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The season of Lent is a special spiritual season the six
weeks prior to Easter. It is a time of reflection and
softening our hearts. The word “Lent” is derived from Old
English words for “Spring” and the Latin word for 40th, 40
days before Easter, representing the 40 days Jesus spent
being tempted by Satan in the wilderness. Sundays are not
counted since they are intended to focus more so on
celebration rather than serving, suffering, and sacrificing.
For centuries, Christians have set aside about a tithe of the
365 days in a year in order to have a closer walk with God.
We ponder the ways we are tempted and prone to
weakness in our Christian walk and make efforts to get
closer to God for spiritual strength and guidance for much
needed service to all humankind.
We need all the strength we can muster to live this life as
disciples! Go for it! Make a special sacrifice or commitment
for a mission of mercy and kindness, from giving extra
money in the offering to sharing words of encouragement,
to venturing near and far in order to serve. From a special
time of prayer one minute during the day to a two hour fast
from food or the phone, let this Lenten season jump start
your connection to God and others.
This Bethel Lenten Devotional is designed, not only as a
way to keep us connected during the Covid-19 pandemic,
but to deepen our relationship to Jesus as we get to know
one another through sharing spiritual insights and
missionary journeys from people in our church and in our
community.
God Bless You,
Pastor Jacqueline Hines
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Ash Wednesday, February 17th
Matthew 25:40 Whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers of mine, you did for me.
“Joy in South Africa”
In 2009 I had the good fortune to join a group from
Hopewell United Methodist Church, going to a small village in
South Africa, to help build one of many simple homes for
children orphaned by AIDS. (At this time there were about 13
million orphans in Africa.) Folks willing to care for several
orphans would be the ones getting these homes.
I also got to help in a Christian pre-school for children
affected by or infected with AIDS. We never knew which children
actually had AIDS. We took precautions and relied on God’s
protection. In the morning, about 40 children piled out of one
van. With joy on their little faces, they ran to hug everyone who
greeted them, including me, a strange white woman. First thing,
these little ones were fed unsweetened oatmeal and a drink,
followed two hours later with some jam and bread. Just before
they left for the day, they were fed a stew with meat and
vegetables. I was to learn later that what they were fed at the
school was the only food they got all day.
Before the morning ended, these children got to play,
color or paint, and hear a Bible story, told with more joy and
animation than one could imagine. What I will remember most
about these precious children is that they were happy and truly
loved by their teachers, and they so readily and naturally
returned that love. What a joy and privilege to spend time with
them! I thank God for that opportunity.
Prayer: Dear God, give us the spirit of compassion and
helpfulness so that we can bring hope and joy into the lives of
others, and bring honor to your name. Amen.
Anne Hoffman
Local and Overseas Missionary
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Thursday, February 18th
Proverbs 16:1-9 In their hearts humans plan their course, but
the Lord establishes their steps.
“Important Decisions”
As I thought about this and what I would write, I found this Bible
verse in the Upper Room one day, and it definitely describes my
life completely. I’ve had major decisions to make and the one
major decision of my life was definitely helped by God. Looking
back on my long life it was the best decision I ever made, so
don’t be afraid to take God’s advice or ask for it.
Prayer: Thank you God, for guiding us in paths of peace.
Peggy Linderman
Bethel Christian Preschool Board Member
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Friday, February 19th
Philippians 4:19 NIV And my God will meet all your needs
according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus
“Actions Speak Louder Than Words!”
When I think about mission work many memories of service
immediately playback in my mind of how God allowed me to be
an extension of His grace. It is important to be sensitive to the
Holy Spirit’s leading and direction when serving. I have also
learned that every day is a day where our mission is to show
someone the love of our Lord and Savior through service/action.
Some years ago I was in a grocery store with my sister and we let
a family go in front of us. Her order came to a certain amount
and she didn’t have enough money to pay. She began to cry and
immediately I felt a nudge on my heart and I told the cashier I
would pay for the order. And before I could process what
happened I told the cashier to let the customer keep the
change.
The woman looked at me smiled gave me a big hug, said “Thank
you, God bless you, you were heaven sent.” she expressed that
she was on hard times and staying in a hotel. I told her “No
explanation needed. God bless and remember to pay it
forward.”
Prayer: Lord help us to be light in the world, a pillar of love in
the community and a fresh breath of hope in our homes. Teach
us to give as you are the giver of all things. In Jesus name,
Amen.

Carlton Sanders
Millennial Preacher
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Saturday, February 20th
Matthew 28: 16-20 (Message Bible) Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
“Enough Evidence”
Being interested in missions really had little or no place in my
early life. I was involved in what I wanted to do, until one day a
local minister heard about our problems and he came to offer his
help. His mission was to help but more important was his mission
to introduce us to Jesus. Thankfully, I can say he accomplished
the mission and we were born again on January 20, 1977.
His passion to rescue the lost became our passion. It wasn't
about trying to get God's favor through good works but rather
responding to His calling in our hearts.
Today our mission is to live a life that gives testimony to the
wonderful transformation power of Jesus and encourage others
to call on the name of Jesus.
It is a wonderful experience to take part in missions around the
world but we should also be painfully aware of our need for
missions in the USA. The evidence of the spiritual and moral
condition of our country should give indication of the work we
are all called to in our own back yard, which is to extend an
invitation to everyone to become part of the Kingdom of God
through accepting Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior.

Prayer: Lord help us live lives that create enough evidence to
attract others to You, Amen.
Rev. John Shantz
Pastor Emeritus
Spring City Fellowship
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Sunday, February 21st
Matthew 25:40 The king will reply, ‘I tell you the truth,
whatever you did for one the least of these brothers of mine,
you did for me.’
A Little Child Shall Lead Them
I was recently shopping on one of the coldest days of this
winter when I witnessed God’s hand in the form of a child.
A young boy and his mother were entering the store when
the child said, “Mommy, I think that man is homeless and he
looks cold. Can we help him please?” In the store they purchased
a blanket and some non-perishable food and snack items
wondering if the man would still be outside when they left. He
was and the boy walked over and gave him their purchases and
told him he hoped he had a good day. The man replied, “You
just gave me a good week.”
Prayer: Open our ears to your still small voice.
Jeanne Haring
Bethel Administrative Council Chair
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Monday, February 22nd
Matthew 25:36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick
and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit
me.’
“Just Go!”
In retirement, I served the Nantmeal United Methodist Church.
They had an ongoing mission project with an elementary school
in Dupree, South Dakota. The church supplied winter coats,
gloves, boots, and scarfs. They also donated school supplies:
pencils, coloring books, backpacks, and children’s books. In
August 2018, I traveled to the school. My purpose was to see on
a first hand basis the school and how our
ministry was impacting the children and
the community. The population of Dupree,
SD is primarily Native Americans. They are
part of the Lakota Nation. As I drove into
town, I was struck by the abject poverty of
the community. I could sense no vision, no
energy within the community. There is
little or no employment opportunity. The
streets are not paved and many of the homes were in poor
condition. Drugs, alcoholism and suicide are major social issues
facing Dupree. There is little to
nothing for young people to do. Many
don’t go to college after graduating
high school. The few that do very
seldom finish one semester. This
mission trip was an eye opening
experience. I came to realization the
church was making a major difference
in the lives of children. The church was offering them hope. I
saw this passage from Matthew coming alive. This mission trip
brought the church and me closer to God. The church is called to
serve the poor and outcast of society.
Prayer: Our hearts ache to love you more.
Pastor Dennis Keen
Retired Pastor of Spring City UMC
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Tuesday, February 23rd
Acts 17:26-27 New International Version Paraphrased
“God did this (allotted the times of people’s existence and the
boundaries of the places where we would live) so that [we]
would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him,
though he is not far from any one of us.
“A COVID Way of Hearing God”
When COVID-19 began to proliferate, we separated from each
other to thwart the spread of the virus, and created an
untenable situation for we the people. We do not like to be
isolated from each other. And, we do not like to be separated
from our churches, our congregations, our church breakfasts, our
lunches and dinners, our get-togethers for learning or
recreation. COVID-19 is a devilish work that kills many. But it has
had benefits. When we closed the church doors to keep people
safe in March, our Seekers’ Class decided to keep going, and we
held our classes by phone, and now by Zoom video conferencing.
The class was never stopped (though I had to stop during my
hospitalization), but we continued and still continue to this day.
God has given us the means to “grope for him and find him,” in
spite of the virus. God has given us a new way to reach and
teach people, and has resulted in others from as far away as
Tokyo, Japan and other States of America, joining our search for
God’s message. Thus we are keeping the missions alive and
kicking. We reach out for him each Sunday. And anyone reading
this is welcome to join us on Sunday morning.
Prayer: O Lord, our gracious Father, let us continue to find ways
to hear your message, to converse with you, and to praise you
for all you have done for us. Amen.
Aubrey Bates
Certified Lay Minster
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Wednesday, February 24th
Leviticus 19:34 The stranger who dwells among you shall be to
you as one born among you, and you shall love him as yourself;
for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your
God.
“Befriending the Stranger”
When I was a teenager, St. Luke’s United Church of Christ in
Kittanning, PA we sponsored a Hmong family from a refugee
camp in Laos. Although I was supposed to teach the mother
English, the grandmother pulled me aside and decided that I
would teach her instead. Twice a week for over a year, I went
over everything in the house and told the grandmother what the
English words were for the things around us. Sometimes, she
would save items for me to tell her what the English words for
them were. Although they had no prior understanding of
Christianity, the family felt that they should attend Sunday
morning service at the church because it showed respect for the
members who were helping them out. As they felt welcomed,
they asked more about Christianity and after 2 years, decided to
become Christians. Another year after that, the father felt the
call to the ministry, went to seminary and became an ordained
pastor. Patience, love and Scripture guided both St. Luke’s and
the Hmong family such that over time, they became “as one
born among you.” It was one of the most positive experiences of
my teenaged years.
Prayer: Lord, help us to befriend the stranger so that all are
gathered in one family with you. Amen.
Dorene Pasekoff
Hill Creek Farm
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Thursday, February 25th
Luke 4:18 The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me
to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for
the blind, to set the oppressed free,…
“One Man’s Answered Prayer”
Many years ago, I was honored to accept a preaching invitation
for a week- long annual revival in Barbados. The pastor of the
church where the revival was being held had been working on a
major project to get a home for a blind man who lived alone in a
cardboard and plywood house that was destroyed in a storm. The
first day we went to visit the man, I remember wondering.
Where is the house? The pastor pointed over to the corner where
a pile of wood rubble was on the ground and said the house used
to be right there. Next to the pile of rubble, I noticed a rope,
something that looked like a clothes line. I later found out that
the man held onto the rope to get to and from the outhouse.
We packed up the gentleman’s belongings. His few personal
items were put in a truck and stored while a new house was
built. Days later we returned, and the tiny house made of cinder
blocks was completed. We began to unload the truck, and when
we stepped into the house the Spirit of the Lord met us there.
The blind man was sitting inside in total amazement. He kept
saying, “I don’t believe it.” He actually had a home. The rooms
were small, but it was home. It had a secure front door, one
sitting room, one bedroom, an eat-in kitchen with a mini
refrigerator, an apartment size stove with an oven, and one indoor bathroom. And when the man was all moved in, we prayed,
and the Spirit of the Lord filled the house.
Prayer – Thank you, Lord for signs that you delight in your
children.
Rev. Evelyn Kent Clark
South District Superintendent
EPAUMC
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Friday, February 26th
Proverbs 14:34 Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin condemns
any people.
(Rev. Daniel L. Patterson ministered to the Methodist’s of the Old Pottstown
Circuit between 1858 and 1860. His message on December 5, 1858 was
developed from Proverbs 14.34.)

“Yesterday…and…Today”
In reading the article, that described Rev. Patterson’s message,
portrayed in the December 7, 1858 edition of the Pottstown
newspaper, the Montgomery Ledger, I believe that it most likely
would be descriptive of current situations in this country today.
Although the words of the sermon are no longer available, the
Ledger posted the following:
“Rev. Patterson speaks extempore entirely, commands a ready
flow of language, and from a distinct enunciation and emphatic
manner, is calculated to arrest and retain the attention of the
bearer throughout a prolonged discourse. While recognizing to
the fullest legitimate extent the claims of Patriotism upon the
heart, the gist of the sermon consisted in efforts to impress upon
the mind the importance of cultivating those higher spiritual
feelings, which, by trying all things by the touchstone of Truth
and Justice. By recognizing the Supreme controlling power of
God, can alone make material forces effective, and clothe
national powers with enduring stability.”
It would have been interesting to have heard the sermon
firsthand.
Prayer: Make me over for this new day.
Michael Osiol
Bethel Church Historian
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Saturday, February 27th
Proverbs 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and
when he is old, he will not depart from it.
“Talk to the Hand!”
“Talk to the hand, Ms. Hines. Talk to the hand because my ears
aren’t listening.” Those were the words of a five-year old to me
after I had asked her to return to her seat in Ms. Shelaga’s
classroom where I was a teacher’s aide. Her brown eyes twinkled
with determination as I tried not to chuckle. My first thoughts
were not too holy. I don’t recall what I said in response, if
anything. Perhaps the classroom chatter and moving on to the
next part of the day left no room for me to speak. However,
years later there is still much to think about.
At times when relationships leave us speechless, when we do not
know what we said or should have said, God always has a
response of wisdom from which we can learn. Wonderful biblical
lessons include, speak the truth in love (Ephesians 4.15), love is
patient and kind ( I Corinthians 13), and forgive as the Lord
forgives you (Colossians 3.13) and most of all, be a good example
(1 Timothy 4:12 ).
Prayer: Jesus, help us to speak and act in ways so that the little
ears, and eyes, and feet that are following, will find their way to
you.

Pastor Hines
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Sunday, February 28th
John 13:34-35 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As
I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone
will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
“Joyful Obedience”
What is mission? One definition I found online states: the
vocation or calling of a religious organization, especially a
Christian one, to go out into the world and spread its faith.
Jesus gave us a new commandment in John 13:34-35 “A new
command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so
you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you
are my disciples, if you love one another.” There are many
missions taking place at Bethel and in our homes that are
showing our love for one another. We are spreading our faith by
giving of our money, time, and/or prayer support of the services
provided for those in need in our community.
I work for EMC Insurance Companies in our Pottstown office.
Our office and team members donated $2,500 to the Pottstown
Area Children’s Foundation (PAC) this past Christmas season.
PAC creates brighter holidays for children in need. Due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, the number of families in need doubled.
They provided presents to 609 children, and 300 holiday food
boxes. We were so happy to participate in spreading Christmas
joy in our community.
Members
Involved
Supporting
Services
In
Our
Neighborhoods
Prayer: We praise you, God, for the joy of serving you!
Donna Kunsch
Bethel UMC Lay Leader
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Monday, March 1st
Psalms 37:23 CEB A person’s steps are made secure by the LORD
when they delight in his way.
“God and Dementia”
It was Monday morning and Arlene had come to church for
worship. She was greeted warmly, left her offering and walked
away with the week’s bulletin. An hour or so later, I received a
call from the local police. Arlene was in her car, stopped in the
middle of traffic and a bit confused. A trucker noticed her and
called the police. “How did you happen to call me?” I asked,
“Your name is in the bulletin found on the passenger seat.”
A warm greeting, a faithful worshipper, a Sunday bulletin, a kind
trucker, a dutiful policeman, a pastor -- God orchestrated each
moment and directed the steps of a multitude of people to bring
Arlene to a safe place as her memory was fading. We may not
always see or appreciate the hand of God working so clearly in
every instance, but as we keep our hearts right with God, all
doubt begins to fade.
Prayer: Lord, bless the caretakers who daily tend to the needs of
those who can no longer completely care for themselves.

Pastor Hines
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Tuesday, March 2nd
James 1: 2-4 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you
face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of
your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its
work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking
anything.
“Faith Tested”
The evening we arrived at Ian’s Boots in November with several
other Bethel members, we didn’t know the story of Ian Miller. In
fact, we didn’t know the mission of the organization or what we
would be expected to do. Fortunately, we managed to make it
to the last volunteer work night before the organization was
forced to stop it’s work nights due to Covid. When we arrived
and explained it was our first time, Ron told us the story of his
son, Ian. Ian died tragically while sledding on a Boy Scout trip.
When the doctors removed Ian’s boot at the hospital, they found
James 1:2-4 typed out on a piece of paper. Upon hearing this,
his parents felt that it was a divine message. But how could they
persevere when their only child died? They felt that creating a
nonprofit in his name was the ultimate way to follow Ian’s (and
God’s) message of perseverance. Last weekend I attended the
Persevere Virtual Conference. I listened for two days as speakers
talked of the need for perseverance in our Christian life.
Yesterday I turned on the tv in time to hear the quarterback for
the University of Alabama. Having just won the national
championship, he described his road to success as a journey of
perseverance. The signs are all around us. As Christians we must
persevere in our faith, lean into the belief that God is working
on our behalf. We should not give up when we face trials
because we are not alone, but rather strengthened by the Holy
Spirit.
Prayer: Bless us to trust you in tough times.
Kristen Starner
Bethel Youth Director
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Wednesday, March 3rd
Romans 15:1 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to
you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you
did it to me.
“Always Know That God Gives Gifts for a Reason”
As most of you know I am in transportation. Which I love! I
never would have thought of me doing that. I do it because I
appreciate helping those that need the help. I do it because
sometimes they just need that kind face and an open ear. I do it
because it is something that I can do. Since I started doing this
five years ago, I have met some incredible people. Some of them
I talk to on a personal level. I have been with people that have
had real issues and I have been with some that have taught me.
Some people think that my job is all about driving and nothing
else but to me it is about listening to others and helping where I
can. I try to do what I think God wants us to do. I believe that
God gave me wonderful gifts. I am a listener, a singer, and
someone who will do what ever I can with the gifts that God
gave me. My listening is in my job and my singing is in the
church. I have always helped with the church in any way I knew I
could and some other ways that I never thought of. I have had
many roles in my past church and different ones and some old
ones in this church, but I hold to what I believe is where God
wants me. Always remember God loves us all and He wants the
best for us.
Prayer: Please God, allow others to know their gifts and to be
able to give them to your people to show your love and
compassion. In your name, amen.
Lisa Riley
Bethel Choir Member
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Thursday, March 4th
Psalm 51:10 Give me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right
spirit within me.
“Inch by Inch”
It’s been months since I said I want to change. So far I made it.
It’s been hard sometimes and I was even disappointed
discouraged and very alone but because of Him I’m still here.
You never walk alone when you have the Word.
I’ve been here for a while taking it inch by inch sometimes it
was hard to even move around physically and hard to understand
my situation. With patience and trusting the process we do
change in time, like a butterfly.
Prayer: Give us strength to follow in your every footstep, Jesus
Carolyn Sanders
Virtual Classroom Grandmother
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Friday, March 5th
Mark 16:15 Go into all the world and preach the gospel to
everyone.
“Missions Far and Near”
Missions can be as far-reaching as our Bethel church in Kenya or
as close as Mission First in Pottstown. The once First United
Methodist Church on High Street in Pottstown has closed only to
begin a new life as “Mission First”. The congregation of First
UMC has merged with Cedarville United Methodist
Church. Together they continued the existing community
services and explore new ways of serving the community of
Pottstown. Their director, Clare Schillings, oversees services
such as Clare’s Clothing Closet, Wednesday dinners, providing
water, services for the homeless, etc. Due to the pandemic
some services are limited at the present. At Mission First they
seek to implement ways to serve the hearts of the community
and fulfill the mission of extending their hands to the
community. Their Vision is " to support and provide ministries
that enable those facing challenges to strengthen and improve
their quality of life.” Present hours are Mon./Wed./Fri. 9amnoon. Website: missionfirstpottstown.org
Several Bethel members have served at Mission First in various
ways including providing dinners and serving dinners, clothing
donations, and monetary donations. Unfortunately with the
pandemic things are limited at this time. You don’t have to go
far to serve. To quote Martin Luther King, ”Anybody can
serve…You only need a heart full of grace. A soul generated by
love.” May grace and love flow through you this Lenten season.
Prayer: Send me!
Terrie McKinley
Bethel Mission Team
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Saturday, March 6th
Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 Two are better than one because they
have a good return for their labor. If either of them falls
down, one can help the other up.
“Teamwork at Bethel”
The Missions Committee and Youth Group worked together
at Ian's Boots last month. Joan Spiece volunteers at Ian's
boots and made an announcement at church that Ian's
boots needed more help. So the Missions committee and
Youth group picked a date and had a volunteer night.
Everyone had a great time, got a lot done and is looking
forward to volunteering there on a regular basis.
Volunteers from Bethel included the Starner Family, Linda,
Joan and myself. This shows that we can accomplish great
things with teamwork and need to look for opportunities to
lift each other up.
Prayer: Lead us, Lord and we will follow.
Tina Abel
Bethel Mission Chair
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Sunday, March 7th
Ephesians 2:10 For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, prepared in advance for us to do.
“Language No Barrier”
For about eight years, I traveled one week in February to
Camp Corson (similar to Camp Innabah) in central Puerto Rico to
do veterinary work. Many of the animals that I saw were adopted
strays and I was the only veterinarian they would ever see. My
services were free and included dog and cat spays, neuters,
vaccinations, and dewormings. Anne usually came with me on
these trips and was my assistant. The table used for surgery, set
up on concrete blocks, was under the shade of a grapefruit tree
just outside a very small medical clinic. Small dogs were easier,
so I was grateful for all the Chihuahuas. Appointments were to
be scheduled before I arrived, but at least half of the pet owners
came without an appointment. I spoke almost no Spanish, and
most of the locals spoke little or no English. Nevertheless, we
managed. At night we would return to the camp exhausted,
ready to eat a delicious meal prepared by Angelina, a local
woman who clearly cared about us. Then we would have
devotions, followed by all the volunteers talking about what had
been accomplished that day. After playing games or doing jigsaw
puzzles we would opt for an early bedtime and head for the
dormitories. While little evangelism occurred through speaking,
the locals understood that we were Christians. They were
grateful and God was honored.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you that love it its own
language, toward people who speak a different tongue or toward
the animals that are dear to them.
Darrell Hoffman
Semi-retired Veterinarian
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Monday, March 8th
Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for
good to those who love God, to those who are called according
to His purpose.
“Pointing to God”
In my work as a Registered Nurse for 40 years, I encountered
many Mission Moments:
I had a Private Duty patient by the name of Gary. At the age of
15 he was struck by a car, sustaining a traumatic brain injury. He
spent months in the hospital in a coma, and after emerging from
the coma he spent one year at Moss Rehabilitation Center.
When he finally came home he required nurses around the clock.
He needed to relearn communication skills because he could not
speak and make his needs known to us. He also required a
tracheostomy tube to keep his airway open. He was unable to
eat or swallow and therefore needed a gastrostomy tube directly
into his stomach, therefore providing nourishment to his body. In
time a speech therapist taught him how to use sign language so
that he could communicate and make his needs known. All of
this took years to accomplish.
But Gary suffered emotionally and spiritually as well. He asked
us constantly, “Why did God allow this to happen to me?” A
difficult heartfelt question, and a more difficult answer. He was
deeply religious and loved the Lord, but his family never
encouraged his faith. One day, I asked him if he would like a
bible. His eyes lit up and he signed “yes.” I read the Bible to him
almost every time I worked with him. He especially loved the
Book of John and Psalms. I saw his faith grow which helped him
to face and accept his life as it was. While I was reading he
frequently raised his arm and pointed towards Heaven and
communicated to me how much he loved Jesus.
Prayer: Dear Lord, as we call on You, help us without needs as
well as the needs of others. In Jesus name, Amen.
Marci Bechtel
Poet and Artist
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Tuesday, March 9th
Psalm 145:18 The Lord is near to all who call upon Him, and call
upon him in truth.
“All I Need is Here”
Feeling closer to God can come in a plethora of ways or stories
and here’s one of mine. One day I saw a homeless man while I
was walking on the beach in Atlantic City and my friend and I
sparked up a conversation with him. He winded up being a great
guy and when we offered to get him a room and give him money,
he refused and said thank you so much but I can’t take your
money. You two have lives to live. I have all I need right here
and pointed to his heart and the sky. It really made me tear up
and realize that God is everywhere we go, and amen to that.
Prayer: Make our hearts content with you, Lord.
Tyler Collins
Generation Z Preacher
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Wednesday, March 10th
Deuteronomy 31:8 The Lord himself goes before you and will be
with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be
afraid; do not be discouraged.
“Watch the Attitude”
2020 was a very different year to say the least! I am a planner
(some might even call me a control freak). This past year was
especially difficult for someone (like me) who likes to plan and
have control over not only their life but everything that is going
on around them. I really had to step back and say “OK God” I am
obviously not in control anymore! This is extremely difficult for
me to do! I decided that if I cannot control the situation, I will
have to control how I react to it. ATTITUDE is everything! Every
day I can decide to be happy and thankful or I can be negative
and complain! So recently I have started to look for God at work
in my life. You will be amazed at how many times you see God’s
hand in the little everyday things, holding a door for someone,
saying hello to a stranger (Kind of hard to smile now) making
sure you use good manners, letting someone in front of you in
traffic. It is difficult and I have not always followed my own
advice. On the days that I find things are not going my way I am
usually brought back to reality when a stranger does something
nice for me. This reminds me that I need to “Watch my
Attitude!” I challenge all of you to see how many times a day
you can see God at work in your life.
Prayer: Dear Lord, please instill in me an attitude of gratitude
and contentment with my life, please help me to see that you
have a wonderful plan for me! In Jesus name we pray, Amen.
Becky Bishop
Famous for Homemade Pot Pie
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Thursday, March 11th
Mark 6:35-44 They all ate and were satisfied.
“God Calling”
Jesus and his disciples were going to have a day to themselves.
So Jesus led them high up one of the hillsides where they could
be alone. But once they got there, it was rather evident they
weren’t going to be alone. Hundreds of people were climbing
the same hill…then thousands! Jesus' heart went out to
them…and he began to talk with them, listen to their questions,
and then teach them. This went on all afternoon and into the
early evening. The disciples wanted them to go home so they
could eat their evening meal. But Jesus had a better idea. "You
do it…fix supper for them!" The disciples' response was: "Are you
serious?" Jesus answer was: "Yes!” Think back on your journey.
Was there ever a time when God had "a better idea?" And your
response was: “Are you serious?” For two thousand years, God
has had a lot of "better ideas". And Christians have responded as
of old: "Are you serious?" I will never forget when God first
suggested I ought to preach a sermon. I was a college
sophomore at then Eastern Baptist College/Seminary. I had
never preached a sermon in my life – had never wanted to! I was
a youth associate with another student, Harold Adams, exactly
one year older than I! Then he felt called by God to take
another church. The church, not knowing what else to do, asked
me to preach for them the next week or two. I asked: “Are you
serious?" They said: "Yes.” Somehow they survived the first
couple of sermons, and then asked me to try it for six months. I
said to God: "Are you serious?" I said to the church: “Are you
serious?" I was never certain what God's response was, but the
church said: “Yes."As it turned out, I stayed there almost ten
years…yes, God was serious! Isn’t it amazing what Jesus can do
with so little? What he did then, he can do now. All he needs is
12 more disciples to deliver the goods in 2021. When did you
last say to God: "Are you serious?" What does God need your
help in doing?
Prayer: I surrender all.
Rev. Richard Rusbuldt
Retired Baptist Pastor
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Friday, March 12th

The Thankful Poor and The Banjo Lesson by Henry Ossawa Tanner*

2 Chronicles 2:14 He is trained to work in gold, silver, bronze,
iron, stone, and wood, and in purple, blue, and crimson fabrics
and fine linen, and to do all sorts of engraving and execute any
design that may be assigned him, with your artisans.
“We Are God’s Work of Art”
Henry Tanner (June 21, 1859 - May 25, 1937) is among the
world’s greatest artists. His mother Sarah escaped slavery in
Virginia via the Underground Railroad. His father Benjamin, a
friend of Frederick Douglass, was an AME bishop and writer.
Halle, one of his nine siblings, was the first woman to be
certified to practice medicine in Alabama. After the move from
Pittsburgh to Philadelphia, Henry decided to become an artist at
the age of 13 haven been inspired by a landscape painter while
walking with his father through Fairmont Park. His training
included Paris and the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts.
He was the only black student and spoke of the torment he
endured.
I have yet to learn of his personal relationship with God, though
his paintings include biblical images such as the Resurrection of
Lazarus (1896), Nicodemus (1899), The Two Disciples at the
Tomb (ca. 1906), and The Disciples See Christ Walking on the
Water (ca. 1907)
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God creates artists to inspire, teach, delight, and soothe us. God
has a purpose and a plan for all creation.
Prayer: God, like a chick breaks out of its shell and a butterfly
out of the chrysalis, help us to look to you as we nurture the
beautiful gifts which you have given each of us and which we
are.
Pastor Hines
*Source: Wikipedia
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Saturday, March 13th
Malachi 2:16 ‘For I hate divorce,’ says the Lord, the God of
Israel, ‘and him who covers his garment with violence,’ says the
Lord of armies. So be careful about your spirit, that you do not
deal treacherously.
“On the Verge of Divorce”
God hates divorce, not because it is a rule, as Christians for
generation have understood, or rather misunderstood, but
because some child of God is likely to be wounded and hurt in
the process. Matthew 5 justifies divorce on one ground,
infidelity. Unfortunately, too many have suffered domestic
abuse for the sake of doing something God hates instead of
understanding that there a many ways to be an infidel.
Throughout the Old Testament prophets refer to a wicked and
adulterous generation. Infidelity is not about stealing a kiss, but
about disrespecting God and failing to do justice and love mercy.
Not long ago, I met a couple on the verge of divorce. However,
they decided to turn back to God and work on seeking God for a
marriage that is filled with love and nothing less. God is able!!
Prayer: God of Love, anoint our marriages with fervor and truth.
Pastor Hines
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Sunday, March 14th

Charlene Jabulani
Human and Social Services Doctoral Candidate
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Monday, March 15th
Acts 20:35 In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of
hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the
Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to
receive.
“Better to Give than Receive”
As a child growing up, I was taught the aforementioned. Possibly
because that is a great idea, but maybe because I grew up in a
poor family. It helped us to understand that we should be really
appreciative when we received something special. I don’t
remember knowing anything about tithing until much later in
life. That to me is part of giving to others. In the Bible, God
tells us to give 10% of our wealth to others. This includes our
church donations and charitable donations to benefit others. I
have taught my children to always give more than they get.
When we live with these thoughts and we receive unexpected
gifts, it is very special. I was elated this past year when I
received a great memorial gift for my late husband. The
Administrative Board of our Preschool hung a little RV bird house
in the tree in the church playground. It was a fitting tribute to
Dale since we had an RV coach. I don’t think any of them knew
that we were avid birdwatchers, and I know they didn’t know
that the RV was an exact replica of my parents first Winnebago
RV down to the exact color. What a fantastic gift.
Remember, God loves a cheerful giver and when you give to
others, it comes back to you twofold.
Prayer: Thank you Lord for those who are kind and generous to
us.
Trish Richards
Bethel Church Treasurer
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Tuesday, March 16th
Psalm 73:26 God is the strength of my heart and my portion
forever.
“The Cat”
I was feeding a homeless cat. It seems the owners had pretty
much abandoned it. The cat seemed to be struggling physically
with pain. So I tried to help it by taking it to the vet but the vet
put the cat to sleep because it had AIDS. My heart hurt and still
does because I wanted to help the cat, but the situation did not
turn out the way I expected. In my disappointment, God
comforts my heart. I keep looking to Jesus the author and
perfecter of my faith for strength, wisdom, help and comfort.
Prayer: Thank you for the blessing of animals. Help us to care for
them as best we can.
Donna Pick
Guitarist and Songwriter
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Wednesday, March 17th
Luke 9:35 Then a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, my
Chosen One. Listen to him.
“God Is With Us”
It has been a few years now, but still fresh in my mind how God
spoke to my family during my Dad’s final month here on earth
with us.
My Dad went into the hospital not knowing what was wrong.
Thinking it was heart related, his attending doctor was his
cardiologist who happened to be at the hospital that day (though
at this point the man was semi retired and the only doctor my
Dad ever trusted). It was him and his team who directed the
tests to be run and delivered the message that he had lung
cancer.
Fast forward a few weeks, my Dad was at home on hospice
where his pain could not be managed anymore. He went back to
the hospital, into the same exact room where my Mother spent
her final 2 days. He lasted 2 days there as well before being
called to his eternal home.
These and other events, which seemed like coincidences, I know
were God’s way of speaking to us all and reassuring us he was in
control.
Sometimes the signs are not so obvious, but it has taught me to
look for the signs. He is there speaking, we just need to listen.
Prayer: Lord, we want to hear your voice. Help us to listen that
we might walk in the paths of peace you have prepared for each
of us. Give us strength to put our loved ones in your caring
hands.
Michelle Vondercrone
Bethel Communion Steward
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Thursday, March 18th
Proverbs 3: 5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean
not on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge
him and he will direct your path.
“Changing Together”
In all of our life travels we learn to work together. Through our
many talents and with God’s grace we can do anything. As time
goes by we can see our physical church change. We have seen
wonderful things that make the church more appealing and more
useful, and if we look closely we can also watch the spiritual
growth. With all the turmoil in this world, look to find peace in
knowing we are part of the bigger Picture.
Prayer: Dear Lord, help us to work together to build our church
structurally, spiritually and to serve God’s people. Amen

Ralph and Cheryl Emery
Trustee Chair and Baby Magnet
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Friday, March 19th
Galatians 6:2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the laws
of Christ.
“Coming Together In a Time of Need”
In 2017, a devastating hurricane had affected the coast of Texas
and Louisiana-causing many deaths within the region and
destruction of homes and businesses. After reading stories in the
news, I felt compelled to help these people in this terrible
hardship and I decided I would do what I could to contribute.
Ironically, I came across a post on Facebook that Merkels shoe
store in Boyertown would be driving down to the affected areas
with trucks of donations for those in need. I had decided to send
an email to my coworkers and ask them if they were interested
in donating and the response was more than I would have ever
anticipated. I had 10 cases of water, numerous toiletries, and an
abundance of clothing to donate. I was so extremely proud of
the way we had all worked together so quickly and efficiently
and really felt God’s presence after seeing how excited the
employees were once the items were dropped off. “Carry each
other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of
Christ.”
Prayer: Lord, though it’s been years since the hurricane, we
continue to pray for everyone who was affected by it and who
may be still suffering its traumatic effects.
Kaleigh Long
Newlywed
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Saturday, March 20th
1 Peter 3:9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On
the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were
called so that you may inherit a blessing.
“First Impressions are Hard to Shake”
When I first met my neighbor I was at Lowe’s picking up 20 bags
of concrete. Now each bag weighs 80 pounds and loading up 20
bags is a task even when your parked right next to the pallets.
Well, my new neighbor had pulled his truck in front of the
pallets of concrete so he could run in and get 1 piece of PVC
pipe. I wound up having to carry all 20 bags around his truck to
load them in mine. Well my neighbor and I were not off to a
good start and things did not improve over the coming years
until two months ago when Fed Ex delivered some $500 worth of
computer equipment I had ordered to his house by mistake.
When I discovered my order had been delivered next door I
decided to go over and get them as they were calling for snow
that night and my neighbor sometimes does not come home for
days. So I went down and grabbed my packages and brought
them home, several hours later my neighbor is knocking at my
door “Did you take my packages?” I explained that they were my
packages that Fed Ex had delivered to his house by mistake. He
explained that he called the police to report my trespass. I was
uneasy about what had happened and prayed for a way to
become more neighborly to my neighbor. A couple days later I
noticed that my neighbor’s truck had slid off the driveway and
was now very stuck. Seeing his hopeless struggle to try and free
his truck by himself I yelled down to him asking if I could help.
His reply was that his daughter was on her way over! “Ok,” I said
and went back inside. About an hour later his daughter had
shown up and he was still hopelessly stuck. I decide to grab my
winch and chains and just go down and help any way I could.
Well, after an hour or so we were able to get the truck out and I
bid him fare well and walked back home. On the walk back I said
a prayer of thanksgiving for the opportunity presented to me by
God to help reconcile a bad First Impression. Hopefully we can
be more neighborly in the future and put aside a past event that
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has kept us apart. I do not deserve the devotion that I get from
God but am very glad for it.
Prayer: Thank you, God, for helping us to reconcile even in small
ways.
Mike DeMarco
Wood Craftsman
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Sunday, March 21st
Luke 18:1 Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them
that they should always pray and not give up.
“Prayer”
There have been many times, throughput my life, I have
pondered the question of “What is the proper way to Pray”? I
have come to the conclusion that any way you try to make
contact with God is the proper way to pray. I have found just
talking to God while I’m walking or driving or really any activity.
God is always there and listening. It’s up to us to listen for the
reply, though not often easy or convenient.
Two of my favorite ways to pray are:
Is in a meditative state and I talk to God about my concerns and
try to lay quietly to listen for an answer.
The second, is when I’m out in nature and walking.
During these prayer times I have had two experiences that have
touched me deeply.
The first, I was in a meditative state listening to Enya and trying
to lay quietly. I went to a place that filled me with awe.
Everything was huge and almost overwhelming, But, to this day I
have a vivid memory of it. I was in a dim light and no golden
buildings yet I was very sure that I was in the presence of God.
Often, when I put myself in this state, I go back to the same
place and every time I am overwhelmed by being there. The
second was when I was in my favorite walking place and just
talking to God. I looked at the sky and there was a cloud and the
sun was shining through it and was as brighter than anything I
have ever experienced. I knew that God was in that cloud. I feel,
in both of these instances, there wasn’t any particular problem
in my life but just God letting me know he is always there. As far
as a proper way to pray, any time and any way you communicate
with God is proper way to pray. He is always listening, Are we?
Prayer: Lord, teach us to pray.
Paul Wolf
Songwriter DJ
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Monday, March 22nd
Romans 12:21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil
with good.
“Accident”
Otis is a very kind man. He played the organ in Lancaster County
and thought nothing of traveling to play for me in Chester
County though it required riding for quite a distance. This was
no small task for a gentleman who had done his stint in the
armed forces had long since retired.
When word came that he had been hit by a car while crossing
the road from the Lancaster Airport to his home in a retirement
community, we were astonished. His injuries brought him to
death’s door. Filled with sorrow, we asked the question, “Why
God, why?” He of all people did not deserve it. All most could do
was pray. Some were allowed to visit.
We understand that we live in a broken world and bad things do
indeed happen to good people. Understanding does not always
make it easier to rise up from our grief and anger enough to do
whatever it takes to bring any healing and hope God has given us
to share. As has been said "All that is necessary for the triumph
of evil is that good people do nothing."
Prayer: God, give us guidance in doing our part in making
something good happen in spite of life’s catastrophes.
Pastor Hines
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Tuesday, March 23rd
I Corinthians 12:4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the
same Spirit distributes them.
“Faith, Hope, and Love”
In Corinthians, Paul spoke of the spiritual gifts and
reminds us to practice faith, hope and love. In these dark times,
it’s difficult to believe that there are any blessings anywhere,
much less for any gifts. The Light, the Light of God’s Salvation,
is supposed to shine in us. Satan has been called the “betrayer
of hope” and strives to quench our light, break our spirit and
crush us. How can we be a beacon to others when we can’t see
past our present distress? The depressing pall of the COVID-19
world has left many of us feeling lost and alone. This can and is
crushing many of us. Our social distancing, which is a good and
necessary way to combat COVID-19, can easily become social
isolation. Ancient acts of love and concern, a hug or the laying
on of hands, are now forbidden.
Michelangelo portrayed the whole act of creation by drawing a
simple touch. Touching is an important part of our psyche and
contributes to our wellbeing. Electronic media – from phones to
“Zoom” meetings – can reduce the isolation but can’t quite
compensate for person to person contact.
Many years ago there lived a man who suffered many of the
same difficulties, the same isolation. During one of the lowest
points in this man’s life, condemned to death, forbidden family
and friends, cast out of the church and living as a fugitive in the
mountains, he wrote a poem explaining his life. It was a poem
of faith and trust. Not faith and trust that he would survive his
ordeal, but faith and trust that all would work for the glory of
God. Not knowing if he would live to see the next day, he was
content to let his faith carry his burdens to the Lord.
He wrote:
And though this world with devils filled
Should threaten to undo us
We will not fear for God has willed
His truth to triumph through us.
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The Prince of Darkness grim
We tremble not for him
His rage we can endure
For lo his doom is sure
One little work shall fell him.
You ask who that may be
Christ Jesus it is he
That word shall abide
His kingdom is forever.
Martin Luther – “A Mighty Fortress”
Our faith gives us hope, hope for the future. Our sustaining love
for each other can carry us through these times and bring us
safely home to God.
Prayer: Thank you for the gift of faith in dark times.
Rob Hanlon
Vice Chair Bethel Administrative Council
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Wednesday, March 24th
John 15:15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does
not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you
friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have
made known to you.
“Letter from A Friend”
Jesus is my friend. As I pray, I imagine him writing a letter to me
that reads something like this: It is good to hear from you, my
friend, even though we’re miles away, you’re always on my
mind. Anytime, anything you need from me I’ll be there.
Your Friend,
Jesus
Prayer: What a friend we have in Jesus!
Carolyn Sanders
Intuitive and Creative
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Thursday, March 25th
Isaiah 43:19 See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do
you not perceive it?
“Let it Break”
We live in a broken world, so says Rev. Cameron Trimble of
Emory University. She wrote this unforgettable devotion:
Insurrection is breaking our sense of national identity. White
racism is breaking black lives. National leaders are breaking our
laws and institutions. Our economic policy is disproportionately
breaking the poor. Our fear of each other is breaking our
communities. Our denial of reality is breaking our hope for a
better world.
Everything is breaking. As scary as it is...let it break.
Let it break our bigotry. Let it break our hate. Let it break our
fear, our privilege, our aggression, our silence. Let it break our
delusions, our failed national leaders, our systems that oppress.
Let it all break.
When we give up the hope of fixing our systems, we free
ourselves to create new ones.
Yes, everything is breaking. Let it break. A better world is
possible when we let go of this one.
Prayer: Help us to stay calm in the midst of the storm.
Pastor Hines

43

Friday, March 26th
Psalm 34:18 The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves
those who are crushed in spirit.
“Men Who Weep”
As a student and a teacher I have had many opportunities to
bless members of my community. I believe I continue to search
for these moments because of one experience I had many years
ago. As a member of Student Council in high school, student
members and I would be given Christmas lists for families in
need in our school district. My friend I would work together on
the same family, and we had so much fun shopping for
them. When it came time to deliver the gifts our senior year,
my dad drove me and my friend to the house of the family. As
we walked into the home, we saw the father of the family in a
neck brace; he had suffered an injury and was unable to work to
provide for his family. We presented them with gifts of clothes
and toys wrapped in love to put under their tree to surprise their
children. The father of the family began sobbing. In our
immaturity, my friend and I were astounded that our efforts had
moved this man to tears. We awkwardly left the home and
couldn't contain our astonishment at seeing a grown man
cry. When we shared the story with my dad back in the car, he
told us to wait a moment, and he took out his checkbook. Dad
walked up to the house we had just left and presented the
family with an offering to help in their need. Our family was
never the wealthiest on the block, but that offering came from
my father's heart, and I know that God blessed him and us
through that gift. The memory stays with me because it was so
spontaneous and generous. We did not know those people; all
we knew was that they were suffering. My dad saw another's
need and did not hesitate to help. In Matthew 25:35-40, Jesus
describes that our service to others is just like serving Him. "I
assure you: Whatever you did for the least of these my brothers,
you did for me."
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Prayer: Father God, I earnestly pray that we continue to find
ways to serve you by serving others. I pray blessings on our
efforts and gifts that we may all draw closer to you. As you
were willing to give your son as the greatest gift, help us to give
our best gifts in all that we do. In Jesus's precious and Holy
name, Amen.
Jennifer Richardson
High School English Teacher
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Saturday, March 27th
Hebrews 11:1-3 Now faith is confidence in what we hope
for and assurance about what we do not see.
“Feeding By Faith”
When I was appointed to the Spring City United Methodist
Church by Bishop Peggy Johnson in July 2011, I inherited a
program called Hope on the Hill. Hope on the Hill was a
once a week feeding program for the hungry and lonely
people of Spring City. It was held on Wednesday evenings.
At first, the program was getting only 20 to 25 people per
week. However, within the first year the attendance
burgeoned to 50 to 60 persons/week. As a result, the
community became heavily involved. We had a myriad of
groups preparing the food each week. These groups were
from civic and religious organizations, scout troops, and
individuals. The Phoenixville Link was also involved.
Another way the community got involved was by having a
local business donate cupcakes each week and a clothing
give away was started. A sheet with contact information to
all of the social agencies and programs in the Spring
City/Royersford/Phoenixville area was made available.
Each week, the program started with a PowerPoint
presentation which included announcements of local
church events, a scripture verse, and an opening prayer.
So, more than just physical sustenance was offered. There
was a spiritual component, as well. Over the course of the
years, Hope on the Hill lived up to its name. It brought
hope to those who were given food and clothing.
Surprisingly, another outcome of Hope of the Hill was that
it not only energized those who volunteered but also me. I
came to the realization this mission project was making a
difference in the lives to all who participated, recipient
and volunteer, by offering them hope. Hope on the Hill
was bringing all involved closer to God.
Prayer: Thank you, God for the joy of bringing hope to others.
Pastor Dennis Keen
Retired Pastor of Spring City UMC
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Palm Sunday, March 28th
Psalm 91:11-16 For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all
your ways; they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot
against a stone. You will tread upon the lion and the cobra; you will trample the
great lion and the serpent. “Because he loves me,” says the Lord, “I will rescue him; I
will protect him, for he acknowledges my name. He will call upon me, and I will
answer him; I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honor him. With long
life will I satisfy him and show him my salvation.

“God Watching Over Me”
On February 19 of this past year I experienced the scariest night
of my life. I was on my way home from work and involved in a
car accident. I was sitting in the back seat of my friend’s truck
who offered to take me home from work as my parents were
both away with my sisters. We were stopped waiting to make a
left hand turn right near my house and a drunk driver ran into
the back of us at 60 miles an hour. My friend driving was able to
see him coming up behind us in his rear view mirror and said,
“oh my gosh, I don’t think this guy is going to stop,” and I have
never been more scared. This severely intoxicated person ran
into the back of my friend’s truck, causing all the glass in the
window behind me to fall upon me, all the airbags deployed and
we were all thrown forward. Thankfully, no one with me was
severely hurt in the accident and I walked away with just a
concussion and a bruised leg. This bible verse reminds me of my
accident and how I know God was watching over me and my
friends that day. For example, my friend picked me up in a
large truck he doesn’t usually drive. Had we been in a car or a
smaller truck I have no doubt I would have been severely injured
given that I was sitting in the backseat. The large truck held
back some of the force from the truck that ran into the back of
us. Also, a police officer just happened to be driving past us in
the opposite direction at the exact moment this accident took
place. He was able to see everything which occurred and get out
and help us immediately. This accident reminded me that God
is always watching over all of us and keeping us safe.
Prayer: Thank you God for holding us safely in your arms!
Jack Hughes
Preparing to Attend Bloomsburg University
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Monday, March 29th
I Corinthians 2:9 But as it is written ‘eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things
which God hath prepared for them that love him.’
“Seeing Those Who May Be Invisible”
The Apostle Paul speaks of an amazing promise of God to
believers in the “sweet by and by.” Here on earth there are
people who literally cannot see or hear and this passage points
us to them as well. The famous Helen Keller of yester-year has
inspired many with her overcoming spirit of life and hope.
Today’s “Helen Kellers” living among us often experience
isolation, but have great potential and heart for ministry.
I have been inspired by a Certified Lay Minister Karen Miller, who
works with the Deaf and Deaf-Blind community of Wilmington,
DE. Karen has empowered people with hearing and visual
challenges to be involved in ministry and outreach among the
poor. She communicates with Deaf Blind people using tactile
American Sign Language.
God’s Word teaches us that everyone has a place in the Body of
Christ. Often able-bodied people are a little “deaf” and “blind”
to the promises of God not only about our future in heaven, but
in our ability to perceive the vast giftedness of the disability
community among us. During the season of Lent this year, ask
God to open your eyes and ears to this spirit-filled and talented
community.
Prayer: Open our hearts, our eyes, and our ears to all your
children.
Bishop Peggy Johnson
Eastern Pennsylvania Conference of the United Methodist Church
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Tuesday, March 30th
Philippians 1:9-11 And this is my prayer: that your love may
abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so
that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure
and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and
praise of God.
“Love with a Heart of Peace”
Often, we as Christians get so busy trying to do good
because we know it is the right thing to do. This year as we
opened the Al’s Heart Warming Center, I have had the supreme
joy of learning from true pros; Christians with a heart of
peace. I have been able to observe how they are able to
maintain strong boundaries while showing compassion to many
who are in times of crisis in their lives.
In the beginning of the year, I began a new bible study
with my sister in Maryland thanks to many Zoom meetings. My
sister, Karen and I, rarely get to see each other and since Covid19 we have not seen each other for over a year. It has truly
been a blessing to spend time with her and other members of
her church to discuss The Anatomy of Peace: resolving the
heart of conflict by Arbinger Institute. This bible study has
given me permission to view the true reasons I do the things I do
and examine my heart and ask God for a heart of peace.
When I write plans, create policies, hire and set up
systems all from the comfort of my home, it is so easy to think
things should run smoothly just as I plan them. However, we are
human and that makes all the difference. Do I get disappointed
and annoyed when someone can’t follow the rules? Do I lose my
heart of peace when someone tries to push the systems and not
act kindly toward others? Unfortunately, yes.
But I have learned during this bible study that these are
the times that I am forgetting to view people as my equal. They
matter just as much as I matter. Just as much as the staff,
volunteers and the board of directors matter. They are not
objects or statistics to report back to the town and the
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county. This is when I know I need an attitude adjustment
which is easier said than done.
The Arbinger Institute explains that “when I have a
heart of peace, I see others as people. They appear just as real
to me as I do to myself. Their cares and concerns matter the
same to me as my own. I actively respond to their
humanity.” The director of the warming center often
exemplifies this by taking the time to speak to each person
about their concerns, fears and plans for the future.
When I am trying to justify my actions or inactions, I need
to examine if it is because my heart is at war. As explained in
the book, a heart at war can cause me “to see others as objects.
They appear less real to me than I do to myself. Their cares and
concerns matter less to me than my own. I actively resist their
humanity.” We can recognize this treatment when we are
standing in line at a store and we are being treated as a
nuisance or bother and not as a person. However, it is harder
for me to recognize when I am treating someone that way.
Are we doing something good during Lent just because we
know we should? Or are we making sure that we are doing
something because someone else needs our help? Are we asking
what type of help a person may need from us? What are their
concerns and hopes for the future? I will continue to pray for a
heart of peace. I hope you will also share a heart of peace.
Prayer: Give us your heart of peace.
Karla Romberg
Long-Time Community Volunteer
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Wednesday, March 31st
Matthew 5:14-16 ‘You are the light of the world. A city built on
a hill cannot be hidden. 15No one after lighting a lamp puts it
under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives
light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine
before others, so that they may see your good works and give
glory to your Father in heaven.
“Make Me a Light in the World, Lord
As followers of Christ we are to proclaim Christ to the nations!
Where is your mission field? Are you a light and the voice of
Christ at home, in your neighborhood, at your workplace? Ask
the Lord to open your eyes and heart to opportunities to see
people with His eyes. Sometimes being the light means a kind
word or getting a box from the top shelf at the grocery store.
Sometimes it means listening to someone who has lost a child to
suicide. If not you then who will be there for her. What can you
do to make the difference in someone’s life today? It may be you
that receives the blessing.
Prayer: Lord, is my light bright enough?
Charlene Wiggs
Christian Bookstore
Manager
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Thursday, April 1st
Matthew 19:14 Let the little children come to me…..
Romans 10:9 If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,”
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved.
“One Little Girl or Boy At A Time”
Greta, a nine-year-old bright little spark of a girl was a
member of the weekly Scripture memory group which consisted
of 35 children ranging in age from 6 to 13 years old. Each child
received a cookie for every verse learned perfectly. They carried
bags with them for they were avid learners. (In those days
cookies were unavailable in the stores, and so were a rare
treat.)
One afternoon another child came to say that Greta was
in the hospital with malaria. While preparing to visit her in the
morning, I received the shocking message that Greta had died.
My grief caused by Greta’s death was magnified by the fact that
I had never specifically offered this bright little Bible scholar the
opportunity to receive Christ as her Savior. She would clearly
have been able to make such a decision. My only consolation was
that perhaps she had accepted Him at Sunday School or
elsewhere.
From that point on, and as the Scripture memory program
grew, we tried to be sure each child understood the Good News
of Jesus and was given the opportunity to make a decision.
Eventually all in that original group prayed to receive the
salvation that Christ made possible for us all. They are adults
now, and many are still following Jesus, serving Him in their
homes and in churches around Zambia. Praise God for those
lives. All because God used one little girl.
Prayer: Thank you for saving us!
Fran Schrader
Medical Missionary in Zambia
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Good Friday, April 2nd
Romans 12:10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give
preference to one another in honor.
“Serving God through Acts of Kindness”
My parents were wonderful examples of serving God through acts
of kindness for both family and friends and for complete
strangers. My mother knitted and donated over 500 items, hats
for premature babies and helmet liners for service personnel. My
father often gifted people his handmade note cards and even
brought breakfast to a clerk at the Dollar Store when she
mentioned she had not eaten breakfast. Hardly a day went by
that they were not actively seeking ways to share God’s love. I
am trying to follow their example in my daily life, whether it be
reaching out to someone by phone, text, or email just to chat,
providing a meal to someone, or sending a handmade gift to
someone to show them that I’m thinking of them. I have been
both the receiver and the giver of acts of kindness; and I know
that it doesn’t have to be a big thing, but a small gesture of love
can make a difference in someone’s life.
Prayer: Dear Lord, help me to seek ways to show your love by
performing acts of kindness for others in our daily lives. Amen.

Diane Raab
Retired Educator
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Saturday, April 3rd
Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ who gives me
strength.
“All Things Are Possible”
Easter is a time to praise and glorify our Lord Jesus Christ for the
blessings and sacrifices on our behalf. It is a refreshing season
with spring in the air and colorful flowers blooming everywhere.
During the Lenten season, people draw nearer to Christ through
prayer and scripture reading. Many also make sacrifices of
personal choices such as food, drinks, TV, etc. to join in
remembering Christ sacrifices for us.
Jesus loves us no matter what we do or do not do, but
Philippians 4:13 reads, “I can do all things through Christ who
gives me strength.” Happy Easter!
Prayer: Thank you God that nothing is impossible when we walk
with you.

Marian Bilger
Mother of an Educator and a Missionary
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Easter, Sunday April 4th
Ephesians 4:32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted,
forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.
“The Resurrected Truth”
Envisioning those who hurt us wrapped in the loving arms of
Jesus will saturate our hearts with a healing balm. Knowing that
even our enemies are beloved of God and grace and mercy
abounds for all, is sobering. We do well to get with God’s
program. I heard Beth Moore say once, “The leading cause of
forgiveness is compassion.”
Several years ago a couple came to me and asked for my
forgiveness. They confessed the truth of their wrongdoing that
had occurred more than a decade earlier. This was a wonderful
gift and refreshment for my soul. The truth of God’s love was
resurrected indeed.
Prayer: We serve a Risen Saviour. He’s in the World today.
Hallelujah.
Pastor Hines
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