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Less Hoarding, More Healing! 

For years, I have been praying about ways to declutter. While I am anxious to make everything 

magically go away like Samantha from Bewitched or 1-800-Got Junk – just point and we make 

it all disappear, God has guided me mercifully in small ways, i.e. leaving at least one spot on the 

desk completely empty and daring to toss a tablespoon of leftover soup instead forcing it down 

before it spoils or saving it until it does. 

Little by little, we can learn to let go and let God. Remembering how great God’s faithfulness is 

serves as an antidote to the fear of not having enough or of not being enough. Prayer opens 

the door to God’s storehouse of support, comfort, soup, and supplies.  

In the last several weeks, my quiet time has been full of Holy Spirit reminders to pray for 

those with dire needs and great distress, who are hungry for food as well as for hope. God has 

a purpose and a plan for every sorrow. And, God is bigger than any problem we have. God knows 

just how much we need to bear to fulfill an important purpose.  

Just as we are prompted to pray for 

others, others may be prompted to pray 

for us. So, in ways big and small, we are 

sure to find healing for our hungry 

hearts, whatever the issue may 

be. Here’s to less hoarding, more 

trusting, and more healing and help 

where and toward whom God says 

it is needed most. Let go and let 

God! 

January 3      Isaiah 60.1-6 Arise and Shine 

January  10   Mark 1.4-11 Arise and Repent 

January 17    I Samuel 3.1-20 Arise and Hear 

January 24    Jonah 3.1-5, 10 Arise and Fast  

January 31   YOUTH SUNDAY, Sandy Davies, messenger 
* In case you missed it, be sure to log in to Facebook and like the Beth-

el Facebook page to view the Christmas Eve Service!  

Bethel Banner 2020  
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January Meetings—The next finance and 

council meetings will be held via ZOOM on Janu-

ary 13th. Finance will begin at 6:30pm followed 

by Council at 7:30pm.   

An Update from Fran Schrader  

 
Dear Ones, 

Thank you so much for your email and your interest in the min-

istry here in Zambia. Just as you have been affected by this 

year’s challenges caused by Covid, so have we here. Thank-

fully, though, it seems we have been spared so far the ex-

treme consequences you have had to deal with over there. I 

pray you are coping well and will soon experience some relief. 

The first few months we were all ordered to stay home, so not 

a lot happened. 

After those first few months we gradually resumed most, but 

not all, activities.  My team and I were anxious to get back to 

preparing meals for the homeless, mentally deranged folks in 

our community. We do that weekly – preparing, packing and 

delivering meals to an average of 10 people each Thursday 

(today). These people change their locations whenever they 

feel like it, or when they get chased from where they are. Only 

one or two of them can remember what day it is. Both of 

these factors result in our having to scour the neighborhood 

looking for them. There are about 25 people on our list, but we 

only usually manage to locate 10. It is difficult to have reason-

able conversations with any of them, but we continually pray 

that somehow God would speak to them through His mercy in 

providing a bit of food. 

Many days I am involved in helping my daughter with adminis-

trative matters related to her small primary school. 

I have just celebrated my 79th birthday and am very thankful 

to the Lord that I can still keep involved in His work, even 

though I’m slowing down somewhat J. 

You asked about your last gift, which according to my record 

was $900 in March this year. That gift was sent to the mission 

and was credited to 

my support account. 

My deep appreciation 

to you for your contin-

ued interest and sup-

port. 

God bless you all, 

Fran Schrader 

Anonymous Nebulous Notes 

Often there are anonymous notes left 

around the church with various instruc-

tions such as “take one,” “for missions,” or 

“please do not remove.” If is helpful when 

you leave your date and name on the 

note or let the office or someone who is 

at the church regularly know what’s going 

on in case there are questions…or an-

swers. Thanks! 

Bethel’s Lenten Devotional 

Ash Wednesday February 17th marks 

the start of the Lenten Season a 

season of repentance and service re-

minding us to return to God.  You are 

invited to write a Lenten devotional 

following the theme: Bethel Mission 

Moments, Near and Far. Just share 

50 to 250 words about a mission mo-

ment - God at work serving one an-

other at home, on the job, or in a 

community near or far that inspired 

you? Please let Pastor Hines know if 

you are available by MONDAY DE-

CEMBER 21st and submit your con-

tribution by Thursday January 14th. 

 

The last BUS Meetings at O’Grady’s On  

December 8th.  
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Youth Sunday January 31st 

January 31st is the fifth Sunday, a Sunday dedicated to including young Christians in worship. Kris-
ten Starner will prepare the children’s sermon, youth will present the scripture readings, and Sandy 
Davies will bring the message. You won’t want to miss the moment!! Here is a little bio from Sandy.  

Hello! I was born and raised in York County. I attended Stewartstown Elementary School and grad-
uated from Kennard-Dale High School. West Chester State (not University then!) was in my future 
where I received a degree in music and a husband, Fred Davies. We lived in Phoenixville for a while, 
and then moved to East Coventry where I got my dream job, teaching music at Vincent Elementary 
School in the Owen J. Roberts School District. We then expanded our family unit to four. Gwynn 
and Kirk became a focus and I was a stay at home mother for 5 years. Gwynn and Kirk were bap-
tized at Pottstown Presbyterian Church. I was then seeking a smaller community church and was led 
to Bethel. Bethel was a welcoming force and my search ended in membership. Gwynn and Kirk were 
confirmed at Bethel. Now, life centered around all that Bethel offered: worship, Sunday school, Bi-
ble school, Camp Innabah, Choir, various committees, Christmas pageants, candlelight Christmas 
Eve, and always with a strong foundation of support and love. I continued teaching at Spring City, 
Royersford, and Oaks elementary schools in the Springford School Districts, retiring in 1999 to 
spend the upcoming millennium in Disney World! Retirement is a wonderful way of life, but always 
Bethel.      

Join Bethel to Adopt A Family for Christmas 

We are partnering with Lansdale UMC to support two families with small children. Offering baskets 
are at the church. Checks can be made out to Bethel UMC marked as “Adopt A Family for Christ-
mas” 

May we who are merely inconvenienced 

remember those whose lives are at stake. 

May we who have no risk factors 

remember those most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working from home 

remember those who must choose 

between preserving their health or making their rent. 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our children 

when their schools close 

remember those who have no options. 

May we who have to cancel our trips 

remember those that have no place to go. 

May we who are losing our margin money 

in the tumult of the economic market 

remember those who have no margin at all. 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 

remember those who have no home. 

During this time 

when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, 

let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God 

to our neighbors. Amen. 
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Children and Youth and Seniors Too! 
Music is a way to draw close to God and each other. Follow the link below or meditate on the words or use the up-
beat tune to get a good workout : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tt1PhKL1d38 

When we live in harmony, when we stand as one 
It makes us stronger yeah, stronger 
When we see our differences as a work of art 
The world is brighter yeah, 
brighter 

What we all really need right now 
Is an upbeat song to sing 
An upbeat song to sing 

It feels good when we're together 
It feels good when we belong 
It feels right when we're united 
No divides, livin' life as one yeah 

Tell me why we're fighting, can't we just get along 
'Cause we are brothers and sisters 
Nothing strong as family, nothing breaks us apart 
'Cause life is better together 

What we all really need right now 
Is an upbeat song to sing 
An upbeat song to sing 

It feels good when we're together 
It feels good when we belong 
It feels right when we're united 
No divides, livin' life as one 

It feels good when we're together 
It feels good when we belong 
It feels right when we're united 
No divides, livin' life as one 

Brothers, sisters, brighter, stronger 
Brothers, sisters, better together 

Brothers, sisters, brighter, stronger 
Brothers, sisters, better together 

Brothers, sisters, brighter, stronger, better together 
Brothers, sisters, brighter, stronger, better together 
Brothers, sisters, brighter, stronger, better together 
Better together 

Brothers, sisters, brighter, stronger, better together 
Brothers, sisters, brighter, stronger, better to-
gether 
Brothers, sisters, brighter, stronger, better to-
gether 
Better together 

Brothers, sisters, brighter, stronger 
We are better together, oh 

It feels good when we're together 
It feels good when we belong 
It feels right when we're united 
No divides, livin' life as one 

I've got an upbeat song to sing 
I've got an upbeat song to sing 
I've got an upbeat song to sing 
Better together I've got an upbeat 
song to sing 
I've got an upbeat song to sing 
I've got an upbeat song to sing 
Better together 

Spring City Food Pantry (Project Outreach): The Food Pan-
try will be assembling holiday meals for those in need. Our 

contact, Cristal, asked that each church sponsor one item for 
this distribution, as they need 100 of each item to put the 

meals together.  

Bethel's donation for December will be Canned tuna/chicken 
and peas 

Cans may be placed on or under the Food Pantry collection 
table in the Lobby.   

Thank you for your contributions!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tt1PhKL1d38
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January 16th Planning Meeting 

Congregational Training and Annual Planning Re-

treat is scheduled via zoom for January 16th 10 

a.m. until 11 30. Theme: “Yielded and Still, Ready to 

be Filled with God’s Spirit.” God brought prosperity 

to the life of a grieving widow in 2 Kings using 

empty vessels. The mouths of worshippers, accord-

ing to the book of Acts, we filled with words of en-

couragement and praise. Come to this planning re-

treat, empty of all else but a desire to be filled 

with more of God! We are sure to hear and see 

God’s vision for the year 2021.  

 

The Zoom link for the Meeting can be found here:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3231879752 
 

Bethel's favorite church artists Linda and Jeff 
Wynn will present these renderings to St. An-
drew's in Daly City, CA. in January 2021.  

Condolences to Betty Jo Borzick whose 
older brother Dwight 

Horne, Sr. Passed away 
Thursday, December 3rd. 
He lived in New Hampshire 

and was 88 years old. 

Bethel’s Covenant for Holy Manners 

(Created and Adapted by Staff Parish Relations Committee– June 20, 2018 ) 
We agree to abide by the following guidelines: 

• Pray alone and together, and to start and end meetings with prayer. 

• Respect and care for everyone. 

• Accept and support final decisions of the Church Council, whether they reflect our 

 views or not. 

• Express any criticism and feelings (negative and positive) directly to person(s) involved, 

 not to others. 

• Talk about issues and behavior, not people. 

• Listen to each other with open minds and share information openly. 

• Show intentional kindness to someone with whom we struggle to relate. 

• Present an appropriate and Godly example. 

• Keep other’s personal information confidential unless given permission to share. 

Thanksgiving Turkey? Lisa Riley captured this 

one in her parking lot, but too late for dinner 

and just before she took off to transport her 

precious cargo to schools and medical ap-

pointments.  
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Jan 5 Christine Ferriss 

Jan 5 Amy Keller 

Jan 6 Gail Nesspor 

Jan 8 Makenzie Platchek 

Jan 11 Robert Graeff 

Jan 15 James Hetrick, Jr. 

Jan 15 Eleanor Moore 

Jan 17 Barbara Moore 

Jan 17 Patricia Richards 

Jan 17 Katelyn Murray 

Jan 18 Kaye Weikel 

Jan 19 Betty Jo Borzick 

Jan 19 Roger Smith 

Jan 20 Barbara Cutillo 

Jan 21 Howard Walleigh 

Jan 23 Jennifer Richardson 

Jan 23 Tina Deemer 

Jan 23 Lee Urner 

Jan 23 Matthew Spiece 

Jan 28 Jeff Daubert 

Jan 28 Jeff Bardsley 

Jan 29 Sarah Moore 

Jan 30 Justin Bradbury 

Jan 30 Meredith Evasew 

Jan 30 Dana Rae McKinley 

Jan 31 Amber Nesspor  

Be sure to wish our organist Jim Matz a 

belated Happy Birthday!!! 

His birthday was December 26th!  

 December is my Favorite month to teach! I get to 

share the story of Baby Jesus with all the children, 

some whom have never heard of Him before! With 

this year being so different, I have switched up 

our curriculum a lot, but I just couldn’t give up 

making our Baby Jesus! So, I asked the Parents to 

help their little one with the project and it was a 

huge success! Here are just a few pictures from our 

Families! 

 
We had to make another for her brother. It was a big hit!  

 
We made a manger for Jesus! 
Lauren cut out the straw for 
his bed. You were right- she 
definitely has a special bond 
with Jesus! She loves him and 
she was concerned about 
where he would sleep. I sug-
gested her bed and she said he 
was too little to sleep in a big 
bed. 

 
 
 
Abigail wanted me to tell you, "I 
love my baby Jesus. Jesus is in 

His bed. I love you, Ms. Janet." ❤ 
 

May you feel God’s Love for 
you during the New Year! 

~ Janet Hunter 
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A Page For Prayer  

Need Support During the Pandemic? 

Suicide Prevention - 800-866-7233 

Domestic Violence - 800-866-7233 

Counseling - Creative Health Services 610-326-9250  
Pastor Hines - 410-963-1721 
Dr. Lucille Ijoy, Family Therapist - 215-224-1783 
National Alliance on Mental Health (includes drug abuse)-800-
662-HELP (4357)      

A Child's View of Thunderstorms. A little girl walked to and from school daily. Though the weather that 
morning was questionable and clouds were forming, she made her daily trek to school. 

As the afternoon progressed, the winds whipped up, along with lightning. 

The mother of the little girl felt concerned that her daughter would be frightened as she walked home from 
school. She also feared the electrical storm might harm her child. Full of concern, the mother got into her 
car and quickly drove along the route to her child's school. 

As she did, she saw her little girl walking along.  At each flash of lightning, the child would stop, look up, 
and smile. More lightning followed quickly and with each, the little girl would look at the streak of light and 
smile. 

When the mother drew up beside the child, she lowered the window and called, "What are you doing?" The 
child answered, "I am trying to look pretty because God keeps taking my picture."  

May God bless you today and every day as you face the storms that come your way 
"Life is too short to wake up in the morning with regrets, so Love the people who treat you right and Pray 
for those who don't.” 

Golden Prayer Nugget: 

Be careful what you pray for! God, purge 

us, bless us with breakthroughs. Bless us to 

go to the next level of spiritual maturity. 

Christian Table Blessing 

Bless the food before us, the family beside us 

and the love between us. 

God's awesome creation! 

(Photo by Joseph Moyer) 
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Bethel United Methodist Church 

952 Bethel Church Road 

Spring City, PA 19475 

Pastor:  Rev. Jacqueline Hines 

Church Office: (610) 495-6807 

Church Office Hours: 9am –1pm Monday through 

Friday 

Parsonage Phone: (610) 495-5070  

Pastor’s Cell: 410-963-1721 

E-mail: betheloffice952@aol.com  

Visit us at: 
www.bethelumchurch.com  

Follow us at bethelspringcity on Instagram  
and bethelumchurch on Facebook 

Missed last week's service?  

Visit bethelumchurch.com to read the bulletin/

announcements and Pastor Hines' message! 

Please see the Bethel Baguette for 

important events to add to your 

calendar!  

Our Covid-Risk Budget 

We all have a certain amount of 
time we are willing to pay to put 
ourselves at risk. Some of us spend 
more time shopping for groceries 
than others. Thank goodness for 
stores that open early for the more 
vulnerable! Others have few qualms 
about eating out. Churches are 
among communities that gather 
carefully with masks and social dis-
tancing, still there are no guaran-
tees. This virus is a malicious enemy, 
for which our first defense is prayer. 
God be with us all! 

mailto:betheloffice952@verizon.net

