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Bethel Banner 2022 

It’s Easter! 

Easter includes a dramatic uplift. Have you 

experienced something very moving lately? 

Not that routine times are not very important, 

it’s just that the uplifting moments serve as 

milestones that encourage us to grow in 

gratitude and become spiritually strong in 

order to continue our life-saving Christian 

journey. There have been three uplifting moments for me recently. The first is having God 

choose me to serve Havertown UMC. I awoke one morning with the church on my mind 

in a peculiar way for no obvious reason. Hours after the vacancy appeared on the Con-

ference website, I asked to be considered and was appointed. It was as if God guided 

me to Havertown. That was uplifting. It was an Easter moment. It was a sign of new life. 

Secondly, the support for my pastorate at Bethel continues to flow and fill me with daily, 

uplifting encouragement and comfort. I look forward to a special time of celebration on 

May 22 after the 10 30 service! 

Thirdly, as I prepared to depart after twelve years, I heard a still small voice whispering 

“Spread your wings. Get ready to fly.” It was an Easter moment. A dear friend and I were 

inspired to write a song for my new beginning and new life. We plan to sing it together on 

Juneteenth, another Easter moment. 

May your journey be filled with new life that comes with Easter moments. 

 

Isaiah 40:31 - Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings 

like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. 

Blessings, Pastor Hines 
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The UMW   

The next meeting of the UMW will be on Tuesday, April 19th, at 1:00 in Fellowship Hall.  It will be a day to make 
blankets for the Shoebox project.  Save the date for an Afternoon Tea on Saturday, September 10th, at 

1:00.  More details to follow!  At the March meeting, the group decided to make a sizeable donation to UMCOR for 
Ukrainian relief.  

April Sermons  

April 3 John 12:1-8 What's In Your Alabaster Box? 

April 10 Luke 19:28-40 You're Untried Until 
You're Untied; guest musician Keith Grim both ser-
vices  

April 17 Luke 24:1-12 Run to the Tomb, Before the 
Cock Crows; guest musician Lou Dolente both ser-
vices  

April 24 John 20:19-31 Receive the Holy Spirit, 
Today!; guest musician Donna Upson Pick 10:30 ser-
vice 

 Upcoming Meetings & Important Dates  

Calendar Updates: The next Finance m eeting will be held on April 6th at 6:30pm  in Fellow-

ship Hall, followed by the Council Meeting at 7:00pm, also in Fellowship Hall.  

Lenten Service Schedule: Bethel’s  Maundy Thursday service is 7 p.m. in the sanctuary. Sunrise ser-

vice is 7 a.m. on Easter in the Shick shack weather permitting. 

April 6 – David Wilhauer – Virtual  

April 14 - Maundy Thursday, April 15 Good Friday, and April 17 Easter Sunday – Each church will have 
their own program.  

Giving Tree—As Lent arrives and we honor the sacrifice of our Lord, please consider selecting an item 
from the Easter Giving Tree as a Lenten offering.  These are items which answer some of the needs of the 
church.  Look for the small tree on a table outside of the sanctuary.  Take a tag and return your purchase 

to the church office.  Many thanks for your support!    

 
Thank you for the beautiful cards I re-
ceived during my stay in Florida with 

COVID. I truly enjoyed all the handwritten 
notes which were so uplifting and refresh-
ing. Thank you again and may God Bless 
all of you with good health and a bright, 

sunny Spring. 
  

- Marian Bilger  

What A Wonderful World!  

Emmett Ryan Long (son of Kaleigh and Harrison Long) 

is growing fast!  His baptism is scheduled for Sunday, 

April 24th.  A new member, yay!  
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ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE SPRC COMMITTEE 

Pastoral Appointment changes effective 7/1/22: Pastor Jacqueline Hines will be serving Havertown UMC.  
We thank Pastor Hines for her many years of dedicated leadership at Bethel.  We pray God’s blessings up-
on her and the Havertown UMC community. Pastor John Keretzman, II will be coming to Bethel along 
with his wife Beth (Long). 

 

Please keep all Pastor’s and congregations going through a transition in your prayers. 

 

  

  

   

 

mailto:Betheloffice952@aol.com
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Message from Bishop Schol: BSA Update  

 

The United Methodist Church and the Boy Scouts of America have worked together to develop the 
character and values of youth through a more than 100-year relationship. The young people have 
become leaders in communities, education, industry, and public service. Building on the founda-
tion of the Scout Oath and Law, young people have also grown in their duty to God, country, and 
self. On behalf of the Boy Scouts of America and The United Methodist Church, we thank you, the 
leaders who serve to further the aims of Scouting and support and develop young people. 

 

Charter Renewal Is Now Extended Through June 30, 2022 

The UMC and the BSA are continuing to develop a long-term solution regarding the church’s rela-
tionship with Scouting in service to youth. As we move forward, we recognize that changes are 
needed. We are thankful that we are working together to improve the program and safety of Scout-
ing for future generations of young people. 

 

To plan for and carry out the new relationship agreements, the leadership of BSA and the UMC 
have agreed that it is best for all, and especially Scouts, to extend the effectiveness of all existing 
charters from March 31, 2022, through June 30, 2022. This will provide for uninterrupted minis-
try with young people through Scouting. 

 

Membership Renewal Should Be Moving Forward 

We are also reaching out jointly today for an additional and very important reason: namely, to be 
clear that the annual membership renewal process for all youth and adults who participate in 
Scouting programs should be moving forward, notwithstanding our agreement to continue the 
pause on charter renewal through June 2022. Charter renewal and membership renewal are relat-
ed but distinct processes. Charter renewal focuses on the organization-to-organization relation-
ship. This relationship is extended without any action required. Membership renewal involves the 
relationship between individual Scouts and volunteers and the BSA. 

 

It is critically important that all present Scout units and local councils continue forward with 
membership renewal. Maintaining active membership registrations for all Scouts and volunteers is 
critical for a number of reasons, including the following: 

 

• Membership ensures that the Scouts and volunteers are covered by the insurance BSA maintains. 

• Membership entitles Scouts and volunteers to receive literature and communications from the 
BSA. 

• Membership renewal for adult volunteers ensures that they have complied with the BSA Youth 
Protection training requirements, that their background checks are current, and that they can oth-
erwise safely support our youth in the program. 

In short, annual membership renewal is a vital step in allowing Scouting to continue, without in-
terruption and safely, while we continue to address how best to structure the UMC’s relationship 
with Scouting over the longer term. Consequently, every pack, troop, and crew should renew their 
memberships immediately by working with local council representatives to re-register all active 
participants. Local council representatives stand ready to support and help streamline the process, 
so that Scouting activities may continue without interruption. 
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“Perhaps you sent a lovely card, or sat quietly in a chair. Perhaps you sent a floral piece, if so we saw 

it there. Perhaps you spoke the kindest words, as any friend could say; perhaps you were not there at 

all, just thought of us that day. Whatever you did to console our 

hearts, we thank you so much whatever the part.”  

- JoAnn Bachrach & family  

* Bethel members can drop off donations on the table in the boardroom *  



April 2022   6 

 

Vacation Bible School 
Looking for many Good People to serve in ministry for Vacation Bible School.  Everyone is needed to 
volunteer in your own way to make this happen at Bethel UMC.  You might like to pray for VBS, vol-
unteer for the week of VBS, work with the children for VBS, plan for VBS, register children for VBS, 
donate supplies for VBS, clean up the church grounds for VBS, or find another way to assist with 
VBS.  But it takes a whole village to bring children to Christ.  You are part of that village!  This VBS 
Planning Team will spearhead our VBS effort for 2022.  For more information contact Barb Hanlon 
at newidea@msn.com or 610 935-2720.   

Spring City Food Pantry (Project Outreach):  

Bethel's donation for April will be:  

Canned pineapple and scalloped/au gratin boxed potatoes.  

They are also in need of shopping bags, either cloth or the ones that can be 
purchased at the grocery store.  

Items may be placed on or under the Food Pantry collection table in the 
Lobby.   

Thank you for your contributions!  

Prayers for Ukraine  

Today, the world bears witness to an unprovoked act of 

war as Russian troops invade Ukraine. Citizens, living 

their lives, raising their children, working in their jobs, 

today huddle in train stations and bomb shelters, trapped 

in cities as bombs fall around them. I fear we will watch 

heartbreaking carnage and senseless death. So we do 

what people of faith do. Today, we pray.  

God of Peace, 

In the face of terrible violence in Ukraine: 

We pray for global leaders to stand firm, and do all that they can to protect innocent human 

life. 

We pray for the people of Ukraine, that they are spared trauma, violence and death. 

We pray for Ukrainian soldiers doing what they can to hold off Russian advances. 

We pray for European democratic leaders, that they hold strong to their unity and stand on 

the values of democracy. 

We pray for the Russian soldiers, that they act with compassion and restrain their great ca-

pacity for harm. 

We pray the Russian people rise up and say, “No!” to violence, aggression and war.We pray 

for safety. 

We pray for retreat. 

We pray for peace. 

 

God, in your mercy, hear our prayers. 

Amen 

mailto:newidea@msn.com
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Bishop Schol’s Message about General Conference and Disaffiliation 

In this season, we are encountering what Methodism has faced several times since its inception in 1784, 
churches disaffiliating from the denomination. In the past it has been because of slavery, women in 
ministry, integration of the church, and today it is because of different beliefs about ministry with and 
by LGBTQ persons. Let me be clear, LGBTQ persons are not the reason for our differences, our differ-
ences are because of our own beliefs, traditions, understandings, and attitudes. 
  
Recently General Conference, the legislative body of The United Methodist Church, was postponed a 
third time because of the COVID-19 pandemic. General Conference will not meet until 2024. The dele-
gates to General Conference who serve on the General Commission and made this decision stated that 
as many as 30% of the delegates would not be able to attend because they could not receive visas. At-
tempting to conduct a virtual General Conference was not realistic across 12 time zones, multiple lan-
guages, all on Zoom with different internet stability. 
  
These are anxious times, but in Eastern Pennsylvania, we are united in a belief to move forward as the 
body of Christ. In EPA, there are a few congregations and/or pastors who have communicated an inter-
est in leaving The United Methodist Church. We will work with all United Methodists to help all per-
sons arrive at the place they need to be in order to lead and thrive throughout the mission field. 
  
A group of EPA leaders are working and will move deliberately to ensure there is clarity about the pro-
cess and materials so that congregations who wish to disaffiliate can transition smoothly. Due to the 
approval processes required, and the need to do this well, it may take up to a year for a congregation 
and the leadership of EPA to work through the process and approvals. 
 
Over the next several weeks, I will share with you about the following. 
 

 The heart of the matter. 

 Who EPA will be. 

 EPA’s focus. 

 EPA’s beliefs, theology and commitments. 

 Pathways for EPA and your congregation’s future. 

 The processes and steps EPA will use to transition well. 

 The costs of disaffiliation. 

 Go slow to go fast. 

 Things for congregations to consider. 
 
Next steps: 
 
God has a future for us, not for our destruction, but for hope and a bold mission (Jeremiah 29:11). Our mis-
sion is to make disciples of Jesus Christ, reaching new, more diverse, and younger generations; grow 
healthy vital congregations that are centers of hope and are missional servants of the community; and to 
transform the world through the grace, salvation and justice of God. I see this bold future every day in the 
hearts and lives of the people in EPA. You and we together are difference makers! 
  
The leadership of EPA and I hope all congregations and clergy will continue to be a part of our mission and 
church. Each of you are important to God and the mission of EPA. 
  
The Heart of the Matter 
I am not at my best when I am weary. I have noticed this in others as well. I find amid difference and con-
flict or when someone is pushing or threatening me, I sometimes become defensive and reactive. I have no-
ticed this in others as well. 
 
 

- Continued on next page  
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Jesus said, if you are weary, come to me, and Jesus said I leave with you a heart of peace. Today and 
every day, we have a choice, a heart of peace or a heart of war. To be fully outward and honor God, we 
will need the heart of Christ, the ultimate heart of peace. I invite all of us in all our conversations and de-
liberations to begin in the right way, that the person I am talking with is a child of God and matters just 
like I matter, that is the heart of Christ. We are not in a contest for churches and people, but honoring 
God, a heart of Christ. This is not a time to try to change other’s hearts, but a time to seek the peace, 
hope and mission of Christ in your own heart. 
  
Who EPA Will Be 
At our 2019 Annual Conference Session, EPA affirmed that it would be a One Church, a conference ra-
cially, ethnically, linguistically, geographically, theologically and in beliefs. In essence we affirmed that 
we are bound together through our common calling to love God and to love our neighbor, and that we 
have a common mission. 
 
Being One Church, we in essence recognized that there will be differences in the way congregations live 
out the calling and mission. We believe that all congregations are called to show hospitality to whoever 
comes to our churches and that we would have congregations in which LGBTQ persons would lead side 
by side with heterosexual leaders and that there would be congregations that would not have leaders or 
appointments of LGBTQ persons. We understood that there would not be one way of doing and being in 
ministry, but that we would all love God and our neighbor. EPA has affirmed this, and this is how we 
continue to form, lead and serve. 
 
EPA’s Focus 
Serving God by advancing the mission is our focus. If anything deters us from serving God and fulfilling 
the mission, we are no longer the church of Jesus Christ. We can do things that are necessary in addition 
to the mission, but we can never let any task rise above serving God and fulfilling the mission. The ur-
gency or the anxiety of some cannot put serving God and fulfilling the mission on hold. Throughout 
these challenging times, EPA’s focus will be: 
 

 Call, equip, send and support transformational leaders. 

 Make disciples by sharing God’s salvation through the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

 Resource healthy vital missional congregations. 

 Transform lives, communities and even the world through the grace of God. 

 Work to end the sin of racism and sexism. 

 Welcome immigrants. 

 Start new congregations and faith communities. 

 Provide food and other basic necessities of the people in our communities. 

 Provide relief and recovery for those who experience disasters. 

 Have a global mission through schools, hospitals and clinics and starting new churches. 

 Serve the poor in our communities and work for justice for all. 
Seek peace. 
 
This is who we are and what we do as United Methodists. 
The leadership of EPA and I hope all congregations and clergy will continue to be a part of our mission 
and church. Each of you are important to God and the mission of EPA. 

 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt  at the  
East Coventry School  

Saturday April 9, 2022 at 10am 
SHARP!    

AGES 1 YEAR through sixth grade 
Sponsored by East Coventry Town-

ship   Planned by Parkerford Women's 
Club 
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3 Liz Mongold 

3 Paul Gresko 

3 Laurie Hasselhan 

5 Clair Weikel (Rocky)  

6 Erin McKinley 

6 Robert Shantz 

10 Jason Romberg 

10 Mike Kelly 

10 Jake Robinson 

11 Sam Keller 

11 Jake Vondercrone 

12 Chris Weber 

12 Allen Collins 

12 Michael Horvath 

13 Turner Graeff 

13 Kevin Shutt 

15 Jeffrey Wynn 

15 Marisa Bishop 

16 Terrie McKinley 

17 Dennis Robinson 

20 Ethan Conway 

23  Kristen Starner  

23 Kathy Gresko 

23 Timothy Keller 

28 Jason Shultz 

The Bethel Christian Preschool is now accepting 
registrations for the 2022-2023 school year! 

Come and join the fun!!!   

Lasagna Dinner and 

a Show Featuring 

“Threefold Blessing”  

Saturday, April 23, 

2022 

 

Outdoor Show – 3:30 PM  ~ bring your blanket 

or lawn chair - In the Sanctuary if there’s in-

clement weather 

Takeout Dinner – 4:30-6 PM Includes Salad, 

Lasagna, Bread, and Italian Water Ice; Gluten 

Free and Vegetable Available Upon Request 

Adults = $12, Children under 10 = $5, Children 

under 5 = Free 

For reservations/tickets contact: BCP- 

Bethelcp@verizon.net  610-412-7464, Barb 

Hanlon - newidea@msn.com or Terry Miller - 

pollentec@comcast.net 610-506-8455 

Supports Scholarships for Bethel Chris-

tian Preschool 

LOCATION: Bethel United Methodist Church 
952 Bethel Church Road Spring City, PA 19475 

mailto:newidea@msn.com
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BETHEL UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 

 Articles for Next Issue 
Due:  

April 18, 2022 

Published by: Samantha Stauffer 

Bethel United Methodist Church 

952 Bethel Church Road 

Spring City, PA 19475 

Pastor:  Rev. Jacqueline Hines 

Church Office: (610) 495-6807/610-495-8843  

Church Office Hours: 9am –1pm Monday through 

Friday 

Parsonage Phone: (610) 495-5070  

Pastor’s Cell: 410-963-1721 

E-mail: betheloffice952@aol.com  

Visit us at: 

www.bethelumchurch.com  

Follow us at bethelspringcity on Instagram  
and bethelumchurch on Facebook 

OFFICE HOURS UPDATE 

Due to health concerns, Sam will be  in the office on Tues-
day's and Friday’s from 9-1pm and will be working re-

motely the other days of the week.   

Please see the Bethel Baguette for important 

events to add to your calendar!  

Samantha Stauffer (Bethel’s Adminis-
trative Assistant) and her husband, 

Dave, are so excited to announce that 
they are expecting!!  

Baby Stauffer will be arriving in Sep-
tember 2022!  

Please keep them and their families in 
your prayers.  

mailto:betheloffice952@verizon.net

