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Meek 

The large, white, family bible in our home had gold leaves and captivating, colorful scenes 

of Jesus, people being healed and delivered, and heavenly skies filled with angelic figures. 

That King James Version first published in 1611 was all I knew. Its poetic rhythms were easy 

to remember. At the moment there are over 40 different versions that inspire and chal-

lenge us to hear God’s word from more than one perspective!! Hallelujah. Some think of various versions as 

tampering with God’s word, however, they all make us think as well as pray, which helps Christians to mature 

spiritually and not just memorize wonderful words or think in narrow ways. 

In countless bible studies at church, studies by mail, and small group opportunities to share at Eastern College 

in St. Davids, I came across the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5, particularly “meekness.” The definition I learned 

for meekness decades ago was “teachable.” It is so helpful to be open to new ideas long enough to have 

civil conversation. As the late feminist/womanist “bell hooks” would say, ‘Conversation is the ultimate source 

of our learning.’ This week, I have leaned toward the definition of meekness meaning “gentleness.” Galatians 

5 says “22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithful-

ness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.” 

Several years ago, several of us were gathering in the Bethel Café in preparation for Council meeting. I was 

wandering around doing various tasks when Jeanne Haring calmly and quietly asked me if I was ready to 

come to the meeting. I mentioned that we had ten more minutes or so. But, my watch had stopped and it 

was actually past the time to begin. She reflected the gentleness that was obviously in the heart of everyone 

gathered in the room. No one was irritable or impatient. Another time, I was hosting a women’s clergy meet-

ing before the days of cell phones and I was late due to a pastoral emergency in Germantown. When I finally 

arrived nearly an hour late, the group was sitting at my apartment door with no evidence of condemnation. 

Gentle spirits are a blessing! 

On Christmas Eve at Bethel, it seems our every effort was thwarted. Facebook streaming was interrupted by 

intractable feedback noise. The opening hymn was sung simultaneously in two different verses. Words to 

“Silent Night” were nowhere to be found, leaving us humming faithfully in the dark. We were, however, able 

to hear the three readers and speakers without a glitch. The weather allowed us to travel safely, and of 

course, Jennifer’s rendition of “O Holy Night” gave us chills! 

Most of all, instead of criticism and blame that evening, there was encouragement and support. Hearts were 

softened by the joy of gathering in Jesus’s name, and by the POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT working in us, 

through us, and around us. 

Many things happen in each of our days, but what matters most is that we, the people of God, are stirring up 

our spiritual gifts, using our unique gifts and bearing much fruit of the Spirit. We give God thanks for all of the 

fruit, the harvest of our prayers. Especially, this day, I am grateful for the “gentleness” that has comforted us 

again and again and again. 

Bethel Banner 2022 



February 2022   2 

 

The UMW  will be continuing with the tradition of the Annual Bazaar this year on Saturday, November 

12, 2022, but we need your help.  There has been a significant reduction in the number of volunteers 

which we must have in order for the event to be successful and not overburden those who are helping.  

We are also looking for crafters who would like to rent a table for the day.  Please contact Anne Hoffman 

if you know a vendor who may be interested in participating. 

Currently we are looking for people to be in charge of different areas.  Attic Treasurers and Soup Pre-

orders are in need of directors at this time.  Becky Bishop has stepped down from being in charge of the 

kitchen and soup preparation.  Thank you, Becky, for all your years of devotion to kitchen management!! 

If you wish to be a director of an area, please contact Terry Miller at 610-506-8455. 

The scarf/mitten/hat/sock tree was lovingly covered with many different sizes and colors of items, and 

even the basket beneath the tree was overflowing with additional goodies.  These will be delivered to 

Methodist Services this week, and they are much appreciated.  Thanks to all for donating. 

Our first year of being a participating church for Operation Christmas Child (Samaritan’s Purse Shoe-

boxes) was a huge success!  Our target was to fill at least 35 shoeboxes, and over 60 were delivered to the 

local collection site!  We will be participating again this year, so start looking for shoebox items.  Lists of 

suggested items are available on the website, or we will have some available on the Mission’s Table. 

 The next meeting of the UMW will be Tuesday, February 22, 2022.  

Please note, this month’s meeting will take place on the 4th Tuesday of the month!  

February Sermons  

February 6   I Corinthians 15.1-11 “Love 
Appears” 

February 13  Ed How ard Preaching—
“There’s More to the Picture” Scripture 
Luke 23:32-38 NRSV  

February 20   I Corinthians 15.35-38,45-
20 “Love Reaps the Good It Sows” 

February 27  2 Corinthians 3.12-4.2 
“Love Frees!” 

Upcoming Meetings & Important Dates  

February 9th—Council will be meeting at 6:30pm 

in Fellowship Hall, followed by Finance at 7:30pm 

also in Fellowship Hall.  

Scout Sunday Update - The "Official" date for scout Sunday is February 6th, however we will be cele-

brating it on March 20th during second service at 10:30am.  

SouperBowl Sunday Soup Sale - Since we were unable to have our Souper Bowl gathering again this 

year, there will be a Soup Sale on Saturday, February 26th, 2022.  Quarts of Italian Wedding soup will be 

available for purchase at $10 per quart. Pick up will be 2-4 pm on the 26th in the lobby, or you may pick 

it up the next day.  Ensure that you will have some to enjoy if you reserve your order in advance by calling 

Terry Miller at 610.506.8455.  This will sell out fast.  It's a favorite guaranteed to delight your taste 

buds! Warm up your tummy and keep warm in worship, as proceeds will be directed towards the oil bill.  
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Spring City Food Pantry (Project Outreach):  

Bethel's donation for February will be:  

Soup and toilet paper  
Items may be placed on or under the Food Pantry collection table in the 

Lobby.   

Thank you for your contributions!  

SouperBowl Donations, February 13th - This year we will be doing things a little bit differently. We are 

asking that everyone bring a can of soup to place on the altar rail and a dollar donation to put in the soup kettle.  

All proceeds will go to the Spring City food pantry.  
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“Healthy people are not always easily found. People who only tell you what 
you want to hear are not the type of healthy people you need. People who 

only blame or criticize are not healthy people.” - Bishop John Schol  
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The Trustees Want You to Know! 
 

 The Bethel United Methodist Church Trustees are entrusted with keeping the church, grounds, cem-
etery and parsonage in good repair.  This takes time, energy and money.  Members of the Trustees and 
many others use their time and energy to repair/build projects around the church.  There is a constant list 
of projects needing to be done.  And the Trustees are always working on the list.   
 The General Fund is used to continue the work of BUMC.  Utilities, salaries, programs, outreach, 
missions and other activities are funded from the General Fund.  The General Fund comes from offerings 
and donations.  

There are also Designated Funds.  The Designated Funds are donations to BUMC that are specific to 
a project or program and cannot be used for any other reason.  Since the Trustees usually do not receive 
money from the General Fund they must use Designated Funds and donations for upkeep and repair.  Or 
ask for funds from the congregation as needed.   

The Trustees have recently completed having new doors installed in the café and fellowship hall.  
They have overseen repairs and updates to the kitchen.  A new BBQ shed is being installed.  These projects 
were funded through Designated Funds and donations specific to each project not from the General Funds.   

Right now there are Designated Funds in the building fund earmarked for the upstairs bathrooms.  
But not enough to start the project and complete the project. 

  
Current projects are:    
-Roof repairs to the church, parsonage and BBQ pit. (Is anyone willing to climb  up and make  

 these repairs to the roof?)  
-Railings at the parsonage and kitchen door.  (The materials are available but a   

 welder is needed to install these.)  
-The Shepherd Stained Glass Window in the sanctuary needs to be repaired, cleaned and updated.  

 An estimate for this work is for $7,000.  Designated donations are needed to complete this job.  
-A drain pipe is needed for under the driveway.   
-Repairs to a shower stall in the parsonage is needed. 
  
So the Trustees Want You to Know! that the General Fund this past year has been lacking.  And we 

all need to continue to support the work of Bethel UMC with our tithes, our prayers and our time.  But we 
also need to support the work of the Trustees to the church, grounds, parsonage and cemetery.  If you can 
donate additional time, energy or funds to the Trustee projects please contact Ralph Emery, Trustees Chair 
or Bob Meissner, Trustees Member.  Or put your offering marked Designated Funds for Trustee projects in 
the offering basket. 
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Feb 4  Megan O’Connor 

Feb 5  Brenton Moore 

Feb 6  Victoria Ferriss 

Feb 7  Thomas Van Riper 

Feb 8  Brett Romberg 

Feb 9  Melissa Earhart 

Feb 10  Russell Keller 

Feb 12  Cammy Graeff 

Feb 12  Daniel Bachrach 

Feb 13  Jacob John 

Feb 14  Kevin Raab 

Feb 14  Edie Duranto 

Feb 15  JoAnn Bachrach 

Feb 16  Rob Hanlon 

Feb 16  Joseph Moyer 

Feb 19   James  Hetrick III 

Feb 19  Robert Hetrick 

Feb 20  Luke Romberg 

Feb 20  Samantha Stauffer 

Feb 25   Sadie Mae Hookway  

Feb 26  Barbara DeMarco 

Feb 26  Louis W. Shultz 

Feb 27  Glenn Hale 

Feb 28  Scott Gresko 

We asked our MWF Class of 4-5 year 
olds: "What is Love?" 

 
Ellie: making a card with a heart on it 
 
Bryson: looking at the birds outside the win-
dow 
 
Olive: giving someone a kiss 
 
Mikey: building a doll house for sis 
 
Julia: playing with my friends 
 
Drew: playing cars with my mom 
 
Kate: hugging 
 
Logan: playing Legos with sissy 
 
Hayley: sharing 
 
Ryan: saying I love you 
 

What does love mean to you? 
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Parsonage Phone: (610) 495-5070  
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www.bethelumchurch.com  
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Missed last week's service?  

Visit bethelumchurch.com to read the bulletin/

announcements and Pastor Hines' message! 

Please see the Bethel Baguette for 

important events to add to your 

calendar!  

The Work of Christmas by Howard 

Thurman 

When the song of the angels is 

stilled, 

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and the princes are 

home, 

When the shepherds are back with 

their flock, 

The work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, 

To heal the broken, 

To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 

To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among brothers, 

To make music in the heart. 

Thank You, Bethel!!!  

Once again Bethel has shown its strength in generosity 
with a kind Christmas gift to Bethel Staff. 

Thank you so much!  - Pastor Hines, Sam, Chris and 
Paul, Janet, Kristy , and Heather 
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