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After Easter 

Easter* is the most joyous occasion of the church year. We shout Halleluiah. We belt out the glorious hymns of 

the day. And then, humming a tune assuring us that “the strife is over, the battle won,” we happily head home 

to our ham suppers and look forward to doing it all again next year. However, the truly hard work was just be-

ginning for those disciples thrust into the leadership of the nascent church movement. 

Caught up in a celebratory mood, it’s easy to forget that in the biblical narrative, the resurrection isn’t the end of 

the story. Their initial reaction to the empty tomb was not joy, but rather confusion and perplexity. And as they 

came to understand the true nature of Christ’s resurrection, their sincere joy came with tremendous uncertainty, 

responsibility, and risk. 

We are in a season of great challenge, but also great opportunity. Our two-year struggle through the pandemic 

has awakened churches to the potential of ministry in the digital sphere and the enduring power of the Gospel in 

the face of disruption, confusion, and perplexity. Many have caught a glimpse of a new future. They have 

demonstrated a surprising ability to adapt in the face of radically changing circumstances. And they can imagine 

a hopeful future. 

And if we need a playbook on adaptive change in the midst of unexpected circumstances, we need only follow 

the journey of the first century church through the book of Acts. For the sake of their mission, those early leaders 

learned to compromise, to set aside their own customs and cultural practices, and to approach nonbelievers on 

their own terms. And so must we. 

God has designed all living things, including the body of Christ, for growth and renewal. Let us approach Easter 

not as an end point but as a call to action, for to proclaim resurrection hope is to affirm the possibility of change  

Let us pray – Lord, may we be silent before you until we are ready to be transformed. Amen. 

*adapted from Ann Michel a staff member of the Lewis Center for Church Leadership. 
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The UMW   

The UMW of Bethel met on Tuesday, April 20th, where they worked on blankets to include in the shoe-
boxes this Fall.  There was more discussion about the Community Tea which will be held on Saturday, 
September 10th at 1:00.  Watch for further information!!!  The next meeting of the UMW will be on Tues-
day, May 17th at 1:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.  The project of the day will be jump ropes and hats! 

May Sermons  

May 1 Acts 9.1-9 “Why Me?” (Native American Minis-
tries Sunday) 

May 8 Acts 9.36-43 “A Miracle for Moth-
ers” (Mother’s Day) 

May 15 Acts 11.1-18 “Six Repenting Broth-
ers” (Jennifer Rowley Singing) 

May 22 Acts 16.9-15 “A Place of Prayer outside the 
Gate” (Pastor’s  Farwell Luncheon)  

May 29 Acts 16.16-34 “The Young Fortune-
Teller” (Youth Sunday) 

 Upcoming Meetings & Important Dates  

Calendar Updates: The next com bined Finance and council m eeting w ill be held on May 11th 

at 7:00pm, also in Fellowship Hall.  

Money Found 
Some cash was found in the recycling bin 
on Easter Sunday. Contact Pastor Hines or 
Chris Long to claim. 

Dudley’s Jokes 

What did the dog say when a ball landed on the house?  

Roof, Roof!  

Why did the shortstop get arrested?  

He was caught stealing third base.  

Why did the toad cross the road?  

To show everybody that he had guts.  

Easter Sermon Correction: At the Last Supper Jesus washed the disciples feet a hum-
bling experience for Peter. Later, (not at the last Supper) Jesus asked Peter three times, 
“Do you love me? If you do, feed my lambs, take care of my sheep, feed my sheep. Peter 
declared his willingness to do all that was asked even to the point of sacrificing his life for 
Jesus, but Jesus said, ‘not so fast Peter, that’s a nice thought, but before the cock crows 
tomorrow morning, you will disown me.’ Also, Bethel's founding date is 1844 (178 years) 
not 1869. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE SPRC COMMITTEE 

Pastoral Appointment changes effective 7/1/22: Pastor Jacqueline Hines will be serving Havertown UMC.  
We thank Pastor Hines for her many years of dedicated leadership at Bethel.  We pray God’s blessings up-
on her and the Havertown UMC community. Pastor John Keretzman, II will be coming to Bethel along 
with his wife Beth (Long). 

 

Please keep all Pastor’s and congregations going through a transition in your prayers. 

 

  

  

   

 

mailto:Betheloffice952@aol.com
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Vacation Bible School 
Looking for many Good People to serve in ministry for Vacation Bible School.  Everyone is needed to 
volunteer in your own way to make this happen at Bethel UMC.  You might like to pray for VBS, vol-
unteer for the week of VBS, work with the children for VBS, plan for VBS, register children for VBS, 
donate supplies for VBS, clean up the church grounds for VBS, or find another way to assist with 
VBS.  But it takes a whole village to bring children to Christ.  You are part of that village!  This VBS 
Planning Team will spearhead our VBS effort for 2022.  For more information contact Barb Hanlon 
at newidea@msn.com or 610 935-2720.  VBS will take place from August 8-12 at Bethel!  

Spring City Food Pantry (Project Outreach):  

Bethel's donation for May will be:  

Canned tuna, canned chicken, and condiments: ketchup, mustard,  

BBQ sauce and mayonnaise.   

They are also in need of shopping bags, either cloth or the ones that can be pur-
chased at the grocery store.  

Items may be placed on or under the Food Pantry collection table in the Lobby.   

Thank you for your contributions!  

mailto:newidea@msn.com
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Bethel United Methodist Church 
Annual Chicken BBQ 

 

Saturday, June 4th  
2 to 5 p.m. 

Rain or Shine 
Take Out ONLY 

 

Enjoy a half chicken, apple sauce, cole slaw, baked beans, roll, and cookies for 
only $13.  

 

All proceeds benefit the  
Church Maintenance and General Fund 

 
 

For more information or to purchase tickets,  
contact the Bethel United Methodist church office at  

610-495-6807 or betheloffice952@aol.com 
952 Bethel Church Road, Spring City PA 19475 

June Preachers and Ministers of Visitation  
 

8:30am Services 
Sunday June 12th – Aubrey Bates, Preacher  Sunday June 19th – Anne Hoffman, Preacher 

Sunday June 26 – Ed Howard, Preacher 
 

10:30am Services 
Sunday June 12th – Aubrey Bates, Preacher  Sunday June 19th – Anne Hoffman, Preacher 

Sunday June 26 – Ed Howard, Preacher 
John Kessler and Tina Abel - Ministers of Visitation - responding to pastoral calls Monday June 6- through Sunday 

June 12th 

Trish Richards and Linda Condy-Wynn - Ministers of Visitation - responding to pastoral calls Monday June 13 - 
through Sunday June 19th  

Donna Kunsch and Aubrey Bates - Ministers of Visitation - responding to pastoral calls Monday June 20 - through 
Sunday June 26th  

In case of a funeral, Pastor John Shantz will cover as deemed expedient. Pastor Shantz’s cell phone number is 
610-823-2131, email is pastorshantz@gmail.com 

mailto:betheloffice952@aol.com
mailto:pastorshantz@gmail.com
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The Bethel Christian Preschool is now accepting 
registrations for the 2022-2023 school year! 

Come and join the fun!!!   

After eight and a half years, my last day with 
BCP will be on Friday, May 27th! 
What an exciting adventure it's been! 
 
I've seen God work miracles in children and 
their families! 
I've watched as children shared the love of 
God they learned at preschool with other peo-
ple! 
I've heard praises from families as we reached 
out to help in their time of need! 
I've felt the love from so many! 
 
Please continue your support for the BCP Advi-
sory Board, the teachers and the families. 
They have done a phenomenal job during this 
time of transition! 
You can do that through prayers, donations, 
uplifting letters, and sharing with others about 
your school! 
It's time for this hidden gem of the communi-
ty to grow and reach new families with God's 
love! 
 
BCP will always have a special place in my heart! 

 
God bless! 

Janet Hunter 
 

May 3  Mark Murray 

May 3  John Yusko 

May 3  Jackson Starner 

May 5  Doug Long 

May 5  Jake Kelly 

May 7  Margaret Linderman 

May 8  Dana Robinson 

May 9  Clayton Platchek 

May 9   Scarlet Marie Barton 

May 9  Haloran Shutt  

May 10 Robert Shantz 

May 10 Amelia Barton  

May 11 Karen Hetrick 

May 14 Danielle Shantz 

May 14  Jennifer John 

May 18 Erich Earhart 

May 20 Douglas Kollar 

May 20 Jenny Robinson 

May 23 Val Romberg 

May 25 Lynne Huerta 

May 25 Sophia DeHaven  

May 27 Charles Hanlon 

May 29 Harry Moore  

May 31 Jennifer Vondercrone  
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 Articles for Next Issue 
Due:  

May 18, 2022 

Published by: Samantha Stauffer 

Bethel United Methodist Church 

952 Bethel Church Road 

Spring City, PA 19475 

Pastor:  Rev. Jacqueline Hines 

Church Office: (610) 495-6807/610-495-8843  

Church Office Hours: 9am –1pm Monday through 

Friday 

Parsonage Phone: (610) 495-5070  

Pastor’s Cell: 410-963-1721 

E-mail: betheloffice952@aol.com  

Visit us at: 

www.bethelumchurch.com  

Follow us at bethelspringcity on Instagram  
and bethelumchurch on Facebook 

OFFICE HOURS UPDATE 

Due to health concerns, Sam will be  in the office on Tues-
day's and Friday’s from 9-1pm and will be working re-

motely the other days of the week.   

Please see the Bethel Baguette for important 

events to add to your calendar!  

On the lobby table are a few, just a few, 

reminders of the many ways that you 

have loved and ministered  to me as I 

have served these 12 years. You are 

sure to see yourself among these folks. 

If you wonder who or what is repre-

sented, ask and I will be glad to share 

the story with you!  

Sincerely, Pastor Hines  

Spring Bazaar!  
May 7, 2022  

9:00am –1:00pm  

Brownback’s UCC  

640 Ridge Road, Spring City PA 19475 

 

Attic Treasure’s, Bake Table, Craft Vendors  

$25 per vendor table. Call the church office today to reserve 
a vendor table! 610-495-6788 

Please consider bringing a donation for out Spring City Food 
Pantry Drive. They are currently extra appreciative of jelly, 

jam, applesauce, and reusable grocery bags.  

mailto:betheloffice952@verizon.net

