy summer of golfing, Doug returned 

to digital/live instruction at East Vincent last week. Jen took family leave to stay home and 

facilitate Drew's 1st grade lessons for a few weeks.  He goes to Limerick Elementary School 

and is excited to have a "boy" teacher for the first time.  We're all looking forward to fall tradi-

tions with friends and family.     

 Missionary Terri Bilger Fitts writes in her newsletter of her work along her husband Robbie, 

“reaching the lost, underserved, veterans, working poor, and homeless" in central Florida. Their team 

offers legal aid for tenant and civil rights... all while the foundation is sharing the gospel in word, deed, 

and example.  

 Terri understands charity begins at home so she regularly calls and prays for her mom Marian 

Bilger over the phone.  They also pray together for needs in the Body that are made known. It is won-

derful that she is a genuine servant and willing vessel, allowing the Holy Spirit to show mercy and kind-

ness.  

Below is  one of her prayers:  

Jesus, You are with us.   

You are real and present.  You are Jesus Immanuel in the “here and now.”   Thank you for helping us to 

live in TODAY, this moment of provision and peace with you.    

Yesterday is past and tomorrow belongs to you.  We can offer every concern, tear, anxiety, fear, joy and 

hope to you now.     

I can “let go,“ now, surrendering myself, my family, the community and the world to you, because I 

trust You.   I surrender my thoughts about health, covid, racial unrest, political unrest and all the world 

news and things that upset me.  I give it to you God. I give it all to you God, because in your son Je-

sus, you hold ALL things together.   

Restore my union with you, Lord. Though the worries 

of this world may distract me, restore my union with 

you.  

Lord Jesus, would you be so gracious to calm my 

mind, my breath, my heart with your presence now 

as I return to my daily tasks?   Thank you for calming 

me and giving me peace.  Help me to reach out to 

others today, to stay connected to the people in my 

church and neighborhood.  You know that we need 

each other so very much. Your good plan is for rela-

tionships to offer My care and love.    

Thank you Jesus, we love you and we praise you and 

in your name we pray,  

 

AMEN.  
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Dudley’s Joke of the Month 

Why can't you keep a secret in a 
bank?  

There are too many tellers! 

Good News from the Keller's! Tim Keller received a second UMC 

Scholarship for $1000! It’s called the Rev. Karen Layman Gift of 

Hope Scholarship. This will help him pay for next semester at 

Slippery Rock when he can hopefully go to campus. He is taking 

5 classes online with the university right now. So far, so good!  

 

The Keller Family also donated a check for $250 for the youth 

group. Amy was given the money from her Pampered Chef fund-

raiser with Jennifer Terry. (Pastor Mark's wife). Many Bethel 

members shopped online with her Pampered Chef fundraiser 

and contributed to the money raised.  Thank you so much for 

the generous gift!!  

Fun times were had by all at the Youth ice 
cream social! Thank you to everyone who 
came to enjoy the fellowship and sweet 

treats! 

October 5 Mary Grace Keller 

October 5 Jena Verish 

October 5 Theresa Allen 

October 6 Megan Daubert 

October 6 Katie (Romberg) Blatt 

October 6 Jenny (Romberg) Weaver 

October 8 Robert Parke 

October 8 Jennifer Yergey 

October 10 Rebecca Guest 

October 11 Martha Meissner 

October 12 Charles Vincente 

October 13 Lauren Davidheiser 

October 14 Chelsea Moore 

October 15 Logan Cuthbert 

October 19 Marie Spiece Casey 

October 20 Denise Barton 

October 20 Courtney Allison 

October 20  Peg Cuthbert 

October 21 Glenn Guest Sr. 

October 21 Matthew Long 

October 22 David Bishop 

October 23 Daniel Walleigh 

October 23 Sherry Robinson 

October 26 Rowan Overstreet  

October 27 Ronald Moore 

October 27 Dorothy Shantz 

October 30 Kelsey Mullins 

October 31 David Hartzell 

October 31 Britten Bailey 



October 2020   8 

 

Bethel Christian Preschool 
celebrated Dale Richards 

with a special presentation 
to Trish of a Winnebago 
birdhouse hanging in the 

playground! 
Dale and Trish enjoyed 

many adventures traveling 
around together in their 

camper! Check it out! 

Bethel United Methodist Church holds Lasagna Dinner to 
benefit Bethel Christian Preschool! 

Fun times in the kitchen with many busy hands, delicious food 
and great fellowship were cooked up! 
Bethel Christian Preschool Advisory Board and Staff thank ALL 
who helped under the leadership of Terry Miller make the Din-
ner a huge success!!! 
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Twenty for 2020 

During our January training and planning retreat, we were reminded of our need to deepen our prayer life in 2020. On the 

20th day of every month, we will dedicate ourselves to pray for at least TWO MINUTES for Bethel to seek God diligently, 

serve God faithfully, and obey God quickly and we will offer up to 20 MINUTES to offer prayers for our General Conference 

proposing an amicable separation around inclusion of LGBTQ persons as well as prayers for the Global Church. Everyone 

is encouraged to connect with a prayer partner in person, in the Bethel Sanctuary, via email, or phone.  

We are stronger together! 

A Page For Prayer  

John Wesley on Forgiveness and Communion 
The grace of God herein confirms to us the pardon of our sins, and enables us to leave them. As our 
bodies are strengthened by bread and wine, so are our souls by these tokens of the body and blood of 
Christ [consumed at the Eucharist]. This is the food of our souls: This gives strength to perform our 
duty, and leads us on to perfection. If, therefore, we have any regard for the plain command of Christ, 
if we desire the pardon of our sins, if we wish for strength to believe, to love and obey God, then we 
should neglect no opportunity of receiving the Lord’s Supper; then we must never turn our backs on the 
feast which our Lord has prepared for us. This is the true rule: So often are we to receive [communion] 
as God gives us opportunity. Whoever, therefore, does not receive, but goes from the holy table, when 
all things are prepared, either does not understand his duty, or does not care for the divine command 
of his Saviour, the forgiveness of his sins, the strengthening of his soul, and the refreshing it with the 
hope of glory. 
—Sermon 101, The Duty of Communion 7.148  

Need Support During the Pandemic? 

Suicide Prevention - 800-866-7233 

Domestic Violence - 800-866-7233 

Counseling - Creative Health Services 610-326-
9250  
Pastor Hines - 410-963-1721 
Dr. Lucille Ijoy, Family Therapist - 215-224-1783        
 

Forgive!! 

A man came to John Wesley and said, 

“I could never forgive that person.” 

Wesley replied, “Then I hope you never 

sin. When you are unforgiving, you’re 

burning the very bridge you need to 

walk across.”   
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 Articles for Next Issue Due:  

October 16, 2020 

Published by: Samantha Stauffer 

Bethel United Methodist Church 

952 Bethel Church Road 

Spring City, PA 19475 

Pastor:  Rev. Jacqueline Hines 

Church Office: (610) 495-6807 

Church Office Hours: 9am –1pm Monday through 

Friday 

Parsonage Phone: (610) 495-5070  

Pastor’s Cell: 410-963-1721 

E-mail: betheloffice952@aol.com  

Visit us at: 

www.bethelumchurch.com  

Follow us at bethelspringcity on Instagram  
and bethelumchurch on Facebook 

Missed last week's service?  

Visit bethelumchurch.com to read the bulletin/

announcements and Pastor Hines' message! 

Christian Symbol   

Plow 

 

This farming implement is mentioned frequently 

in the Bible, often in verses about the harvest. 

Plowing symbolizes preparing the heart to re-

ceive God’s truth, or the “seed” of God’s word. 

The plow also represents commitment; Jesus 

says, “No one who puts a hand to the plow 

and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom 

of God” (Luke 9:62, NIV). The prophet Elisha 

burns his plow to show his commitment to an-

swer God’s call (see 1 Kings 19:21).  

Please see the Bethel Baguette 

for important events to add to 

your calendar!  

mailto:betheloffice952@verizon.net

