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Howard Thurman helps us celebrate Christmas with the poetry in his devotional, The Mood of Christ-

mas.” One entitled, “I Will Light Candles This Christmas,” captures a ritual. We often light candles to 

remind us of the enlivening presence of the Spirit. Light does not need a special occasion. A flame’s 

glow always stirs a sense of hope. Its quietness brings peace and joy. As we light the Advent Candles 

during worship, those at the dinner table, or around and about, we are making again and again an 

invitation echoed by the songwriter, “O come, O come  Emmanuel.” And Christmas comes!  

I WILL LIGHT CANDLES THIS CHRISTMAS  

Candles of joy, despite all sadness,  

Candles of hope where despair keeps watch.  

Candles of courage for fears over present,  

Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days,  

Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens.  

Candles of love to inspire all my living,  

Candles that will burn all the year long.  

 

A Blessed Christmas,  

Pastor Jacqueline  

December 6  Exodus 2. 1-10 “New Birth: Moses, the Basket Case” 

December 13  Luke 2.1-7 “New Birth: Jesus, Holy Hay” 

December 20 Matthew 2.1-14 “New Birth: Herod, the Last Straw” 

December 27  Revelation 21.1-6a “New Birth: A New Heaven and 

A New Earth” 

Bethel Banner 2020  
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Christmas Poinsettia Order 

Forms are available on the ta-

ble in the upper lobby. The cost 

is $9.00 per plant. The dead-

line for orders is Sunday, De-

cember 6th.  

Please call Betty Jo Borzick if 

you have any questions 484-

369-8568  

Christmas 2020 at Bethel 

In the Spirit of Christmas, Christ alive 

among us, we are preparing for family 

worship. 

 Order your poinsettias until Sunday, 

December 6th.  

 Saturday December 19th join us from 1-

3 pm for a family gathering, especially 

designed with children and youth in 

mind. (Rain date Sunday December 

20th.  See Kim Bradbury for details) 

 Child- friendly virtual services are be-

ing considered for 3 p.m. on Christmas 

Eve  

 Christmas Eve Service will be available 

livestreamed via social media at 7 pm. 

Special selections provided by Saman-

tha Stauffer, Jean Lin, the renowned 

Jim Matz, and more!  

December Meetings—The next finance and 

council meetings will be held via ZOOM on De-

cember 9th. Finance will begin at 6:30pm fol-

lowed by Council at 7:30pm.   



December 2020   3 

 

What a blessing!  Despite the rainy weather, nearly 60 members, neighbors and friends attended the Pumpkin 

Patch on the 25th to enjoy an evening of fellowship.  Almost 40 students came out to decorate pumpkins at the Shick 

Shack.  They took home “no-carve” pumpkins and lots of treats.  Both the kids and adults alike took part in a “sneak 

or treat” scavenger hunt around the grounds for candy using Bible verses.  The night ended around the bonfire roasting 

marshmallows.   

A pterodactyl spreads his wings!!  

Council chair Jeanne Haring attended 
the Pumpkin Patch festival accompa-
nied by her children and grandchil-

dren.  

Youth director Kristen Starner and her 

husband Mike Starner enjoy the fire!  

Bethel Youth Group and Missions Committee 

volunteering at Ian's Boots  
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Dec 01  Donna Kunsch  

Dec 02  Ray Ayers  

Dec 02  Jason Ackerman  

Dec 02  Megan Steele 

Dec 02  Shannon McKinley  

Dec 03  Laurel Wynn  

Dec 03  James McMillan  

Dec 09  John Corbett  

Dec 09   Michael Guest  

Dec 10  Ed O’Neil 

Dec 10  Charlie Bradbury   

Dec 14  Lori Williams  

Dec 15  Margaret Shick  

Dec 15  Ella Bernardo 

Dec 15  Joy Platchek  

Dec 15  Chris Bachrach 

Dec 15  Lori Hughes  

Dec 17  Harrison Long  

Dec 17  Tina Abel  

Dec 24  Mark Ferriss  

Dec 25  Brooke Allison 

Dec. 29 Joey DeHaven  

December BUS Meeting  

The next BUS Meeting will be Tues-

day, December 8th at 11:30am. We 

will meet for lunch at O’Gradys Res-

taurant in Phoenixville.  

Please sign up in the lobby if you 

plan on attending or see Betty Jo for more details!   

A Gift of Time and Talent 

Pastor's State of the Church Address 

Showers of blessings continue to rain upon Bethel. In spite of a 

pandemic, we continue worshipping, planning, socializing, lis-

tening to God’s call and responding as best we can.  

The renovations to make Bethel accessible and welcoming are 

unstoppable. Every time a flood happens, a freezer malfunc-

tions, a pipe breaks, or a problem arises, Bethel finds a way 

that God has prepared when it seems there was no way.  

I still have the grand hope that an opportunity is on the horizon 

to “merge” in some fashion with another congregation or com-

munity organization. This would allow for deeper dialogue and 

engagement with persons who are different. In some ways, 

having gone through various in-house trainings and with the 

influence of so many current conversations on culture and 

race, we are more prepared than we have been. In these days, 

churches that can safely voice the needs of many people can 

more readily become a safe place for royalty as well as the 

downtrodden. We want to become, as much as possible, a 

safe space for all people, making new places for new people. 

January 16th Planning Meeting 

Congregational Training and Annual Planning Retreat is scheduled via zoom 

for January 16th 10 a.m. until 11 30. Theme: “Yielded and Still, Ready to be 

Filled with God’s Spirit.”   

God brought prosperity to the life of a grieving widow in 2 Kings using 

empty vessels. The mouths of worshippers, according to the book of Acts, 

we filled with words of encouragement and praise.  

Come to this planning retreat, empty of all else but a desire to be filled 

with more of God! We are sure to hear and see God’s vision for the year 

2021. 
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Spring City Food Pantry 
(Project Outreach): The Food 

Pantry will be assembling 
holiday meals for those in 
need. Our contact, Cristal, 

asked that each church spon-
sor one item for this distribution, as they need 100 of each 

item to put the meals together.  

Bethel's donation for December will be soup! 

Cans may be placed on or under the Food Pantry collection 
table in the Lobby.   

Thank you for your contributions!  

Best Bazaar!! 
 As always the Bazaar was filled with joy. 
Even with social distancing, hearts were warmed 
upon meeting new friends and getting acquainted 
with old ones. Now that people are preparing lots 
more meals while avoiding dining outside, we quick-
ly ran out of hoagies. One 
hundred fourteen Italian 
hoagies were made to per-
fection, 32 turkeys, and 52 
hams. 447 total quarts of 
soup were made!!  
 Many thanks to loyal 
customers and Becky’s Ba-
zaar Crew: Dave Bishop, 
Allen Collins, Jeanne Har-
ing, Pastor Jacqueline, Amy Keller, Chris Long, Ter-
rie McKinley, Terry Miller, Joe Moyer, Carol Osiol, 
Dot Shantz, Holly Smith, Joan Spiece, Samantha 
Stauffer, Megan Steele, and Linda Wynn.  

Allen, as always, a top seller of soup, showed 

up ready to do his share along with the rest of 

the crew!!  

Ladies First  

Ralph and Mike Emery completed the 

ladies’ room renovations!! Now they are 

engaging their same meticulous efforts to 

complete the men’s room. Bethel is so 

blessed!  
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We welcome Peggy Linderman to our BCP Advisory Board!!! 
Thank you Peggy, for hearing God's call to reach out to 
families with God's Love! 
 
We are having a blast with our online learning!  
At Home bags are delivered to each family weekly full of 
activities to do, arts and crafts, puzzles, books, practice 
sheets, hands on science and math fun! 
We have 11 children joining us 3 times a week in our 
"Zoom Room"! 

We are not looking to return to the classroom until January 20, 2021, if it is safe by then. 
 
September, October and November were offered to the families tuition free, but asking for a donation that 
their family could afford. 
December brings us to ask families to resume a reduced fee for tuition.  
We are in search for donations from Bethel Church Members to help those families who cannot afford tui-
tion during these crazy time.  
Is God speaking to your heart about helping a family learn about God's Love as they prepare for Kindergar-
ten and life? 
If so, there a many ways you can donate to BCP. 
By check: made out to BCP could be placed in the Tuition box outside the classroom, mailed to the school, 
placed in the offering basket with BCP in the memo or given to one of our Board Members. 
By Venmo: @Janet-Hunter-22 
 

December brings us the joy of the birth of Baby Jesus!  
We will learn the true meaning of giving and how to share the gifts that God has given each one of us! 
What ever Christmas looks like for you and yours this year may you have a very childlike Christmas! 

     Quaren–TEAM  

When families of a nursing facility were told 

that they would no longer be able to visit 

their loved ones, even with social distancing, 

they were unsettled. Several took to the picket 

lines to make a public statement in hopes 

that some level of visitation could resume. 

Terrie McKinley,  a respiratory therapist and 

various family members, including grandchil-

dren were seen protesting.  

Another Bethel medical practitioner reminds us, ‘t is vital that we maintain connection to those who are isolated in nursing facilities. Our 

elders are perishing in there. Without visits, they lose their appetite and are no longer eating well. Sleep patterns change. Staff are often 

interrupted by officials requiring various forms. It’s exhausting. It would be great if we could eliminate some of the bureaucratic red tape 

and simply take that time to care for the patients.’  

Let us be a part of God’s Quaran-TEAM and pray fervently for those on the frontline of the pandemic as well as others in dire need and 

great distress.  
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Twenty for 2020 

During our January training and planning retreat, we were reminded of our need to deepen our prayer life in 2020. On the 

20th day of every month, we will dedicate ourselves to pray for at least TWO MINUTES for Bethel to seek God diligently, 

serve God faithfully, and obey God quickly and we will offer up to 20 MINUTES to offer prayers for our General Conference 

proposing an amicable separation around inclusion of LGBTQ persons as well as prayers for the Global Church. Everyone 

is encouraged to connect with a prayer partner in person, in the Bethel Sanctuary, via email, or phone.  

We are stronger together! 

A Page For Prayer  

Need Support During the Pandemic? 

Suicide Prevention - 800-866-7233 

Domestic Violence - 800-866-7233 

Counseling - Creative Health Services 610-326-9250  
Pastor Hines - 410-963-1721 
Dr. Lucille Ijoy, Family Therapist - 215-224-1783 
National Alliance on Mental Health (includes drug abuse)-800-
662-HELP (4357)      

Heavenly Father, You have taught us that when we pray, we 

are to bring others’ needs with us. Fasting is a form of inter-

cession, and we want to be empowered by Your Spirit through 

fasting so we can minister to others and counteract the work of 

the enemy. We consecrate ourselves to You in prayer and fast-

ing, setting ourselves apart to seek You and Your will, rather 

than our own interests. Use us to fulfill Your purposes for 

Your glory. We pray this in the name of Jesus, who fasted and 

prayed not only for His disciples, but also for us who have be-

lieved in Him through their testimony (John 14:20). Amen.  
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BETHEL UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 

 

 Articles for Next Issue Due:  

December 14, 2020 

Published by: Samantha Stauffer 

Bethel United Methodist Church 

952 Bethel Church Road 

Spring City, PA 19475 

Pastor:  Rev. Jacqueline Hines 

Church Office: (610) 495-6807 

Church Office Hours: 9am –1pm Monday through 

Friday 

Parsonage Phone: (610) 495-5070  

Pastor’s Cell: 410-963-1721 

E-mail: betheloffice952@aol.com  

Visit us at: 

www.bethelumchurch.com  

Follow us at bethelspringcity on Instagram  
and bethelumchurch on Facebook 

Missed last week's service?  

Visit bethelumchurch.com to read the bulletin/

announcements and Pastor Hines' message! 

Christian Symbol   

Please see the Bethel Baguette for 

important events to add to your 

calendar!  

Advent Wreath 

The Advent wreath is a symbol of watchfulness 

and increasing joy as we anticipate Jesus’ birth. 

The wreath’s circular shape symbolizes eternity, or 

life without end. The candles remind us that Jesus 

is the Light of the World — he brought light and 

life to a dark world (see John 1:4-5). On each of 

the four Sundays of Advent, we light a new can-

dle. As the light grows, so do our hope and joy. 

mailto:betheloffice952@verizon.net

